Iran talks tough on islands 

TCHRAN (AFP) — Iran would figbt u> keep evenr “millimetre** of the 
"^ strategic Oidf islands claimed also by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Foreign Minister Ali >^bar Velayati said. "These islands are 
hi^ncally part of Iran and we would not retreat from even one 
mmimetre of them,” the minister said, referring to the dieted islands of 
Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and Lesser Thnb. Mr. Velayati, who was ' 
spoaluiK to a group of RevohitionBiy Guards' commanders, smd Iran 
would first try to resolve the problem with the UAE throu^ political 
means, but u^d defend itself if pressured or invaded. Mr. VelayacTs 
remarks were published by Tehran newspapers Saturday. Iran and the 
UAE, which am cairns sovereigns over the islands in the southern Gulf, 
were scheduled to resume negotiations over the disputed territory in' 
September. But last week Abu Dhabi cancelled a trip by the UAE*s 
mmbter of state for foreign affairs. Sheikh Hamdan Ben Zaj^ed Al 
Nahayan, after Iran reafTnm^ on 8 its sovereignly over the [dands. 
**UAE is convinced that there is no desire on the Iranian side to ensure the 
s u ccess of the visit,” said a UAE ^kesman. 
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1 9 kffled in Tuvkey in Kurdish yidenee 

ANKARA (R) - Nineteen people were kilW iii 
violence in southeast Turife, jecuny 

Gomllas of the separatist Kurdistan Labour (PKK) kill^s^ 
pende Saturday when they ranked minibuses with auteiwac 
bw^e southeastern town of Mutki in Bitlb proving, 

Sw the PKK guerrillas opened fire on a convpy of 

afternoon near MutW town m 

passengers. Turkish troops killed four PMC rebels 

bw£ t 0 wn of Ovadk, a statement from the regrpnai on w 

said. PKK guemUas killed five state employees on Fnday»ight wten^y 

attacked a club for dvil servants in the »ut**oaslem‘ town of l^i, 

Anatolian news agency reptwted. A PKK rebel was kiU^ >n 

province. Ihe bodyof another guerrUla, who was believed shot dead m sm 

^ier dash, was found in Sirnak province, the statement smd. iw« 

oe^ died on Saturday when their vehicle hit a landmine, plamrt ny 

PKK rebels in Hakkari {uovince. Seven other people were wounded in tne 

blasL . 



PCCtomeet 
in two weeks 

TUNIS (AIT) — A meeting of 
the Palestine Central Couxidl 
(PCC) is to be held in two weete 
. to endorse the agreement on 
Palestinian autonomy sign^ with 
a senior Palestinian offidal 
said here Saturday. The meeting 
of the coundl was likely to be 
held in Tunis, said Executive 
Committee member Suleiman 
Najjab. Mr. Najjab said the 
meeting of the 100>member coun- 
di would be preced^ by a sesdon 
of tile dedskm-maldiig Exerative 
Committee, which approv^ the 
self-rule deal despite the dissent 
of two of its memb^. He ruled 
out an early meeting of the 400- 
strong Palatine National Coun- 
cil, the “parliament-in-exile” 
vriiose inembers are dispersed 
around the world, but said 
“maybe one can be held in 
Jeridio,'* whidi receives auton- 
omy next month along with the 
Gaza Strip. 

Bouez criticises 
Israeli-PLO accord 

CAIRO (AFP) — Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez 
Saturday criticised the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord, saying hu country 
wanted to see “more extended*’ 
Palestinian powers in the auton- 
omous areas. Mr. Bouez, here to 
take part in Sunday's meeting of 
the roreign ministers of Arab 
League countries (see sqianite 
story), said he had some 
“observations” to make on the 
accord “in particiilar on the sub- 
ject of the return of ^estinian 
refugees,** espedalJy those in 
Lebanon. He said inter-Arab dif- 
ferences were “unacceptable” 
currently because “we are 
embarking on a very important 
Phaser” ' -■■■ ' “ 

Guerrillas attack 
SLA positions 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerril- 
las attacked po^ manned ^ 
Israel's surrogate South Lebanon 
(SLA) militia Saturday. Security 
sources said no casudties were 
reported. The sources said the 
guerrillas tired several mortar 
rounds at an SLA post in 
Shoumariyeh in the central sector 
of Israel's self-styled “security 
zone** at 8:30 a.m. (0S30 GM^. 
They said the guerrillas also had 
attacked Shoumariyeh and 
another SLA post in Rashaf with 
Tocket-propelled grenades at mid- 
night ^100 GMT). The attacks 
were daimed by the Islamic Re- 
sistance, the military wing of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah. An 
Islamic reastance communique 
said the assaults inflicted “several 
Israeli casualties.*' 

HIzbollah-army 
tension in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — Tension ran high 
in a Beirut neighbourhood on 
Saturday after Lebanese troops 
briefly detained membes of the 
pro-Iranian (tizbollah, vritnesses 
said. The biddent occurred a day 
before a rally called by the group 
to commemorate the killing by 
troops of protesteis opposing an 
Israeli-Palesb'nian peace deal. 
ItizboUah announced the rally in 
a Beirut suburb despite a govern- 
ment ban on demonstrations. 
Vtitnesses said Hizbollah men, 
armed with U.S.-made M-16 
assault rifles, took to the streets 
of Wadi Abu Jmi! district d! 
Beirut after two comrades were 
detained at an army checkpoint in 
the area. 

Israel rejects 
referendum on deal 

tel AVIV (R) — Foreign 
Minister Shimon Feres Saturday 
rejected a call by Israeli opposi- 
tioo paititf for a national referen- 
dum on the Patetinian self-rule 
deal signed on -Monday in. 
Washington. Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio a referendum would 
limit Israel's ability to negotiate. 
“Every time the other party will 
ask, “okay, are you empowered 
to make a decirion,'* we have to 
torn to a referendum," he said. 
The opposition Likud party, led 
hy Benjamin Netanyahu, has re- 
peatedly demanded the govern- 
mrat hold a referendum on die 
deal with the PLO which it says is 
a step towards the fonnation of a 
Palestinian state (see page 2). Mr. 
Petes said: “When the Likud 
to give back the last indi 
of Sinai, didthey make a referen- 
dum?” 


King: No step yet to delay polls, but situation under study 


HM underlines need for national unity and cohesion at ‘these sensitive times’ 
Jordan supports Palestinian decision and seeks increased coordination with PLO 


By Ayman Al Safiadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Saturday plans to 
bold pariiamentary elections on 
Nov. 8 remain unchanged, even 
thou^ Jordan is “seriously con- 
sidei^ tile unifications and pos- 
sibilities of many of the questions 
to whidi we have no answers,” in 
the wake of the Palestim'an- 
Israeli self-rule agreement. 

Among the possibilities that 
the King dted as reasons for 
reconadering holding the elec- 
tions as schraiUed were possible 
attempts to raise the autonomy 
agreement during the elections in 
a way that might harm national 
unity. 

King Hussein also dted the 
unique demographic composition 
of Jordan that might be affected 
by the decision of some Palesti- 
nians to return to the occupied 
territories, an issue whidi he said 
will be discussed vrith Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat when he 
visits Jordan later this week. 

“Protecting democracy is a 
commitment and a duQr and a 
march on a dur^on from whidi 
there is no going back,” King 


Hussein fold a group of promin- 
ent journalists and writers &tur- 
day. 

But “I call on everyone to 
contribute to the enridiment of' 
this (democratic) process by 
focusing on the necessity of main- 
taining national unity and pro- 
tecting it against any attempt to 
harm it," King Hussein stud. 

Warnii^ agai^ any attempt 
to, sow ducord in society at fois 
sensitive time in Jordan’s history, 
the IGng said: “1 empharise that 
we are cme family... Cooperation 
should be our way and dialogue 
should be part of our lives, but 
distune is also required.” 

“I nil] forever be the opponent 
of ” anyboefy who tries to cause 
harm to any other dtizen. King 
Hussein fold the group at the 
Royal Court. “We cannot face 
the enemy divided,” he stressed. 

The Kii» reiterated support for 
the PLO-&aeI deal on self-rule 
for the Palestinians, saying that 
Jordan has respec^ the inde- 
irendent Palestinian decision 
since 1974 when it recognised the 
organisation as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people. 

The King said 1974 marked a 
turning point from a situation 


where Jordan tried to recover the 
occufMed territories, to a new 
rituation where “we accepted ^ 
independence of the Palestinian 
dedsion. at the Palestinian and 
Arab request.” He said, howev- 
er, that Jordan did not work to 


liberate the oocuoied territories 
so that they (the Palestinians), 
would go ba^ to it, but in order 
to allow its people to dedde what 
they wanted. 

King Hussein confirmed Jor-. 


dan's dedsion to no longer pro- 
vide the Patestinians with an 
“umbrella” to attend the peace 
talks because it is not needed any 
more, adding that the mechanism 
was used to enable the Palesti- 
nians to represent themselves in 



His Majesty King Hossdn Saturday meets witt the 
load press In a gathariag attended by. Mme 
Minister Abdtd Si^m Msif^ Royal Co^ Chief 


KhaKd Al Karald, D^nty Prime Mhuster and 
Informatioa Minister lib’an Abo Nowar mid Chief 
Chamberiain Prince Ra*d Ben Zdd (Prtra photo) 


the n^tiations. 

“Joidan will continue to pro- 
vide utmost support for the 
Palestinian people.” said the 
King, emphasising that Jordan 
will work to have stronger rela- 
tions with the PLO. 

'nough eiqnessing dissatisfac- 
tion witii the previous level of 
coordination that the PLO main- 
tained mth Jordan, King Hussein 
said Jordan vril) seek better coor- 
dination with the organisation. 

In response to a question, the 
iGng sam “tiie situation" could 
have been bettor had there been 
doser coordination among Arab 
parties, saying that lade of confi- 
dence could have been the reason 
behind the ladt of coordination. 

*‘We will soon receive Chair- 
man Arafat and we will be at the 
gates of a new era of real coor- 
dination, or such will be our 
poation and we hope tiiat we will 
rise to the ra^idred level to deal 
widi the sensitive dicumstances 
whose outcome will reflect on the 
future generations,” King Hus- 
sein said. 

The King also said that coor- 
dination among Arab states in 
general is below the reqitixed 
level, add^ that it is “illogical 
that the' situation remains as it 


is. 

Referring to Jordan's position 
on the 1990-91 Gulf crisis and 
war. King Hussein said that Jor- 
dan never supported any party 
against the o^et but was mainly 
concerned with' protecting the 
Arab 'World ,i^d people from a 
disaster and finding an Arab solu- 
tion to the conflict. 

“We stood by feaq and the 
. people of Iraq and u'ill con- 
' tinue to stand oy (the people of) 
Iiiaq, in which, according to a 
report by UNICEF, the number 
of children who die because of 
lack of food medicine will 
rise to a millioa in the coming few 
months,** the JUng said. 

“We wer^ concerned for 
Kuwait and concerned for Saudi 
Arabia and concerned for Iraq 
and an parts of the Arab World,” 
the Ki^ emphasised. 

In that light. Jordan has no- 
th^ to apolo^se for. King Hus- 
sein said, recalling demands, 
vriiidi be did ^$)t specify, i^m 
Arab Gulf that Jordan 

^apologise for.tUriposition before 
'(Arab recoodliatfon could begin. 

“But under tte circumstances, 
if I was to ajl^lo^se for any 
personal offence that I might 
(Continued, on p^e 5) . 


Palestine’s capital will be 
East Jemsalein — 


HAMBURG (Agencies) 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said in an interview 
appearing Monday that he hoped 
to announce soon the creation of 
an independent Palestinian state 
with A^ East Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

Mr. Arafat fold the German 
newsweekly Der Spiegel that 
“Palestinians and Israelis will live 
in peace side by tide in Jeru-' 
salem,*' and that West Jerusalem 
would remain the capital of the 
Jewish state. 

Id an excerpt released by the 
magatine Saturday, Mr. Arafat 
said tile future of the Palestinian 
state rests in “the framework of a 
confederation with Jordan.” 

Turning to the PLO-Israeli 
autonomy pact signed Monday in 
Washington, Mr. Arafet said tbe 
accord was “the best that could 
be achieved given current rela- 
tions in tbe A^ World, and the 
new worid order.” 

He said criticism that his ac- 
tions had irritated Syria and 
harmed Damascus in its talks 
with Israel over recovering the 
Golan Heights was baseless. 

“I know tiiat our Syrian fiiends 
have prepared sevei^ proposals 
to solve the problem of the 


Golan,” he said. “As far as I 
know, Syria will sign an agree- 
ment with Israel in the near fu- 
ture, as will Lebanon and Jor- 
dan,” he told. 

Once all tbe bilateral agree- 
ments are signed, “all the Arab 
states will reach peace accords 
with Israel,” the PLO leader 
added. 

Mr. Arafat is due to visit Egypt 
on Sunday to brief Arab forei^ 
ministers at Ar^ League head- 
quarters on details of tbe accord. 

Reopmiii^ U.S. office 

The United States has discus- 
sed with tbe PLO tbe opening of 
an office in Washington once 
Congress lifts certain restrictions, 
a Stete Department spokesman 
said Friday. 

State Department spokesman 
Mke McCurry said the talks took 
place earlier this week when Mr. 
Arafat was in Washington for the 
signing of the peace accord with 
Isml. 

Earlier Friday in Amman, 
Palestinian peace negotiator Saeb 
Erakat said the PLO will set up 
diplomatic repr^otation in the 
United States within weeks at the . 
same level as its delegation in 
France. 


Dr. Erakat, deputy chief of tiae 
Palestinian deleg^on to tbe Mid- 
dle East peace talks with Israel, 
said tbe organisation would 
establish offidal representation 
after U.S. laws banning contacts with 
the FLO were repealed. 

Mr. McCurry cautioned against 
Palestinian optimism on how 
quickly tbe U.S. dedsion could 
be -m^, saying their idea of 
opening the office soon “could or 
could not be shared by Con- 
gress.” 

Mr. McCurry said the State 
Department bad reviewed all the 
anti-PLO statutes passed by Con- 
gress over the past 20 years and 
found about five or six titat would 
bar the PLO feom opening an 
office i^ tbe United States. 

Congipss in 1987 closed down 
the FLO’S offices in New York 
and Washington. 

Mr. McCurry said the White 
House and Congress will bold 
dBsenstions next week to work out 
a possible timetable for striking 
tile statutes from tbe books. 

“We’ve generally indicated 
that we’re wflling to address those 
restrictions in a way that would 
allow us to continue a dialogue 
that would be valuable to tbe 

(Cmitiiined m page 5) 


Damascus alliance calls on 
Palestinians to foil peace plan 


Combined agoicy dispatdies 

DAMASCUS — Ten ^oups 
opposed to the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLOj-Israel 
peaceaccord. on Saturday urged 
Palestinians to work to foil the 
pact and warned it could lead to a 
Palestinian “civil war.” 

Opponents of the agFMment, 
which provides for limited 
Palestinian self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, hope to for« a 
cohesive front against PLO 
Chairman Yasser iGiafet. 

They diarge that Mr. Arafat, 
who witnessed the tigning of the 
accord in Washington last Mon- 
day with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, has abandoned 
tbe goal of an independent 
Palestinian homeland. 

Mr. Arafet has argued that the. 
autonomy agreement will lead, in 
time, to independence. 

The groups issued a statement 
condemning the agreement as a 
means “to establuh a greater 
Israel which plans to control the 
A^dle East economically, politi- 
cally and militarily.” 

It was especially critical of Mr. 
Arafat, saying he “has been mis- 
leading the Palestinians, Arabs 


and Muslims ... to promote the 
dis^uceful agreement, which im- 
plies tbe dangers of a civil war 
among the Palestinians.” 

It called on Palestinians “to 
intensify struggle in order to foil 
the Arafat-Rabin agreement” 
with the goal of “foil liberation of 
P^estine, with its capital in Jeru- 
salem.” 

. The opposition groups, while 
united against the pact, have 
widely differing ideologies and 
may find it hard to coordinate any 
campaign. 

They range from the Muslim 
fondamentaUst Hamas, most ac- 
tive in the Gaza Strip, which 
rejects any dealings with the Jew- 
ish state and calls for its destruc- 
tion, to PLO factions that advo- 
cate woficing through Palestinian 
institutions to subvert the accord. 

Eariier Saturday, Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Atead met with a 
visiting Iranian diploifiat in 
Damascus to help coordinate 
opposition to the PLO-Israel 
part. 

The official Syrian Arab New 
Agency (SANA) said Hussein 
Sheikholesiam, Iran’s deputy 
. foreign minister, conveyed a mes- 
, sage to Assad from Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani. It 


gave no details. 

Iran has rejected the peace 
agreement, calling ft a betrayal of 
the Palestinian cause. 

Mr. Assad has indicated be will 
not oppose the peace accord, 
saying it is up to tbe Palestinians 
themselves to decide on its 
merits. 

But be has not prevented the 
groups oppo^ to the pact from 
using the Syrian cajntal as a base. 
Many of tbe factions are head- 
quartered in Damascus. 

Mr. Sheikholesiam met here 
Friday night with senior Hamas 
leader Mustafa Lidawi. 

• Mr. Lidawi. who is Hamas’ 
envoy to Dmasois, is a refugee 
from the occupied Gaza Strip 
who was deported from the occu- 
ined territories in 1992 for activi- 
ties a^inst the Jewish state. 

He b a top member of Hamas 
who b beliei^ to have been one 
of the masterminds of the nearly 
six'year-old Palestinian uprising 
and a leader of Hamas fighters in 
the Strip. 

He repeated earlier Hamas de- 
niab that it had signed a nonvio- 
lence agmment with Mr. Ara- 
fot's ixiSnstreaiR Fateh faction. 

(Cootimied ou page 5) 


Rabin, 
Assad 
to visit 
Egypt 

TEL AVIV (Ageudes) — Israeli 
Prime Minister YitzJiak Rabin 
will travel to Egypt for a suiprise 
summit with Egyptian President 
Hosni MubaraF, a spokesman 
said Saturday, 

Mr. Rabin will leave Sunday, 
spending “several hours” meet- 
ly with Mr. Mubarak in Alexan- 
dria, said the spokesman in Mr. 
Rabin’s office, David iGeizelmal. 

Another spokesman. Gad Ben 
Ari, said the Israeli premier 
would fly to Egypt following a 
cabinet meoing and would return 
to Israel in the evening. 

Israeli officials have been 
urging Egypt to use its influence 
in the Arab World to try to 
persuade other Arab states to 
recognise and normalise ties with 
Israel. 

After 'siting a pern treaty 
with Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Washington tbb week, 
Mr. Rabin made a surprise trip to 
Morocco, where he met with 
King Hassan II. There was also 
speculation that Mr. Rabin might 
travel to ‘Dinbia after hb trip to 
Morocco, but he returned to 
Israel beraiise of the Jewbh New 
Year holiday. 

Mr. Rabin last met the Egyp- 
tian president on April 14 
^thou^ Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who signed the histor- 
ic autonomy ^reement at the 
White House on Monday, virited 
Egypt in July. 

Mr. Peres said Saturday that 
Egypt and Morocco were ex- 
tremely important for tbe PLO. 

“The PLO has almost nobody 
to turn to, apart from Egypt — 
which has played an important 
role here — and Morocco,” Mr. 
Peres said in an Israel Radio 
interview. 

Mr. Peres also said that one of 
tbe reasons behind Israel's move 
of making peace with the PLO 
was the ^wing influence of fun- 
damentalist Islamic groups in the 
occupied territories, notably 
Hamas. 

“The FLO became so weak 
that it could really disappear, and 
then we would have remained 
with Hamas,” he said. 

Assad to visit Egypt . 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad b to visit Egypt in the next 
few days to discuss the dramatic 
developments in the Middle East 
peace process with Mubarak, an 
Egyptian paper said Saturday. 

Nfr. Assadj^in an interview whb 
the weekly newspaper' Akhbar Al 
Yom, said he had planned to visit 
Egypt last week, but bad to delay 
the trip because of a slight iQness. 


Goyernment launches 5-j^ear 
econoinica^ 

Autonomy will draw investment to region— Fariz 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Tunes. 

AMMAN — The government 
Saturday lanndied the Kingdom’s 
1993-1997 economic and social 
plan whiefa envisages a JD 5,242 
million overall investment at cur- 
rent prices spread over five years. 

Lainuefaing the plan at a news 
conference, Planning hfinister 
Ziad Fariz said that the share of 
the public sector was estimated at 
JD 1,874 million, or 35.8 per cent 
of the total investment. 

The private sector was given a 
share of JD 3J68 million or 61.1 
per cent of the total investment in 
1993. The percentage is to rise to 
67.1 per cent by 1997. 

Dr. Fariz stressed chat the plan 
reflects the govmmem’s keen- 
ness to rationalise government 
spending, especially in produc- 
tion sectros, and expanding the 
role of the private sector in eco- 
nomic development. 

Tbe minsiter explained that the 
government's spending would 
amount to JD 810 million in 
social investments, JD ^ mo- 
tion in infrastructure projects and 
JD 174 million in ‘’other govern- 
ment expenditure.” 


As sudi. the three areas repre- 
sent 43.2 per cent, 47.5 per cent 
and 9.3 p^ cent respectively of 
the investments earmailced for 
tile public sector. 

Acoant^ing to Dr. Fariz, tiie 
S|nread over tiie three areas dear- 
ly shows that the goyernment 
inteiids to concentrate its activi- 
ties in the education, health and 
other sodal projects as well as 
water, electricity, roads and 
tran^ioit schemes. 

Tte DiinisteT also said that 
Palestinian autiMiomy in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho would attract 
new foreign investment to Jor- 
dan. 

“The pe^ process is a global 
one and will bring investment to 
the v4ioie region and Jordan is 
ready, because of its infrastruc- 
ture and open economic policies, 
to attract an important share of 
these investments,” Dr. Fariz 
told journalists. 

“The stabilisation process 
across the whole region will be- 
nefit all the inhabitants of the 
region equally,” he said. 

He denied suggestions that the 
funnelling of cash into the occu- 
pied territories that is expected to 
follow Palestinian autonomy 


would be to the detdment of 
Jordiui. 

The generat^framework of the 
five-yev ptan'#ms at attaining an 
average annuR gross domestic 
product (GDFT growth of six per 
cent at constant prices, and re- 
ducing the general budget deficit, 
before financing, to no more than 
three per cent of GDP at the end 
of tbe period. 

Other taigets include achieving 
a balance in the current account 
of the balance of payment, reduc- 
ing tiie foreign (febt ratio to GDP 
to no more 100 per cent, 
reducing the rit|o of instalments 
and interest pf foreign debt to 
exports to nc^more than 25 per 
c^t, lowering overall consump- 
tion ratio to & domestic product 
'to no more than 89 per cent and 
maintaining price stability at a 
four to five pa cent rate per 
annum. 

The ^an atwches high priority 
to achieving^ balanced social 
development 'trough reducing 
'the unemployment rate to 9.6 per 
crat at the end of 1997. impro- 
ving the level of education, 
health, housing and other social 

(Continued ou page 5) 


Arab League expected’ to 
approve Israel- PLO deal 


CAIRO (AFP) — Anfo League 
foreign ministers meet here on 
Sunday to gfye their expected 
backing to the Palestine uberar 
don Organisation (PLO)-Isnel , 
autonomy pact, opposi- ’ 

tion or reservations from some 
members. 

Three countries have openly 
condemned the accord on Paiesti- 
nian self-rule signed ini Washing- 
ton on Monday: Libya, calling it a 
“taroe,” Iraq, desenbing it as “a 
sellout” and Lebanon, which said 
it weakened the Arab position in 
the peace process. 

But most of the Arab World 
has backed tbe deal gran^ 
autonomy first to tbe Palestinians 
in tbe Israeli-ocoipied Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Syria and Sudan gave the 
a^uement a tepid reception but 
have done.Mjtie 

nise meeting with.hardline oppo- 
nents of limited autonomy 
deal. 

The League will be seeking 
unanimity among fts 21 mem- 
bm at the meeting, which is to be 
attended.by PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, an Arab diplomat 


sakL 

It is likely to stress that peace 
will not be final until tiie libera- 
tion of all the occupied territor- 
ies, induding the Syrian Golan 
Heights, South Lebanon and 
Jerusalem, and, inrist on the need 
for a comprehensive settlement 
based on U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, he 
added. 

Mr. Arafat, basking in tbe 
glofy of Israel's recogmtion of the 
PLCj and his reception at the 
White House, is exp^ed to be 
the star of tiie meeting bat tbe 
PLO leader will beoalled upon to 
justify his option for a separate 
peace with Israel, 14 years aftu 
JEmrot did. 

The ministers will allow him 
“to obtain the greatest official 
and public Arab support,” 
another diplomat said. “This sup- 
port will btdster hh porition with 
the Palestinians, who remain di- 
vided over the accord. 

A lifting of the Arab economic 
boycott of Israel, strongly urg^ 
by the United States, is not on tbe 
a^nda. 

As for Iran’s return into the 
Arab fold. League Secretary 


General Esmat Abdul Megnid 
brief the foreign ministers on 
his efforts to bring about Arab 
reconciiiation.. league sources 
said. 

U.S., BriBsh and French 
“threats” agaisT.Ubya will also be 
discussed, mey said. 

'Libya feces international sanc- 
tions for refusing to hand over 
two suspects wanted in Britain 
and the United States for tbe 
bombing of a Pan Am jet over the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie in 
December 198^ which left 270 
people dead. 9 ^ 

An tmenialibifel air and milit- 
■ary embargd imposed to force 
Tripoli to hand over the two men 
and two others wanted by France 
in connection with the 1989 
bombing of a .UTA airliner over 
hfiger, is set to be tightened if 
there are no developments tefore 
Oct. 1. 

The Arab foreign ministers are 
expected to uphold the U.N. 
sanctions while “reiterating their 
solidarity” wiihJthe Libyan'peo- 
• ple and “bailh^ Tripoli’s mM- 
sures to reach a peaceful settle- 
ment of the crisis. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Rabin may be forced to referendum to shore up peacemaking 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

Vie Assodated Press 


AVIV — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s choice of hand- 
shake partners will be tested and 
his peace initiative with Yasser 
Arafat may squeak through by a 
tiny margin in parliament next 
week. 

If so. Mr. Rabin will have to 
find a way to mobilise public 
opinion or lose momentum to- 
wards the next breakthrough — 
an agreement with Syria. 

His choices are a referendum 
or new elections. 

The showdown comes Mon- 
day. when the Knesset, Israel's 
parliament, begins debate on the 
peace package signed in 
' Washington ' with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
A vote is expected Tuesday. 

The proposal for a non-binding 


poll may be hard to refuse be- 
cause it comes from Shas, the 
ultra-religious party of Sephardic 
Jews that holds six key seats in he 
120-member parliament. 

is the only guarantee that 
future agreements will not be 
attacked as having been made ^ 
a minority government," said 
Shas leader Aryeh Deri. 

"If there's a majority in favour, 
the ri^t-wing and the settlers can 
no longer ^out that it’s against 
the people," he said. 

Mr. Deri suggested'a referen- 
dum, whu^ has- never before 
been held in Israel and which will 
need parliament's an>roval, for 
Nov. 3, the day of munidpal 
elections. 

' Without Shas, Mr. Rabin's 
Labour Party will command a 
56-seat coalition and mil have to 
rely on the outside support of five 
Arab 'members of pariiament to 


get a fragile one-vote majority of 
^proval. Some Labour ^rty 
officials argue that such a victo^ 
is good enough but Mr. Rabin 
wants a Jewish majority in parlia- 
ment. one that does not rely on 
pro-PLO activists. 

Nissim Zvili, secretary-general 
of Labour, did not rule out a 
referendum but said that could 
Stop the puce process just as it 
was gathering steam. 

"From one side, T would like 
very much to have a vote. We feel 
we have a very big majori^ that 
supports the agreement. From 
the other side, I would not like to 
stop the process," said Mr. Zvili. 

A two-month interlude for 
Israeli parties to campaign could 
crimp Mr. Rabin's ability to cut a 
ded with Syria, which is deman- 
ding the retuni of the Golan 
He^ts. 

Right-wing sloganeering 


against ceding the Golan has bad 
more of an impact on Israel's 
landscape than the P£^ issue. 

Fann fields, sidu of building, 
car bumpers and balconies 
throughout the country have 
signs saying "Pern with the 
Golan" and "Don't move from 
the Golan." 

Insiders suggest Mr. Rabin has 
been reluctant to pile too mudi 
change on Israelis at once and 
wants the Golan issue not to be 
rushed until there are dear in- 
dications of public support. 
Hence, a refe^dum may be- 
come attractive — espedaOy if it 
heals the rift with ^as. 

Mr. Deri, 33, the leading prop- 
onent of a referendum, is the 
protege of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 
the sjriricual leader of the party 
with a vast following among 
Sephardi Jews from Middle East 
and North African countries. 


Rabbi Yosef broke with the 
ultra-religious Ashkenazi parties 
in badung Labour after the 1992 
dections and has made an inqior- 
tant religious ruling that '^pikoah 
nefesh.” the saving of life, justi- 
fies giving up Israeli-held land for 
peace. 

But the Iram-bom Yosef, 73, is 
waivering in his support for tiie 
government because Mr. Deri 
was forced to resign as interior 
minister tiiis week. 

Mr. Deri resigned after police 
charged that he channelled 
S2S0,000 in government funds to 
the coffers of the Shas Party and 
for bis own personal benefit. Par- 
ty members daimed that Uas 
against Sephaitiim was behind 
thus oomiptioD investigations. 

A referendum might dear the 
way for Shas to stay in the coali- 
tion, espedatly because it was a 
Shas proposal. 


Leaders of the opposition 
Likud bloc are aga^ a referen- 
dum, with Binyamin Netanyahu 
saying it could not be fair bec&use 
the government would be phras- 
ing the question. Mr. Netanyahu 
proposed early elections, but they 
are not eiqrected to succeed in 
parliament unless Labour lost a 
referendum. 

The Likud bead argued that an 
election now would test not only 
Israeli support for the agreement, 
but bow Regotiati<Mis are pursued 
on subjects like security for 
Israelis, the status of JeniuJem, 
the right of return for Palesti- 
nians. 

"These questions can be 
answered only in tiie new elec- 
ti(Mis, and the pubfie should be 
able to decide vho will carry out 
the fticnre negotiaticms,** he said 
os Israel Radio. Electkres are 
scheduled for 1996. 


U.S., Israel pressure 
Syria, Hawatmeh says 


DAMASCUS (R) — A Palesti- 
nian leader said Friday the Un- 
' ited States and Israel were piling 
. pressure on S)rria to silence 
opposition to a F^estinian-Israeli 
p^ce deal but predicted Damas- 
cus would not respond. 

Nayef Hawatmeh of the 
Damascus-wing of the Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) told a news 
conference that S^an Vice Pres- 
' ident Abdul Halim Kbaddam had 
told him of the pressure and had 
pledged support for resistance 
groups. 

"Syria will support our people 
in their struggle for se.lf- 
determination and to solve the 
problem of the refugees because 
more than 50 per cent of our 
people are living outside the 
occupied territories,” Mr. 
Hawatmeh said, referring to 
assurances he said he had re- 
ceived from Mr. EUiaddam. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said a DFLP 
delegation met with Mr. Khad- 
dam on Thursday. 

"During our talks ... he told us 
of U.5. and kraeli pressure to 
restrict Palestinian opposition to 
die deal." Mr. Hawatmeh said. 

Mr. Khaddam said Syria's re- 
sponse was that there was opposi- 
tion in Israel "so why not ask 
(Israeli Premier Yitzhak) Rabin 
to restrict opposition there?” 
Syria will not allow such 
pressure from the American 
administration and the . Rabin 
government,'' Mr. Hawatmeh 
added. 

He did not say who had asked 
Syria to help restrain Palestinian 
opposition or when the 
approaches were made. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
telephoned Syrian President 
Hafez A] Assad twice in tte 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

No advance have been made 
on the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks of the peace talks in 11 
rounds over almost two years. * 

Mr. Hawatmeh said he and Mk. 
Khaiddam had "agreed there was 
no agreement worse than the 


(Israeli-PLO) deal and that Syria 
did not support ... an agreement 
vtiiich divided the Arab frxmts.'’ 

The official newspaper A1 
Tfaawra noted on Friday that the 
11th round of the Arab-lsraeli 
peace talks in Washington was 
cut two days short for the signing 
ceremony. 

"But any partial solution can- 
not guarantee the future of peace 
in £e region," the new^per 
said in an editorial. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafet 
flew to Damascus earlier this 
month in a bid to win Mr. Assad’s 
support for the deal but failed. 

A presidentia! spokesman said 
at the time that Assad told 
Arafet it was up to tiie Palesti- 
nians and their institutions to 
decide what suited them. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said that during 
his meeting with Mr. Khaddam 
"he (Kbaddam) stated in dear 
langnagp that Pretident Assad 
has told Arafet tiiat Syria is not 
behind this agreement." 

Mr. Hawatmeh said the conclu- 
sion of the Israeli-PLO agree- 
ment on self-rule for Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, reached 
outride the framework of the 
Washington talks, “has certainly 
made talks on the Syrian and 
Lebmi^e tracks more difficult 
and complicated." ^ 

- -He said the agreement "has 
d^t a fetal blow to. the Joint 
Ai^ stance. After the deal, each 
Arab country is moving alone. 
Tins has strengthened the Israeli 
attitude and increased the U.S. 
pressure ei^pedaUy on Syria and 
Lebanon." 

Asked what kind of assurances 
the DFLP and other groups re- 
ceived from Syria to continue 
their opposition, Mr. Hawatmeh 
said Mr. Khaddam had told him 
that "Syria will support all those 
democratic and national forces 
who are continuing their struggle 
against the Israeli occupation and 
for the Ml withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from occupied territories." 


Photographers 
fired on by 
U.S. forces 
in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AP) — A Brit- 
ish photographer for the Associ- 
ated Press was fired on with stun 
grenades from a U.S. helicopter 
Saturday, apparently to blodc 
him from photographing Ae air- 
craft in action. 

Peter Noithall and a Somali 
translator, Mohammad Hussein 
Jinade, said at least rix of the 
small grenades exploded around 
them as Mr. NortbaO was tal^ 
pictures of the helicopter flying 
low to diase crowds a street 
market. 

Tlie soldieis on tiie cboi^ier 
begjui firing after waiing at him 
to leave Ae area, Mr. NorAall 
said. The blast of one grenade 
forced him backward, he said. 
AnoAer blew out the back vnn- 
dow of bis nearby van. 

"I saw a flash on the ground 
about two feet in ftont qf me," 
Mr. NorAall said. "That was Ae 
one that knocked me backward." 

Abdoi Hak Senna, a Moroccan 
photographer for Agenoe France- 
Presse, said he also saw small 
blasts mound him as he tried to 
photogra{A crowds while helicop- 
ters flew overhead. He said he 
did not see Ae crew wave him 
away. 

Nfr. NorAall said Ae U.S. sol- 
diers aboard Ae Blackfaawk heli- 
copter continued to.fire Ae gre- 
nades at him even after he held 
out his two cameras at arms 
lengA to identify himself as a 
{Aotographer. 

The aircraft was only about 30 
to 40 metres away so the soldiers 
should have been able to see him, 
Mr. NorAall said. He added Aat 
tiie soldiers apparently did not 
want him to taire pictures of Ae 
helicopter using its downdraft to 
empty the street, Arning over 
market stalls in Ae process. 

Mr. Jinade and two oAer 
Somali employees of Ae AP were 
insi^ the van when Ae back 
window was blown out, spraying 
glass bat injuring no one. 


Gulf states seen to accept role as 


donors for Palestinian autonomy 


By Nadim Kawadi 
Agence France Presse 


ABU DHABI — WealAy Gulf 
states, once Ae main aid donors 
to Palestinians, will likely resume 
Aat role when Israel quits occu- 
pied land under Ae historic 
autonomy pact tigned Monday, 
according to Gulf economists. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states have not 
announced any contributions yet 
but they are expected to join 
international aid packa^ prop- 
osed by the United States and 
Worid Bank to rerive Ae eco- 
nomy of Ae Gaza Strip and Ae 
West Bank town of Jericbo and 
ensure Ae self-rule ^reement 
will work. 

"We find Aat Ae main aid 
donor for the newborn Palesti- 
nian entity will inevitably be Ae 
Gulf states," said Jassim A1 
Saadun, a Gulf economist and 
economic adviser to the Kuwaiti 
parliament. 

"Such an entity will not survive 
if it is not taken in account Aat 
GCC countries are the main 
donors. A Gulf decision on md 
will not be independent but vrith- 
in a region^ framework and 
under international pressure." 

The United States has prop- 
osed the injection of SS90 million 
into Ae Palestinian economy, 
Aattered by 26 years of occupa- 
tion and Ae six-year-old uprising. 

GCC states are supposed to 
pay between SlOO miUion and 
S200 ntillion while they wili be 
asked to contribute to a S3 billion 
packa^ proposed by Ae World 
Bank in emeigency aid. 

The European Community 
(EQ has already committed itseff 
to a contribution of around $600 
million. 

GCC states Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) were Ae biggest finandal 
backets of the PLO until they cut 
off Ae aid in 1990 for its pro-Iraqi 
stand during Ae Gulf crisis. 

More Aan 80 per cent of the 


EC troika 
seeks 
support 
for PLO deal 


ATHENS (AFP) — Europe 
Community (EC) ministerial 
troika is to start a three-day irat 
of Gnif states from Sunday to 
help promote the Israeli- 
Palestinian accord and seek 
financial support, a Foreign 
Ministry statement said here 
Saturday. 

The tnrika; Ae Apilomatic arm 
of Ae European Cooimnnity; will 
visit Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman and 
Kuwait, the Greek ftneign Minis- 
try said. 

The European mission com- 
prises ministers or senior officials 
from Belgjum, current holder of 
Ae community's rotating pres- 
idency, and Denmark and 
Greece, respectively the past and 
future presidents. 

The mistion is to “stress Ae 
protagonist role Aat Ae EC is to 
play (in the) economic and social 
supj^it of Ae Palestinians" fol- 
lowing the accord signed In 
Washington last Monday, Ae 
Greek ^tement said . 

The l^lgian foreign 
said Friday that the mission 
would be headed by Ae Bel^an 
secretary of state for cooperation 
and development, Erik Deiycke. 


$2.5 billion Ae PLO has received 
in official Arab aid came from Ae 
GCC, which has also provided 
billions of dollars in private dona- 
tions and taxes on Gulf-based 
Palestinians. 

The halt of the aid has created 
a financial criris in Ae Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, once 
Ae ridiest guerrilla group in Ae 


worid. 

The 29-yeaT'Old organisation 
has been forced to sell pan of its 
assets to finance its survival. 

"Regardless of their Affer- 
enoes, GCC states are expec^ 
to play a major role in finandng 
Ae new Paiestinian entity," 
Yousef Khalife, economics pro- 
fessor at Ae Emirates University, 
told AFP. 

"By doing so, they are not 
wasting money as Aey used to do 
before but tbey are contributing 
to peace and pro s perity after 
yean of wan and backwudness. 
I think any country would love to 
play sudi a role." 

Anotiier well-known Kuwazti 
economist, Amer AI Tamimi, 
said he expected GCC states to 
pump aid and investment into 
Gaza and Jeridx), where the eco- 
nomy will be controlled by 
Palestinians and foreign pAiqr 
and defence by Israd until the 
final status of the territories is 
dedded later. 

"It is in Ae interest of GCC 
states that stability is established 
in Ae re^on. This should prompt 
Aem to extend assistance and 
even encourage Aeir private sec- 
tor to invest in the Palestinian 
state," he was quoted as sa^ng 
by the offidal Kuwaiti News 
Agen<7. 

"Elections in the coming 
months could produce a new 
Palestinian leadership that is 
more acceptable to Ae Gulf and 
this will attract more aid," be 
added. 

Mr. Saadun said be believed 
Israel would benefit economical^ 
more than other parties from, 
peace in tiie hfiddle East. 

“In Ae medium term, Aere 
mi^t not be real cooperation 
between the Arab and Israeli 
capital due to the existing psy^o- 
logicd barrier and Ae ^ling of 
political insecurity," he said. 

"But eventually, sudi a co^ 
eration remains Israel's objective 
and will succeed whe Aer thrqi^ 
selling services or setting up JcMt 
investment ventures." 


Planners have dreams^ but can they control autonomy? 


By Neil Maefarquhar 

The Associated Press 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM -- 
Walid Dajani snaps open a glossy 
brochure displaying condomf- 
niums stacked like wedding cakes 
over a marina crammed with 
yachts. 

The brochure is of Spain. But 
it’s hi.s vision of the Gaza Strip, 
with its poverty erased, swaddled 
in new affluence. 

"Gaza is going to be the pearl 
of Ae whole area." he promises. 

Mr. Dajani and some 300 other 
Palestinian technocrats, from 
offices scattered across East Jeru- 
salem. have laboured for two 
vears on tin outline for an auton- 
o!^ government. 

They did not anticipate, 
however. Mondny'si historic 
accord between Israel and Ae 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 


(PLO) on the principles of self- 
rule for Gaza and Ae west Bank. 

Suddenly, the pact transformed 
Aeir intellectual “wbat-if ’ exer- 
cise into a deadline for running 
Palestinian affairs. 

Sari Nusseibeh, a Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity philosophy professor, 
orgaiusea Ae technical commit- 
tees in almost 40 subjects after 
die peace talks opened in Madrid 
in 1991. 

Critics accuse Ae technical 
committees of still dreaming, of 
being too diffuse, too slow. They 
may be in for a rude shock when 
the PLO's administrative jugger- 
naut arrives from its current 
headquarters in Tunis, ready to 
issue orders after decades in 
wandering exile. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat has 
declared he would like to be in 
Jericho within 10 weeks, to start 
planning for autonomy in the 


occupied West Bank town and 
Gaza, ^estinian self-rule is to 
spread mdually throughout the 
occupied territories, wiA their 
final status determined wiAin 
five years. 

Education, taxation, tourism, 
health and — toughest of all — 
security will become Ae responsi- 
biliw of Palestinians. 

nW the committee's academic 
position papers have to be trans- 
fated into work orders for mas- 
sive projects like roads, schools, 
sewa^, etc. Faxes whir to PLO 
headquarters in Tunis and back 
around Ae clock. 

"It is Ae most historic, diffi- 
cult, frustrating and ambitious 
period I have ever experienced." 
said Hassan Abu Libda. deputy 
director of the committees. 

Priorities are just being estab- 
lished. 

Mr. Dajani admitted that 


building hotels before Ae re- 
fugees nave decent housing was 
uiuikely. He does not want tour- 
ists “taking pictures of the camps 
like Aey were the jungle." 

Israeh security forces and PLO 
fighters are sui^sed to set aside 
decades of warfere and cooperate 
on everyAing from traffic infrac- 
tions to suicide bombers. 

Israel's army chief of staff 
Ehud Barak said this week that 
joint patrols were possible. 

Mr. Arafat's mainstream Fateh 
faction also said Thursday it 
reached agreement with Ae Mus- 
lim funefementaiist Hamas in 
Gaza to avoid violence over Aeir 
opporing stands on the peace 
pact. 

But ei Aer Hamas or oAer Isla- 
mic groups are likely to continue 
targeting Israelis, putting PLO 
pouce in a bind between their old 
struggle and respecting Ae pact. 


For PLO opponents. Ae move 
towards transronning Ae PLO- 
controlled Palestine Liberation 
Army units from Syria and Jor- 
dan into a police force to work 
with the Israelis is proof Aat the 
autonomy plan is tantamount to 
suicide. 

"You can drop Ae word 'li- 
beration' from Palestine Libera- 
tion Army," said Hassan Abdul 
Jawad, a member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. 

"The PLO hierarchy, which 
has been undemocratic and ineffi- 
cient for years, will get Ae lion's 
share of all institutions." Mr. 
Jawad said. 

Dr. Nusseibeh admits* there 
will be friction between insiders 
and outsiders in what is likely to 
be dubbed the Palestine national 
authority. 

The handover from Ae Israelis 


might not be smooA, elAer. 

Dr. Nusseibeh said the Palesti- 
nians plan to base their autonomy 
iustitutions m East Jerusalem, as 
a way of leveraging their way into 
negotiatioDs on controlling Ae 
Arab part of Ae city. 

Israeli foreign ministry spokes- 
man Uri Pelti said such details 
remain to be negotiated, biit that 
would seem to be against “the 
spirit and letter of Ae agree- 
ment." 


At Orient House, the old stone 
hotel on an East Jerusalem side 
street where Ae transition teams 
are based, Ae technocrats argue 
Aat Ae overarchi^ goal is show- 
ing the worid Aat nttetimans are 
responsible. 

'*'We have Ae chance to build a 
country the way we want it," said 
Mr. Adu Liboa. “It is Ae mo- 
ment of truA for Pal^tinians.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat urges Germany to help rebufW W. Biid^ Gn 


n 




TUNIS (AP) — Palestinian Yasser Aiafai has Gen^ Ip 
partid^e itively in Ae rebnading of the ^ 
Gaza Strip. Mr. "Jj? 

meeting with former German EcononrnsMm^ 
inaiw« Iris Tunis headqu^is ® 

agency WAFA said Arafet abo told Mr. tto > 6^ 

expected Germany to sapport 

in the occupied icmiories. 

more than 25 years oflsraeli occupation. 

tion," Mr. Arafat told Mr. Moellemaim. wiH help qe mem Ae 
foundations of peace," WAFA reported. H e^ho ia*e<S 
to play a role in the European Community s d tot to pro vifc ^ ip 
the Palestinians during the interim period of Palcsiiman leu-tm m 
the occupied territories. 


Clinton calls Mubarak to thank him 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. President Bill Ointon t^pbon^ ^ 
Egyptian counterpart Hosm' Mubarak ovenrigbt to Axm m ^ 
Cairo's contributions to the huddle East pca« process the MEHa 


news agency said Saturday. It said Mr. Qinfrro thanktsd Mr, 

Miiixai^ for helping resolve ''complex (KoUems i 
la- j - M £iO«lin4 


in talks be tw em 

Israelis and Pidestinians leading » Ae tigning of ahmiw 
autonomy accord for tiie occuined Gaza Strip and West wt fe tow n 
of Jeridio. The U.S. and Egyptian leaders ato rcyiewed^^'niw*^ 
for the npcfimino period in a bid to establish a just, OTnm and 
oompiehensiw peace in the Middle East," Mena said. Egyn'i 
semi-official press in recent days expressed disappomiinenl that fee 
role of Egypt, the only Arab country to have signed a pern ttm 
wfth Israel, was “ignored” by the Umted States , Israel and tte 
Palestinians. On Fii^, Israeli President Ezer Weaman sent Nfr, 
Mnbaiak a message ticking tiie Egyptian leader for hi s ro te in 
securing the s^reement, Egn^t and ferael rigned a peace treaty m 
March 1979. 


Officer assassinated in Constantine 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An army officer wje shot dead as he s atin a 
p^i r k fid car in Constantixie, Ae daOy Liberte reported Sa turd ay. 

Tahar, 33, was shot on Friday in ^ rantre of t beeaycA 
Algerian d^. Nobotfy has dauned responsibility for the munier,'* 
Ube^ said. 


Israel to establish ties with Cambodia, MauflEin 

TEL AVIV (AFP) Israel is to estabtish dipfomatic relationssooai 
wiA C^bo^ and Mauritius, Israel Radio reported Saturday. Ay 








foreign ministry rookesman told AFP, however, that Ismi 
not yet been omciwy notified by those countries of their inteatioa 
to establish diitio^tic relations." Malaysia, Zimbabwe and A 
number of other countries have said tbey are considering esta^ 
iishing Apknnatic ties wiA Israel following the rigning of an historic 
agreement between the Palestine Libmtion Organisation and 
ferael on Palestinian self-rule. J 


Police arrest pair in possible Kassar plot 


MADRID (AP) — Two Lebanese men who entered SfMin m 
tourists may haW been jdotting tile assasanation of Syrian anus 
de^er Mcinzer AI Kassar, pcAw said Friday. The men had been 
observed staking out places that Mr. Kassar frequents in sootbem 
&ain and were carr^i^ a map marked wiA the locatian of 
K^iar reside n ce when they were arrested Tuesday near the Madrid 
airport, police said. Police had trailed ImadedAoe Mneunae and 
Jean Derkhathadorian since tiieir Aug. 30 arrival wiA a tour from 
Beiiut, Lebanon. Mr. Mneimne’s name had surfaced in a pofioe 
data' bank, prompting officials to watch their movements. Kfr. 
Kassar, who owns two valuable homes and several apartments in 
Ae soudfem Mediterranean resort town of Marbetla. is free on 
$14.S million bail while offidals investigate bis alleged rote in the 
1985 fejacldiig of the Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro. Mr. Kaaui 
is also awaiting extraditioa to Argentina where be b wWed n 
charges of felSfying documents to obtain Argentine nationality. 
The Lebanese men are being held pending furtber investigations, 
police said. 


Arafat to make quick trip to China 


PEKING (AP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 

YasOT Arafet will make a tbree-day goodwill visit to China in Ae 
coming week, Ae offidal Xinhua news agency reported Saturday, 
Mr. Arafet, whose virit will be Wedn^day to Friday, may be 
seeking financial or other assbtanoe for the PLO after it signed a 
peace plan wiA Israel. China already has applauded the deal 
Qiina has strong ties wiA the PLO, being among Ae first countries 
to reoognbe the self-deciared Paiestinian state and Mr. Arafat's 
role as president of it. Mr. Arafet has visited China several tiroes 
before, most recently in 1991. 


Nearly all of Turkey hit by erosion 




ANKARA (R) — Soil erosion b affecting neariy all of Tnrkev 
^tists said on Saturday. "About 90 per cent *nirkey's - 
surto arra » eroded." Professor Yuoel Caglar of Ae 
National Producoyity Centre told reporters. “Our peemte are not 
oonsooffi of eioston. He said nearly one-third of the 780,000- 
sjpimt-kflom^ land to was subj*^ to severe erosion. Mr 
^^laru^ ^)Wt one Inliion tonnes of soil were swept away ra ch 
ff"*. Othm^saentists put Ae loss from deforeMtion. Wromt 
fen^ tedmiques. wnd. flo^ and rivers at up to 800 
toiTO. CmJw and four friends, afl members of the Research 
Rur^ Environinent and Forestry, comi^^a 

or^nised semuuars and meetings in about 10 cities dariu thS 
two-^ trek to ^ pnbHc attention to the crisb. Mr^S&r^ 
r^Ied for locre^ed government spending to combat the fo^ravinc 
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AroMBiu Orthodox Chnrch Tel. 
77S26I. 

SL Ephnin Choreh Td. 771751. 
AmnOB iBtcnotfond Choreh Tel. 
6S2S26. 

Bvaogdkal Lotberoo Chveh Td: 
824328. 

The Oorch ef jesos Christ of Lottery 
D«r S^rti Td. 6S4932 
Cfasrefa of Mjmw Tef.67SMI. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


SuMeiin si^iplied by the D^mtmcnt of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Hot and (by iveather condhioiB will 
ooolinue with wiods l^b ond variable 
(Kcastonalhr bccomii^ n orUwnalcrty 
■wxicraie. In Aqaba, it wiB be very bd 
and wineb will be oortfacriy modcnlc. 


SI. r«*arr cTNcsareth Chordi SweUWi, 

Td. 81177.01 

AsMciblies of God Cborch, Tcl. 
632TR5. 

.St. Joseph Cbneh Td. 624590. 
Charch of the AaoBiicialioB Tcl. 
637440. 

Oe le Salle Cfaareh Tcl. 661757 
Tcfnareela Charch Tel: »2366 
Charch of the AaBundatlaa Tel. 
623541. 


MinJMax. ten^ 

AmniiB 21/36 

Aqaba 26/41 

Deserts 19/39 

JOidtn Valley 25/40 

Yesterday's high tempcratuics: Am- 
ipan 37. Aqaba 39, Huniidity reatinp; 
Anman IS per ecnl, Aqaba 35 per 
cent 


NIGHT DU 1 Y 

AMMAN: 

Dr.MobanuiiadAlNabawi .... 819213 

Dr. Jaaiil Maraqa 7761^ 

Dr. MoUiGs Hsiasa 819220 

Dr. Jamil Jbarah 847351 

Pitas pharmacy 661912 

Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascmpbarmacy 637055 

Naironkb pharmacy 62M72 

AlSalamphamuty 636730 

Yaeonbptiarmacy 644MS 

SbmcisBni phamiacy 637660* 

Najibphannaqp 847632 

IRBO): 

Or.MazcnSbarairi 

Alqiids pharmacy ( l' 

ZARQA: 

Dr. MnfidDamarah 985522 

K^fcb phannacy 985417 


EMEBGENCOSE 

Food CofltiDl Centre 637I1I 

Gvil Defence Deporonem 661 1 1 1 

OvU Defence Inuncdatc 

Rcscnc. 630341 

GvO Dcfcocc Eoi e ig en cy 199 

Rescue Pofice 192.621 m. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood uok 77SI2I 

Highway Polioc 843402 

TtaRk Polks 896390 

PabBcSecoiiyDqBniiait 63Q32I 

Hold Coeaplahils 60SSOO 

PikcCompfaiiitB 661176 

WalCT and Sewerage 

GonqiiaiBls 897467 

Amoian Munidpaliiy 

Complanils 7S7II1 

Tetepboiw lofenMion 

(dircctonasrisianoc) 121 

Overseas fMc 010230 

Cbntral Amnm *Teledione 

Repairs 623101 

Abwi Telc|ftm Rqnbs 661 fOt 

Jordan Televisieii 773111 

Ra^ Jordan 774III 

Water Amfaoriw 680100 

Jordan Eleetriaty Autboiiq/ ... 81S6IS 
Elcaric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Informathm 08-53200 

Onm AHa Inti. Airport 0863200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hamcm Medcal Centre 8138131/32 

KhalhS Maternity. J, Aam... 644281/6 

AUldi Maternity. J.Afnn 64M1/2 

Jabal AramM Maternity......... 642362 

Mdhas.J.Aauii8n 636140 

Palestiiie.Shineisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hoepftal 669131 

Universiqr Homital 84S84S 

AhMuasto Hospital 667ZZ7/9 

TheblaiiiiG.AbdaIi 66612707 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

ita&an. AI>Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 7751 1106 

Army, Maifca 89161 1/15 

OuecnAliaHospi^ 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital (09)983323 

Zarm National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSiiMHomtaJ (09)986932 

AlHiksm Modem ( 0 ^ 990990 

IRBID! 

MoGCSSBasma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek ChtlK&Hos^ (02)272275 
IbnAlNafeesHosprial (02)247100 

ApABA: 

Pnna»Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 


FOR 1HE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


7h(i adontmiioo is suppSeS by Royal 
Joabaiaa (RJI afomadoa depart- 
meat at the Oueea Ala laleraaaonal 
Ahpott 7bl (08J5SQ0O-5. where k 
sboald a/wqys be veriSed. 


ABRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


OSdI... 


aids.-. . 

.... 


IfeN ..M.. 
IfeM 

Jakbhr^ 

lOUO 

UhS 

Didw.AbaCaibiCRl) 

1I:M 


17:» 


ilds » 


IfcSI 

<8-?n ... 

Bnasds.Pn(RJ) 

ns 

ns 

.' Madrid 


^(RJ) 

M Vm(RJ) 

“•j; Roaie(R}) 

am Fraakfeft.Geaeva(Rn 

Vicnaa.RenK(RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Lama(a(CY) 

*** MQBeow(SU) 

•SS BcinitfME) 

2JJ CakoiMSI 

Beaut (ME) 

OBMumms 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) ni^ 

(Tormlnal l) 

J52 Aqaba(RJ) 

SS --Bcirw(RI) 

1^ .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 



52 ^Ph abi.PBbddU) 

SWor^Jakana(Rj) 


Otbar FUghta (Torminal 2) 

LarnaeaCCY) 

!SS Bdiui(ME) 

R*ARKET pricrs 

t^epetOower pnee in fib per Ag. 

(Makammar) Am 

SE,:; - 72D/«» 

Sjy 

y*o*™bets (large) 140/78 

g^JenlsmaB) 250/189 

as®*** 240/18B . 

36000 

r™ 40VS09 

fcSSlft;-— , — 200 /W8 

350/238 

UB/HO 

ffllTT":- 990W) 

S^(diy) 230) U8 

- 200 /UD 

ES*'!"****) - 2«/180 

sss 

Waicrmetoo. — IgOqg 
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BGs Majesty King Hnssrin Saturday confers the Indepanrience Medal of the First Order on 
Journalist Mohammad Daoocfiefa (Petra pboto) 

King eulogises Abdul Rahim Omar 




AMMAN (J>T.) — PBs Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday paid tri- 
bute to ^ late joumalist Abdul 
Italiiin Omar who di^ Imt week 
at die age of 64. 

*T hereby recall a dear brodier 
jdio attended my last meeting 
with the joornali^'bnt who has 
passed away since, and is no more 
with us today,” said King Hnssdn 
during a meeting with the jour- 
natists at the Ro^ Court. 

‘T remember ms long struggle 


and his relentless efforts at tte 
literary and political levels,’* said 
Kng Hussein in praise of Mr. 
Omar. 

**My deep condolences to 
eveiyone' of yon for the loss of 
• diis writer and may God bless bis 
soul,*’ coodnded the Kii^ 

Abdul Rahim Omar died aftv 
undergoing carfiac surgery in 
Lond<m. 

Mr. Oniar was r^arded by 


WU:iiral(r.;/»rriW»w iorving For 


m-- 


• * 



.'.‘•.j'tiia ; 

:..ri ;a ! 
"f ittLr ; 


»il! i L* I ■ 

; .> 


1 •• 




:n.T Un iv ersity, bf Jordan Prewdent Fawzi GImbn of n six-day woricdio|i imi proUein sotving fM* 
i' • 'aflidi (centre) Sathrday addresses the c^ienii^ better bedhh 

s|* Health care professionals 
begin 6-day workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two work- 
shops on ^blem soMng for 
better beabn opened at the Uni- 
veisity of Jordan Saturdi^ with 
tile partidpation of 50 doGEors 
and nurses representing various 
private and pubfo org a nisations 
in Jfordan. 

In the six-day meetings, lectur- 
ercR from India, the U.S. and 
Poland, as well as Jordan, will 
address means of improving 
primary healtii services in tiie 


Kingdom. 

In an opening address Uni< 
versity President Fawzi Ghai^ 
aibeh said tiie complicated bealdi 
pntitiems foi^g ^ country re- 
quire closer cooperation on the 
pert of health workers to offer the 
public betrer ]Mimary health care 
at an institntions. 

Training of health woriceis in 
various medical profesrions is a 
necessary practice, and partidpar 
tioh in health coofere ^ * and 


woftohops is vital because' tiie 
meetings and exdbange of in- 
formation help find solations to 
basic health problems, said Dr. 
Gharaibeh. 

Director of the oniveishy’s 
Educational Centre for the De- 
velopment of Manpower in the 
Health Held Mnmr Gbaiaibeb, 
said tiie Jordanian lecturers at the 
meetings have acquired suffident 
training -and prepared for the 
worislmps in tro last two years. 


IN BRIEF 


King sends message to 
Australian governor general 

CANBERRA (FOtra) — Australia's (rovernor 
Genend Bill Hayden co n fer r ed with vigting 
Spealm of the Jordanian Upper House of 
PariiaineiU Ahmad A1 Lawzi, who delivered to 
■ him a message from His Majesty lUng Hussein. 
Mr. A1 Lawzi also delivered another message to 
-Mr. Haydm from IBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan with cooperation between 

the two countries in fields of common concern. 
Mr. Hmrden voiced bis coumxy's appredation of 
iCtnp Ifos^’s efforts to achieve peace in tiie 
East. 


Al Hassan meets wHh 
Tunisian, Egyptian ministers 

CAIRO (Peta) Minister of State for Forei|n 
Affairs Talal Sataan Al Hassan Saturday met in 
Cairo' wi^ tiie foreign ministers of Tunisia and 
Eg]^ to discuss the latest developments in tiie 
NGddle peace process. Mr. AJ Hassan is hi 
Cairo to tate pvt m the Arab Lei^^ Coundl 
meetings. Earaw, the minister miet vnth Arab 
League Secretary -Geberal Esmat Abdul Meguid 
to d»MMB6 tbe*a^da trf.tiie' coundl meeting 
which is 'dne to start today (Sunday). 


Delegation leaves for 
multilateral talks: 

AMMAN.(Petra) — A Jordaman delegation left 
for Wadiingfon Satyrday to take part in tiie 
in^t^ of a workii^ g^p on re^i^ economic 
cooperation within the framework of the nnilti- 
Eaterul phase of ^ hfiddle Eastprare talks. The 
meetiim are diie to stint at the wforld Bank on 
Sept. Ibe del^ation "k' led. 1^ Mnistry of 
Phni^g Secretary Generd Safrran TouqaiL . 


Obeldat briefs visiting German 
youth 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Speaker of the 
Upper How Paiiiameot Ahm ad Obeidax 
Satur^ briefed a visiting youdi del^ation from 
Gdmahy on Pariiameata^ life and democi^ in 
Jordan. The Jordanian citizens* partidpation in 
tiie democratic ptocem in tiie Kingdw takes 
place tinondi frw parliamentary elections which 
are guaranteed under the Constitution, said Mr. 
Obeidat. Referring to the peace efforts in the 
Middle East, Mr. Obeidat said that Jordan was 
lookhig foni^ to a comprehensive and darkle 
peace. Witii reference to the Palestine qnestbon, 
he said, it constitutes the core of the An^lsraeli 
coidict. Unless tbm was 'a solution 'to tiie 
Palestine mestion, tiiere could be no'solution to 
the Anb-aneU conflict, Mr. Obeidat added. In 
re{^ to a qoestioD abewt the impact of the 
creation of a Palestinian ‘state on Jordan, Mr. 
Obeidat said, ^ I^estiniaihJordantaa rela- 
. tkmshv is an integrated and unique one, and foe 
creation of a Palestinian state would be a source 
^ joy for Jordan. 


M^ical conference to open 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A tiiree-day Joidanian- 
Goman joint medBcal omferenoe is due to* open 
at the koyal Cultural Cebtie today (Sunday). 
Specialists from Jordan,' Germany, Egypt, 1^ 
and the -United Eiaplom'are expected to review 
64 working papers dealing with orthopaedics, eye 
surgery, urinaiy tract surgery and cancer diseases 
amoDg other topics. The conference has been 
orgai&ed foe Jordimian-Gennan Sodeq^ for 
debating Blitidaess, the Jordanian Surgeons 
Sode^, foe Jordanian .Medical Association, the 
Health Ministry and the Royal Medical Services 
in addition to the University of Jordan. 


Government studies structure of joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian committees 


tm:- 


other writ e i s and friends, as weU 
as his readers, as a *^gr^ man 
and a real poM.” 

King Hnssdn Saturday confer^ 
red on Jonrnalist Mmiammad 
Daondieh the Jordan Independ- 
ence Medal of the Frist Order. 

The King presented the medal 
Mb. Daoudieh art tiie Royd 
Co^ in recognition of his dedi- 
cirted seirioes and efforts during 
hfe work at the Royal Court. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government is 
stiuMng the structure of joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian commit- 
tees to discuss ties between the 
East and West Banks of the River 
of Jordan ahead of the imple- 
mentation of the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
.agreement on autonomy in the 
occupied territories, official 
sources said Saturday. 

Ihe sources said a decision 
announced Thursday after a 
meeting between Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali and PLO 
Political Department head 
.Farouk Al Kaddouroi to form a 
higher joint committee and sub- 
cmnmhtees did not necessarily 
mean that six joint panels set up 
in July were disbanded. 

”It IS possible that orientatum 
of the committees will diange to a 
nraotiating mode,” said a senior 
om^. “AH options are under 
study, but what is more importut 
is a clear basis of understanding 


on both sides that coordination 
and cooperation are beneficial to 
all.” 

The six committees, 
announced on July 10 but formed 
in August, were entrusted with 
foe task of discussing cooperative 
in issues related to i^gees, eco- 
nomy, border and security, wa- 
ter, foe environment and regional 
security. 

Only two of foe committees 
have met so fan the Economic 
Cooimktees headed by Marwu 
Dudin, a member of the Jord^ 
nian peace negotiating team and 
a former minister, amitbe Border 
and Security Affairs Committee 
beaded by Abdullah Touqan. 

Mr. Dudin, who served as 
minister of oocuined territories 
affairs before the portfolio was* 
abolished in line with Jordan's 
July 1988 decision re sever legal 
and administrative ties with the 
West Bank, also heads the com- 
mittee on refugees. 

Munther Haddadin, also a 
Jordanian negotiator and former 
bead of the Jordan Valley Au- 


thority, beads the Water C^sm- 
mittees. 

*1116 PLO delayed its nomina- 
tion of the Palestinian side to the 
committees feor over a month. 
Although no explanations were 
available, it believed that tte 
organisation's preoccupations 
with its secret negotiations wifo 
Israel in Oslo,- Norway, and foe 
uncertainties surrounding the 
talks prompted foe delay. 

Jordan was not a party to the 
secret talks and was not consulted 
on foe details of tte autonomy 
agreement. 

After initial reservations, 
however, Jordan supported foe 
agreement, expressing hope that 
it would lead to a just aiid com- 
prehensive settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict based on 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and internation- 
al legitimacy. 

■ The genoal idea behind the 
formation of the committees was 
to crystallise the shape of ties 
between the two banks against 
the backdrop of a possible 


Jordanian-Palestinian confedera- 
tion after foe Palestinians regain 
their complete ri^ts. 

Aithongh the confederation 
proposal or other ideas for future 
ties remain alive, the newfound 
independent negotiating status of 
the Paitt^ians and the separa- 
tion of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to peace 
talks have brou^t about the ne- 
cesBty to revamp the committees. 

The mutual recognition be- 
tween foe PLO and Israel and 
their autonomy ^reement signed 
this month did away wifo the 
need for the Joint delegation. 
Under the Joint team formula, a 
Jordanian delegate attended all 
bOateral Israeli-Palestinian nego- 
tiations and a Palestinian dele- 
gate attended Israeli-Jordanian 
negotiations. Under the new* 
reuties, Jordan is Studying the 
oomplemenfory between foe va- 
rious ooimnittees with a view to 
safeguarding its national in- 
terests, the sources said. 

*There are many issues that 
overlap each other and the ^main 


objective now is to tie them 
together so that loose ends and 
duplication of work are elimin- 
ate^,” said the senior source. 

According to the source, there 
b little need to change the Jorda- 
nian representatives in the com- 
mittees. 

"All of them could easily be 
described as the best Jordan 
has,” he said. ”Tbey have excel- 
lent records and expertise in their 
various fields of specialisation.” 
Dates have yet to be ret for the 
committees' next meeting. 

Palestinian sources said the 
PLO may also want to reorient, 
the Palestinian ride to the panels. 

“The extent of possible 
changes in the shape of the 
Palestinian side to the delegations 
b not clear yet,” said a PLO 
source. “The matter is under 
study in Tiinis.” 

Other sources said one of the 
issues that would be taken up 
during an expected vbit of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to Jor- 
dan fob week b the committees 
and foeir tasks. 


lAF to announce candidates Monday 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front Jordan's best 
known political party, will 
announce its list of candidates 
for the scheduled November 8 
i^slative elections within the 
next 24 hours, said a spokes- 
man for the party Sati^ay. 

The party, an umbrella 
group for the Muslim Brotber- 
I hood movement and indepen- 
dent Iriamists who won 22 
i seats in the 1989 eleoions, is 
expected to field at least 35 
candidates, according to a 
spokesman at the party head- 
quarters. 

Ishak Faiban, the party's 
I secretary ^eral, stud the lAF 
i would field candidates in 50 
per cent im* more of the King- 
dom's 20 electoral dbtricts. 

About 70 per cent of the 
lAF membeis elected re the 
country's 11th Parliament are 
expected to be re-nominated 
by their party. One notable 
exception is Mamdpub Al 
Hawamdeh who, along wifo 
the maveridc Sheildi Abdul 
Mimem Abu Zant, swept votes 
in the predominantly conserva- 
tive second cfistiict-of Amman 

Bird 

enthusiasts 
to start 
awareness 
campaign 

AMMAN (Petra) — A newly- 
established Jordanian Conunittee 
for wild Bird in Jordan 
announced Saturday foat it will 
soon embark a wide-scale public 
awareness eampaign about birds. 

Afoian Bnd^, the commit- 
tee's rapporteur, said the pane! 
will tiy to disseminate mrerma- 
tion about the types of birds in 
the Kingdom, how re proride 
(Hotection for them as tb^ are a 
nationaI.wealtb, as well as how to 
allow tte birds to breed safely. 

ibe committee, formed und^ 
the nmbrella of the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
.(RS<^, decided at a recent 
meeting to work out its main 
cfojectives and make them known. 


in 1989. 

Yousef Al Atiiem, a promin- 
ent Islamic educator who gar- 
nered the highest number of 
votes in tiie southern Ma'an 
district, b also expected to 
decline from the Lower House 
of Parliament race, for health 
reasons. 

The lAF strongly opposed 
the rreent change in the elec^ 
toral law which limited to one 
the number of candidates a 
voter could elect. 

Most political observers be- 
lieve that the change, known as 
the *‘one-person-one-vote 
clause.” wo^d.limit foe num- 
ber of lAF candidates tbtt 
could win seats in the Lower 
House. 

Mr. Farfaan, in a recent in- 
terview srith the Jordan Times, 
fooi^t otherwise. ”It might 
not increase the number great- 
ly, but it won't reduce them,” 
he said. 

“At a time when questions 
of belonging and identity and 
of mternational standing of foe 
Arab World are being 
said Mr. Fmfaan, “Islam is the 
greatest uniting and binding 
factor.” 

Tbe lAF was among the first 
ten of some twenty political 


parties that won legal status in 
foe Kingdom and was the poli- 
tical group to enjoy org^isa- 
tional freedoms in foe last ^ 
years. 

In the late 19S0's many 
Brotherhood members found 
political refiiM in Jordan from 
pan-Arab and sociaiist regimes 
in the region. As loyal suppor- 
ters of the monarchy, the 
group was ^en a free hand in 
the field of education and some 
aspects of sodal disdi^ne until 
ISIW when they came out in 
frill force as a mainly political 
organisation during the first 
legislative elections in three 
decades. 

Controlling more than one 
quarter of the seats in the 
Lower House and one-third 
with independent Islamists, the 
group, that legally became the 
lAF in December 19^ tried 
to implement strict Iriamist 
teachings through legislation. 

Five members of the gitHip 
became Cabinet members in 
the goveniment of Modar Bad- 
ran in 1990. Mr. Badran bad 
first opened up the N&nstiy of 
Education to Brotherhood 
members in the early 1970’s — 
the beginning of strong 
Brothefbood influence among 


Jordanian youth. 

Many of tiie lAF attempts to 
introduce new and amend old 
legislation failed, but created 
fear among the senilar ele- 
ments in Jordanian society. 

A leading middle-of-the- 
road lAF member, Balqa's 
Deputy Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
was elected to thrre (out of a 
to^ of four) oODSeentive terms 
as House speaker. Mr. Ara- 
biyat has told the Jordan Times 
be will run as an lAF candidate 
in foe coming elections. 

Domestically the lAF prop- 
oses to segregate the sexes in 
secondary scbocris, universities 
and foe work place, ban the 
buying, consuming and manu- 
facturing of akxiholic bever- 
ages except among Christiaiis, 
impose an Islamic dress code 
and introduce the Zakat taxa- 
tion of per cent. 

The group gave latent sup- 
port to Iraq during the U.S.- 
led war agimist that countiy. 

Traditionally of^iosed to dl 
secular reginies in the region, 
tile Brofoeiiiood was pro-Iraq 
and anti-Saddam. 

Its members reflBed Cabinet 
appointments ajfter Jordan be- 
gan participating in foe Arab- 


Israeli peace talks launched in 
October 1991 since it is 
bypotheticalW oppesed to any 
didogue with the state of 
Israel. 

This week lAF members ral- 
lied in Palestinian refugee 
camps and luge population 
centres around the country to 
condemn week's mutual 
recognition between the Pales- 
. tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel. Any deal 
struck that would make less 
than all of historic Palestine an 
Arab and MisUm-controUed 
jState is unacceptable they say. 
Jihad (holy war) is the solution 
to the Aralh-Israeli dispute 
over Palestine, says the lAF. 

The party has un-defiued 
ofganisationial links re foe Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, althouj^ direct links 
and dependency are denied by 
both ^ups. 

. The lAF would like to see a 
confederation or preferably a 
federation between Jordan and 
the occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories before the “rest of Hiles- 
tine is liberated,** rather than 
an independent Palestinian 
state. It does not recognise foe 
state of Israel. 


Private school teachers to be paid 
on equal basis as government colleagues 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Eduratum inrists foat pri- 
vate sdiool teachers be paid on 
equal basis wifo their counter- 
parts- at government schools, 
according to Ahmad Awad, 
forectOT m the ministry of edn- 
caiton's Private Education in the 
greater Amman area. 

At the start of the 1993-94 
scholastic year, some of the pri- 
vate schools forced their 
teachers to sign contracts whidi 
stipulated bi^ salaries, but the 
majority of these teachers receive 
far less than the amount agreed 
to, said Mr. Awad. 

For this reason the ministiy has 
set up a committee comprising 
re presentatives of foe ministiy m 
education, the assodations of 
teachers in private sdiools and 
owners of private sdiools, as well 
as tiie Mini^ of Labour to 
control the atnation, Mr. Awad 
expUdned. 

he said that agrrement was 
readied at the oommittee's meet- 
ings re fix a salary of JDTO a 


WHAT*S GOING ON 

72ie follow^ listings are oom/»ted from mmitbly bulletins and die 
daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed time and 
s/ace wHb the eoacemed institutions. 


if ftThaihinii of children’s p ointings at die British Conndl. 

-fr Art esdubition Ity Iraqi artist Nomi Al Raw! at Ratndna Art 
GaDery. ' 

ir Art ftvliihitinn by Egyptian artist B. Bikar at the Balqa’ Art 
GaHety in Fnbeis. 

fr Paintings eifoiliitlon by Amor Aooras and Salam Kanaan at the 
Alia Art GaDery. 

it Pen n aneiti exUbition of 58 artists and '*Oiair” Exhibitioa at 
Darat Al Ftinan the Abdnl Hamid Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Lnwdbddi (10 ajn.-7 pjn.; Fridays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) Td. 
043251-2 

fr Edibition of painttiy by Jordaniaii artist Bishara Nsyjar at 
wrfiiujifl Alt GaDery, Amra Shopi^ Coitre. 

if Art exhibition Ity tear Al Bsoul entitle ''Samples ot IKIfereDt 
Arts” at the Rqyal CnItnnI Coitre. 

nuns 

FBm entitied "Citiaoi Kane” at tiie American Centre at 6ril0 p.ffl. 


mooth for teachers with dipimnas 
in education and a minimum of 
JD 90 for teachers with oniveisity 
degrees. 

Under tins agreement, private 
school teachers will receive salar- 
ies on an equal level anth foeir 
colleagues at the government 
spools, be added. 

Unfortunately, and because of 
the high rate of unemploynient 
among the diploma , holders, 
many of tiie .teasers have been 
receiving lower salari^, Mr. 
Awad saM, adding that the minis- 
try consider this eiqiloitation. 

In addition some of the schools 
have resorted to raising by 100 
per cent die sdiool fen at the 
start of foe present scholastic 
yeaf, but foe majority of* these 
schools raised the foes by 50 re 60 
per cent over last year's rates, 
according to Mr. Awad. 

He said private sdiools were 
originally established in Joitian as 
non-profit institatiohs run by mis- 
sibnaxies or diaritable or^nisa- 
tions, but recently many people 


CONTROLLING PHOS- 
PHATE DUST: An antomalic 
dost eontrd system (ch<^ 
feeders) at tiie fdiosphate ex- 
porting Jetty at Atyriia Port 
controb phosphate dost emis- 
sion with an absorption rate of 
90%. Dust c mi t tii^ frmn tlw 
piMsphate exporting Jetty at 
Aqaba Port as a res^ load- 
ing operations had posed se- 
rfous threats to human life and 
foe ttivironmeat in Aqaba dty. 
Acting on the dhadtens of His 
Royal ffighnfjM Crown Prince 
Hassan, the ports corpora ti on 
recently caepieted the insfarila- 
tion of two dufoe feeders on 
siiip4oaden at the {riioqdHde 
berth. The system, costing 
$500,000, wag mstdled and te 

r ited by port persooneL 
old phosph ate ship-loader 
was renovated by port staff to 
enhance its dart coQird ciqiae- 
ity. These efforts come in line 
with Aqaba port’s plans to con- 
trol poDntion and laahitaiw a 
dean and hedtfay e n vironment 


have estabiisbed priv^ schools 
soley as investments. 

Mr. Awad said the ministry 
plans re issue new regulations 
related to fixing sdiool fees to 
prevent any explitation of the 
parents. 

He urged all those teachers 
who disci^r any mistreatment 
by Iris or her private school to 
report the matter to bis office so 
foat be can deal with foe prob- 
lem. 

Mr. Awad also demanded stric- 
ter control on private schools to 
force them to abide by nrinistry 
regnlations. 

His views were echoed by 
Mohammad Qeimari, member of 
the Private School Teachers 
Association (PSTA)* board, who 
said private schools impose fees 
on the stu^nts at will, wifo no 
justification. 

Many of the private schools, he 
continued, lack a healthy educa- 
tional enviromnent and proper 
sendees for ,teadiers and stu- 
dents; and sifoool buses are old 


and many of them are in ill 
repair, disuged Mr. Qeimari. . 

He- urged the ministry of 
education to conduct a search 
ramjMign and ensuic that the 
schools abide by regulations'con- 
cenriog services and fees. . 

He said an inspection of the 
school registers can reveal 'the 
rate of salaries, and school fees 
and. would show that sdiool 'clas- 
ses are often overcrowded, mak- 
ing it difficult for the teachers and 
.to cany out their task. 

Subhi Assaf, president of, foe 
Owners of Prh^te Schools Asso- 
dation, -said that a 10 to 15 per 
cent annual increase in school 
fees is enough to cover rising 
expenses. 

He urged private school 
teachers to ref^ to sign con- 
tracts offering high salaries unless 
they are quite sure that the sdiool 
will honour the commitment. He 
also appealed to the ministry of 
education to put an end to such 
manipulation. 
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'if Lcdnre'cntitied: ''International Legitimacy: b tt a (fover or a 
Jnrtilleatini to Ibe Force?” by Mr. Salim'Sweis at Abdid Hamid 
shianam Foondattm. 
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Jordan in seminal test 


SHOULD JORDAN, in of the Pakstnusn-lsradi agremwnt 
OB nmteal reciognitioB and antonomj in the occ im i ed territories, 
postpon e paiffpuienfaiy elections now schodaled tor Nov. S? TUs 
is the big qoestioa cnneii^jMiiig adud and ddMted, sometinies. 
heatedly, by bott Jordanteas a^ Pakstbnans. 

Those who advocate a pwTlpiainnfnl do so on tte premise ttat 
the ele ctio ns fampaigi wOi naist ccrtamly be dondnsted by the 
dhddve isine of the ^reement and its consequences on 
destine and the region as a whole, lliey contend that the 
gra^s appashig tte accord — the Uamists, the nttra-nstfiondsts 
rrj fctbin iift — w3l combine Corces to attract a 


large nmnber of voters to their side. The targetted voters, many of 
whom are of Pdestfadan Qrig^ idD most probably be of^osed to 
the a gr eem e n t gven the andngiity of its terms, bnt cqiecialy As 
ft il nff etoaddreastoeprohlemQf the 1948 refngecs in Jordan who' 
Oe nudarlly of Palestinians in die country. 


The argument goes Uke If the antj-agreemeot forces do 
unite their effsets, ttiey mi|dd be drie to send a majority of 
anti-peaee deputies to PsrlimnenL Fmtfaermore, some of those 
who want the dections put off ask how Palestinians, espedafly 
thme from the West Bank, conid be aDowed to vote tui^ once fiir 
Jordan's ParBanunl and aaother for the setf-govenuDent conned 
en v i sa ged in the a ntono toy deal. 

The opponents, portinilsrlf thon^ not e ietn s i vely those who 
had stroB^ opposed last monfh*s dectoml dn^e to the 
one-pcfson one-vote fommla, fear that the d ect hms, taldng place 
as Ih^ wo nM be ag^nst the backdrop of the Pidestinian-Iaratf 
a pm iifi it^ nii£;ht nrnfr fiplowrr ifniiiltTitiriT hr trr r n i Jordairiint? 
'and PriestiniaBS at a dme wiam Jmdim is in its greatest need to 
— *^‘**"H nfrfyyp* "nd ^ iiig «w 

charge that the picsad Cabind is a pmiisan government, and that 
tte present stage requires, fantead, a **natioBal unity government” 
whose r ew dotioB to either hold or postpeme elections wBI be 
n c cepta hle to more people across the board. Those opponents say 
flnt the maknup of tois goveramcat, **whiA b predominandy 
East Jnrdanian,** laiglil 1^ A to con c en tr ate on the dndity of 
loyalty hi Ike Jonisaim body poBtic, tori as snch, A dtoold not be 
with the Imk of boMnig e le c t io ns . 


The proponents of hoUii^ the elections on tbdr sefaedakd date, 
on the other hand, say any p o s tp oo wne nt wotod be a sedmefc to 
democracy both on the local level and to Jordan’s image abroad. 
Th^ bcHeve that the election season win be the most appropriate 
for the peace agreement to be dbenssed and for 
Jordaabni and Palestinians to beg^ didr kmg-awaited debate on 
the rdaChmd^i betw e en them and on what they want to do wAb 

liianoelves and how they wmd to dmpe ttdr (tatnre and ties firom 


Tfab'camp itrongly believes that Jordanians and Palestinians 
who accept the I s r ael FLO aymwmt win tog e ft er say yea to A. 
And these who oppose A wiB do so together abo. Th^ sqy dib b 
Mmt d cmecr o cy b aM rfiont and they fieel cenSdent that there wffl 
bo a porilive reqwnoe to the accord be the end. These yea sayers, 
i^Jeimhdingtbte Jordan wiBdieose a **respondMe” pa iB a mc n t 
no matter what the bsnes at stake are, abo nwmtwm that the 
msFili riimiif hf itoppril fnr inr rm~trr rrcannrmr itf 
liiiii i M H iWin nr lilffiraA ihr firmmrtinrr~ eimnit nr Tfcf]- rAr 
lb riprrifnrr of thr flrffiiwT irhm thr randidetm tarMrd. it 
an cqnaBy critical time br Jordan, bsnes as big as potwiti^ 
•dbirive and t*— ***” as the — ■*w«—y a greement and Jordanian- 
Mestiatan rclationir — past, present and ftatnre. Pee lp o ning 
cbdionB at tids jimctnc, contrary to what the opponents thiak, 
wB send mgati v e wgaali to the differeat poBtteal parties, to the 
Fhlesdnbn uinjUtucncy b Jordan and to the country at targe. It 
wB ttrow the door iride open fbr pentFop fedBi^ by bofli 
Jordanians and PalestimaBS to fester, cqwriel|y in the absence of 
the right forma to dbensG al outstanding bsnes frankly and b the 
open. The Pblestiniaas b particular mud not be left to fed apy sort 
of bobdion and by waking untB their find s tains 

was resolved and before the rierfons coold be held. In view of 
pMiMi hefty M ' gMM— ite for and ■gMwM*, we beHeve that Jordan’s 
hi gher in terests are better served by a decision to go abend with 
jmidhig the d e ctio ns on time. It b tme the PLO-lsnd agreemed 
hm raised more questions than A provided answers, and tint some 
Him is nrrdfd to try to dose the gaps before a final d ecisi Bn b 
tiben by ^ Mpbdf* But Che bet &d toe anti-peace cmtoi b very 
active, and at times acts devbnsly b its opp os A ien to toe peace 
procem, b not b itself a good encose to bdt toe nainrd procem 
tow ards more democr a cy and not give the people theb ri^tfnl 
Co have then' spy on what tb^ cbooae and deride for 
th e ms e l v e s. 

The proponents of peace and tiiose vriw believe b toe righteons- 
ncss of toe Jordadan-Pdestidan cause and naity of pur p ose 
slioirid come ont of tbe doset, and they are the sBent mdonity, and 
then- position and betieCs kindly and deariy. 

|w«wn« - a gy is «M«niy aboot poUic participation b toe derisions 
made on toe people’s ftatnre, and tIds partidpation can <ndy take 
place b a bmltiiy and open a tmo qp her e, away from Dqjnstified 
ban, patronbation and iM»tiiinoi taboos. TUs comtiry, oader toe 
kiali I iTifp of Hb Mp/csty King Hassem, has already overcome 
Duyor ebstaries faring As pn^rem and devricqMnent. It has abo 

eqmv a »*y «« walmg dw^r a ry « way nf Kfr fnr its pMfk. 

We ton* cannot afford, nor most we allow, tbe process to be 
retarded or s top ped, even under such difBcdt sAnations as those 
we are pasting throi^ now. Postpomng the dections Bar a year or 
not threaten onr deiBocnqr, bnt a step ISte ton ntigU be 
too^lA of, perceived or viewed as r^Rssfam and weakness on our 
part. Bnt a more biportmit reason for proceeding with tiw 
ihrlionf; on time b that suay compdKng contidcratkm to postptme 
them is ca^ ootwd^ied by the marks and advanti^ vt dofaig 
otterwbe. 

TUs country and As peo|de, Jordanians and Pa i wohUaiM aBfca, 
are not only ready for the biggest campaign towards democratic 
practiee b onr Hftiime. We are abo fwepared to meet the dnlkoge 
of national achievement and political maturity head on. Hiere b no 
qnestini tbit Jordtei b more than capabte of, and wiD Cere wdl in, 
passing the waninal test. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


ByDr.FahedAlFanek 


The economics of the peace agreement 


Tbe Palestmiao-Israeli interim agreement on Gaza and Jericho 
£rst has four annexes; two of them deal with economic aspects. 
Hie third amwx b a protocol on development and economic 
programmes and tbe fourth is a protocol on development plans 
and concepts fbr the region. It was confirmed that there are no 
confidratiti annexes. The so-called confidential annexes pub- 
fitoed ^ some tabloids were fake, as one can eatily conclude 
upon lading them. 

The two economic protocob, published on Sept. 1, 1993, by Al 
Ra’i newspaper, as translated mm the Israrii newspaper Y^ot 
/toronot, are not exac^ identical with the official text published 
by Al Ra’i on Sept. 13, 1993, as supplied by PLO sources in Tunis. 

A thorough study of the Isni^ version of the economic 
protocob would make us pause on certain odd provitions: 

— Cooperation over water resources regards the rights of the 
two parties over the water of tbe West Baiik and Gaza onty. This 
is an application of the rule of tiie-strongest: What b mine b mine 
and what b yours b negotiable! 

— There b reference to a free trade area, vtoiefa means full 
opening up to trade without customs protection. trade areas 
are of course different from duty fm zones. It b very unlikely 
that the Palestinian infant mdustre will be able to compete with 
tbe large scale and v^-establisbed Israeli industry without a 
measure of protection. A minimum import duty of 30 to SO per 
cent b essential not only to protea dometiic industry but also to 
secure revenue for tbe treasury of tbe Palestinian self-govem- 
ment. 

— The iKotocol suggests the establishment of Palestinian- 
braeli joint companies in tbe West Bank and Gaza, an indication 
that Israel would like to have Israeli producb labeled “Made in 
Palestine” to be exported to Jordan and other Arab markets. 


— The economic protocol covers cooperation and coordination 
in the field of mfonnation and oonnnmiication. It is not 
understood vdry the media activity should be covered in tbe 
econonuc and developmental protocol. 

— The ■ protocol on r^onal development caDs oa the two 
parties to work as one team, with fw coordination among 
themselves towards devdopment of tbe hCddle East legon as a 
whole, mdudiog the establshment of regonal funds .and develop- 
mental banks, ue esqrbntation together with Jordan of tbe Dead 
Sea resources, tbe ooimection <» rieefridty networks, legtonal 
cooperation in tbe field of tranqxrrting (Arab) oil, touristic 
cooperation and omnirieiDentaiities, etc... ; 

The PLO versioo of tbe same protocols refers to the GommoD 
water, not only to West Ba^ and Gaza water resonroes. It plays 
down the free trade area to make A Hmited on both aoes. 

It is extremely important to verify tbe Arabic translation of the 
i^reement and the protocols in order for os to be able' to assess 
theinproperly. It s true that both the government of Israel and 
the Pto are under {vessure to twist tbe facts and exfdanaikMis in 
order to s^ the agreement to hostile oppodtion, but we need to 
have a look at the final verdon wfaidi was dgned SqX. 13, 1993. 

However, what are more striking in the economic protocols are 
not tbe areas that were deit wAh or -covered one way or another, 
but tbe areas wfaidi were misdng altogether. 

The agreement on Gaza and Jericho first and the four protocols 
annerod to A Itopt dlence over tbe following aspects: local 
currency and monetary aotiiority, fbrmgn trade and customs di^, 
direa and indirect taxes, hceosiog new industries, foreign 
borrowing, housing and returnees absorbtion, aviation, pas^Torts, 
confiscated lands, laws of retnrn. 


Dangers, hurdles and hope 


By Rashid Khalidi 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
For 26 years it was illegal to 
possete a Palestinian flag in tbe 
occupied territories. On Monday, 
-young men waved flags openly as 
ti^ drove in jubilant, horn^ioa- 
king processions throu^ the re- 
fugee camps, villages and narrow 
dty streets of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

They were reflecting what 
many Palestinians here feel about 
the agreement dgned in Washing- 
ton: tbe misery of two and a half 
decades of ocoq^ation has been 
so intense that almost any diange 
A welcome. 

Some changes that have 
already taken place, such as 
mutual recognition between the 
Palestinian and Israeli peoples, 
weregueted with pleasure by the 
major^ of Palestinians. And the 
possilrihty that the accord marks 
tiie end of the tide of Israeli 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories and of the historical pro- 
cess of expulsion of the Palesti- 
nians from their homeland is also 
significant. 

But the obstacles that still 
stand in the way of a lasting 
pe^, and of the Palestinian sta- 
bility and prosperity that would 
guarantee it, are truly daunting. 

For one thing, the framework 
of the peace process, with As 
phases and interim phases, is, 
unnecessarily constricted and 
comfriicated — a legacy of Israel’s 
Likud government and of condi- 
tions imposed by American offi- 
cials on the Madrid negotiations 
tiiat led to tiie new agrroment. 
This formula played a major part 
in preventing prog r ess on tbe 
Palestinian-Inaeii fradc for near- 
ly two years; it was finally jetti- 
soned by the Israelis a^ the 
Palestine Uberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), but the idea of 
phases A still with us. 

The negotiators will have to 
face not only the complexity of 
tbe issues themselves but also tbe 
involveinent of an American “full 
partner” whose contribution has 
so far been less than constructive. 
In recent months, the input of 
American ptriicymakeis has been 
so one-sidro that it ercasperated 
not only Pales^ians but even the 
IfraelA thenuelves. 

ThA was most evident during 
the May and June rounds of 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations, 
when U.S. poUcymakeis inter- 
vened, presenting draft docu- 
ment dim were unacceptable to 
boft sides. In both cases tbe 
American drafts were less forth- 
coming to tbe Palestinians than 
tbe braelA* drafts; a U.S. draft 
of a “declaration of pnndples” 
went beyond the Isra^’propos- 
aA on a whole array of crndal 
issues, indudiog who mi^t ulti- 
mately have sovereignty over the 
t erri tories. 

Unl^ the Qhiton administra- 
tion can leant to play an iropar^ 
role — takii^ as a starting point 
adtat the parties themselves say 
they want instead of what the 
UnAed States thinks they should 
want — it will continue to be' 
neither a mediator nor an honest 
broker, but rather a major obsta- 
cle in the path of peare. 

And even if all goes well in the 
many months of painfbl negotia- 
tions to come, the results are 
bound to meager: nothing 
more than die shape of interim 
arrangements for fewer than half 
the Palestinian people '(those in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Stm) for five years at most. 

liie really hard issues — tbe 
status of Jerusalem, the disposi- 
tion of Israeli settlements, 
Palestinian statehood and 
sovereignty, the issue of refugees, 
to name just a few — are to be 
lefr to “final status” talks. Many 
Palestinians will not benefit from 
tiiese arrangmnents for yean, if 
ever — particularly mose in 
Lebanon and Syria (most of them 
1948 refugees and their descen- 



dants) — and they have good 
reason to be dissatisfied. 

Beyond these problems, still 
others loom farther down the 
path to a lasting peace. Two are 
particularly serious: the depend- 
ence of the Palestinian economy 
on that of Israel, and the ability 
of the Palestinian interim govern- 
ment to deal with the vast econo- 
mic and social |»oUems of die 
people who will gradually come 
nndm iA control. 

The dedaration of prindples 
calA for a very hi^ dq^ree of 
cooperation between Isr^ and 
the Palestinian interim govern- 
ment, particulariy in tbe dom- 
mains of water, energy, finance, 
investment, industry, com- 
munications and transportation. 
It caUs for joint projects in tex- 
tiles, food, electronics, diamond^ 
and compateis. 

In principle these are all 
wonderful ideas. But anyone 
even vaguely familiar wifo die 
Palestinian economy — riddled 
tty well over a quarter century of 
dkinvestment, ne^ect of tbe in- 
frastructure and Israeli obstruc- 
tionism — must be uneasy at the 
prospect for cooperation between 
two such luieqoa) partners. 

For tbe 2 million people of the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
and tbe tens of thousands dis- 
placed from the territories since 
the 1967 war but now entitled to 
return, proroerity depends on in- 
tegration or tbe Patestinian eco- 
nomy with those of the world and 
the region. 

But at the same time, tbe 
Palestinian economy must be fun- 
damentally restruQured to de- 
crease its near-to-total depend- 
ence on ^ Isi^U economy, and 
also to foster greater autonomy 
and greater balance in As rela- 
tions with oth^ partners. The 
detaib of the accord do not bode 
well for such autoiKMny, or for 
any such balance, particalarly 
sinoe there has been no move so 
fer to negotiate paralid economic 
agreemenA wito the neighbour- 
ing Arab countries and die Euro- 
pean Community. 

Hus A not yet an irremediable 
flaw. But for Palestinians who 
have seen tbe vast power of tbe 
Israeli manufecturiqg and agri- 
cultural lobbies to shape thmr 
gpvernment’s economic policies 
in the occupied territories, ex- 
treme caution seems in’ order. 

So, too, nddi the powerful 
I^estinian economic interesA, 
many of which have already 
taken tentative steps toward 
cooperation with Israeli 
businesses. Again, id principle 
thA A a wondorel dung. And tbe 
active invotvemeut of the major 
Palestinian banking, construc- 
tion, mvestment and accounting 


firms, .which have contributed so 
much to creating and sustaining 
the prospmAy of numerous Arab 
countries, A essential if tibere A to 
be a strong Palestinian economy. 

But those firms and the people 
who control them have tbar own 
interesA. These maty or may not 
coincide wAh the [uessing needs 
of a pcqmlation that has been 
dqmved and oppressed fbr more 
than a generation. 

This brings ns to die heart of 
tbe problem: How well will tbe 
new Palestinian interim govern- 
ment balance the competing in- 
teresA A win represent — those 
of trig business and other parA of 
sodety, those of the Patetinians 
inside Palestine and those out- 
side, those of peofrie displaced 
since 1967 and diose of rriugees 
from 1948, and so forth? '• 

How wUl it respond to tbe 
needs of a devastated economy 
and sodety, in tbe Gaza Strip in 
particu l ar, for rapid, equitable 
and sustainable development? At 
the same time, bow will it re- 
spond to die pe^^’s need for 
democratic Mlitical exinession 
and strong, effective governance? 

Tbe answers to these ques- 
tions, far more than {nr^dems of 
security for Palestinians and 
IsraelA, will determine whether 
we are on die bii^ of peace, or 
of a slide into chaos and nngov- 
mabflAy on the model of Soma- 
lia and many other countries in 
the ix)st-worid war era. 

Muy people fear seenrity 
— partiailarly tbe potential foir 
violent Palestinian oiqxisition to 
these ^reemenA — will be die 
AcbHIes' heel of the current 
agreement But tins concern A 
misplaced. Whether diere will be 
a violent Palestinian bacldadi 
against diA agrament will not 
depend on the size and rntbless- 
ness of Palestinian security forces 
in suppressing disorder and dieir 
willingness to cooperate with 
Israel. 

Instead, A wfll depend mainly 
on whether the Palothiians can 
govern themselves democratical- 
ly; achieve rapid economic 
growth; create a basic ntfrastra^ 
tare; provide Jobs, housing, 
schooling and proper mediCTl 
care, and raise the aitysmal stan- 
dard of living in the occupied 
territories, especially the Gaza 
Scrip. Success' in these domains 
would isolate and silence those 
tako would violently dAnipt tbe 
accords. 

^ But if government A autocra- 
tic, partisan and undemocratic; if 
corruption A rampant, particular- 
ly in view of the billions in de- 
velopment fluids mqpeeted to flow 
into the area; if narrow private 
mterests' are untrammeied in 
their pursuit of their own advan- 


tage — if all of tins farntpeos, and 
if the basic social and economic 
{voblems of Palestinian society 
are not addressed, the interim 
period will not move smoothly 
into *iinal status” talks endittg in 
peace. It will degenerate into 
smnething fu darim. 

There are several sources of 
hope. One A the deq> desire of 
the Palestinian people fin* peace 
and stability after so many de- 
cades of upheaval. Hns will res- 
train mudt in the way of posable 
violent, reactions to die accord, 
althongh of course not all. 

Another A die Palestinians’ 
diirst for democracy and freedom 
of expression. If all goes well, thA 
nil! be articulated mrouefa a free- 
ly elected assembly, a free press 
and vigorous poKti^ parties. 
TogetbCT they wQl provide a 
strong check on aibAraiy govern- 
ment, cron^sm and corraption, 
makixig thA government a model 
for the Arab World. 

A third reason for hope A the 
vast reservoir of human resources 
and itncrttiitii>Kgi sHiis that the 
Palestinians have accnmolated 
over the years but have never 
been able to apply wAb fully in 
their own homeland. 

A major responribility resA 
wAh the internataonal community 
to supervise tbe elections to 
come, to bold the newly elected 
goveniment to a hi^ standard 
and to ensure that funds for 
economic development are not 
squandered but are invested in 
projecA of benefit to sodety m a 
nflole. 

The world community must 
also take care to safi^umd the 
in te re sA of tbe Pal estinian peo- 
ple, not solely protect those of 
Israel — on which most fordgn 
involvement in Palestinian 
affairs, espedalty dial of the Un- 
ited States, has focused in die 
past. 

But in tbe end, the outcome of 
the Palestinian’s leap of fldth A 
mainly iq) to tbe Palestinians 
themselves. Whether they leaped 
of dieir own volition or were 
puriwd, they are now in midair. 
Where they will land — in a 
prosperous state alongside toel 
in f^eration widi Jordan, or in 
chaos, civil war and renewed 
occupation — will be determined 
by nothing so mudt as the 
choices the Palestinian people 
and their leaden make in die 
months and years to come. 

The liriter diriecA tbe Centre for 
Middle East Studies of tbe Uni- 
veisity of Chicago: be advised the 
Palestinian deleadon to the 
talks from October 1991 to 
‘June. This artide is reprinted 
from Tbe New York Times. 


World peacemakers 
find new hope for 
resolving conflicts 


By Charies J. Cans 
Tbe Associated Press 

Yasser Arafat shakes hands with 
Yitzhak Rabin. Nelson Manila 
may become South Africa s fifst 
black president. U.S. and Rus- 
sian troops are planning nian- 
oeuveis — togeiher. 

What breakthrough comes 
next?' 

Around the world, bitter con- 
fiicA suddenly appev solvable. 
Imaginable by the end of the 
decade: A unified Korea. China 
and Taiwan making money 
together. U.S. fast-food res- 
tauranA in Hanoi. Cuban exiles 
returning to Havana. 

MiradK are far from guaran- 
teed. Armed conflicA. large and 
smafl, are tormenting more than 
20 conntries. Other nations are 
mapptii^ with domestic tension. 
Even the latest accomplishmenA 
in the NGddle East and South 
Africa could be undermined b>' 
extremisA or internal politics. 

Yet die worid A in a mood to 
resolve loim-standiDg disputes. 

bisb Prime Minuter Albert 
Reynolds says there are indica- 
ttODS that peace talks on North- 
ern Ireland might resume. The 
I^eli-PLO accord “has to give 
you hope” that Catholics and 
ProtestanA in Northern Ireland 
can resolve their differences, he 
said in a newspaper interview. 

“That was a ven intractable 
and old, bitter confua,” he said 
of the ZsraeUs and Palestinians. 
“If you can find a settlement for 
that, you can find a settlement 
anywhere. ...If it can be done 
there, there’s no reason why it 
can’t be done in Ireland.” 

The Israeli-PLO agreement 
offert hope to others about re- 
solving conflicA diplomatically, 
said J<tyce Neu, acting director of 
the Crafiict R^lution Program- 
me at the Carter Centre in Atlan- 
ta. The centre was set up by the 
former U.S. president to help 
mediate dvil wars. 

“^ere A a political will of the 
international community to re- 
solve conflicA,” she said. “The 
superpowers are not aggravating 
intmi^ dAputes in other coun- 
tries Ity tai^g sidtes." 

Countries also are realising 
they can’t be locked out of the 
^ooal economy, she said. Sanc- 
tions helped end apartheid in 
Stouth Africa, Ms. Neu said, and 
could ^ur agreement in the for- 
mer Yug^TsIavia and Angola. 

Bnt Brian Urquhait, a former 
hi^-ranking diplomatic trouble- 
shooter at tbe UnAed Nations 
and an aotbority on internati<Hial 
conflict, said the end of the cold 
war has brought “some friirly 
scary situations" by unleariiing 
long-si^ressed ethnic and relf 
gious (nvAions. 

**There A a climate for peace 
but thA dimate has brought a 
different kind of-cpnflia in many 
parts of the world,” said Mr. 
Urquhart, now at the Ford 
Foundation in New York. “The 
restrainA which the cold war put 
on internal conflicts have been 
removed. The U.N. was set up 
for wars between states and what 
you have at the moment are dvil 
wars. GovemmenA and interna- 
tional organisations must devise 


new wavs to deal with a lery 
different set of prublcim." 

In the former Yu^mUvU. (he 
Moodiest war in f-.urope tince 
Worid War 11 A rjeiM among 
Serbs, Muslims and Croais . 
Bosnia-Herz e gov t n a . Desftate re>^ 
pealed setbacks, imcmatioBal 
mediators hope the warring par- 
ties will soon sign a peace ^ 
partitioning Bosnia thal might 
end (he carnage. 

Other area.*! where major de- 
velopmenLs arc possible: 

— Angola, where about 
KVKfiUO people have died uno 
the southern African naiiun 
plunged back into war a scar ago 
after an iS*nuvnxb period uf 
peace. The United Nations, nen- 
Iv- active after dccadCN cold war 
paralj-ris. has approved sanctions 
to pressure Angnbn rebels into 
resuming pe.ietr talks with the 
government to end .Africa’a 
bloodiest civil war. 

— - Haiti, where a U.N. force is • 

P lanned to help restore exiled • 
resident Jcan-Bcrtrand .ArAtide 
to power and help put the 'trou- 
bled countrv* back on the demo- 
cratic path. 

— Communist North and capi- 
talAt South Korea, which stgool 
historic pacts in 19^} aimro at 
recondiiation and eventual um- 
fication. Impfemeniation has stal- 
led over disputes on nuclear in- 
spections. 

— NagorntvKarabakh. a pre- 
dominaotlv Armenian enclave 
within Azerfuijan, where fighting 
between Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan has claimed at !ca.st ]S,aW 
lives in five years. Russia and 
other outside mediators continue 
efforts to halt tbe bloodsbed. 

— Oiina and Taiwan, which 
continue to trade ideological 
barbs. But China has ittracs.^ 
some miliiarv' posAioostilong the'* 
Taiwan strait into economic de- 
velopment zones and tourist 
attractfoos. Taiwan now allows 
private travel and some business 
investment on the imdoiaitd. 

— Vietnam. Just thA week. 
President Clinton relaxed tbe 
U.S. trade embargo. aOowing 
U.S. companies tn compete for 
internationally funded develop- 
ment projecA. U.S. businesses 
are clamouring for Wa.shing(oo to 
estabUsh normal relalions. hot 
the PoW-MIA Asue stands m the 
wav. 

— Cuba. The Ointon adtranis- 
tratiion has no immediate plans to 
rela.x the JlVycar U.S. trade 
embargo despite offers ot waitneT 
relations from Cuban feuder Fidel 
C^tro. But. with hA economy in 
..a free frill from the loss of Soviet 
support, Mr. Castro has said he 
would make it easier fur exiles to 
vAit and allow individual private 
enterprise. v 

Even a string of breakthroughs”’ 
might make lAtle dent in the 
overall number of world conflicA. 
however. 

In its latest yearbook, the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute listed m,ijor 
armed conflicts in 30 countries in 
1993. The institute defines a ma- 
jor conflia as one incurring more 
than 1.000 deaths overall. 

Most of these conflicA are 
occurring within countries, rather 
than between nations. 


Should Asia adhere 
to western human 
rights standards? 


By. David Briscoe 

Tbe Associated Press 

WAS^GTON — Hie Qinton 
admmigtration, after raising faur 
man r^A as an obstacle to im- 
provea relations with China and 
Vietnam, is traniig down hs liie- 
toric. “ 

The caution xesponds to a re- 
newed debate over the imposition 
of western values on Aaan cul- 
tures. 

'Winston Lord, asristant 
secretary of state for Asia, said 
last we» that the United 
seete to deal vritb (wifnan ri gh te io 
Qiixia “not in some arrogant 
fashion of America imposing tA 
values, bat reflecting universal 
obligations under tiie United Na- 
tions Charter and steps that we 
hone^ believe wotdo be in Chi- 
na’s interesL” 

He also said that while hnman 
ri^its should be a consideration 
in deciding whether Peking 
should host the 2000 Olympfcs, 
the United States would rake no 
poation on the selec^n to be 
made Sept. 23. 

Mr. Loid indicated that human 
lighA A not always the adnunis- 
tration’s top priority in its rela- 
tions with non-democratic reg- 
imes. 

For Vietnam, he said human 
righA was “not a strict condition” 
but added that ‘*tfae warmth and 
intensity of any reiatkmship that 
we dev^OT with 'Vietnam over 
time will depend in part on th^ 
record on human righA.” 

Key questions in the Asian 
human WA debate are whether 
different values may be applied to 
easterners and westerners, 
whether social and cultural rights 
should pre c ede indiridual rimA- 


and wfaedier democracy and poii- 
ticai fr'eedom are necessary to 
protect human righA. 

The issues have been raised 
before, but th^ gain new in- 
tensity as the Cunton administra- 
tion becomes more deeply en- 
tn Asia. 

SinMpore Foreign MinAtry 
offiaai Bilriiw Kausikan. in the 
issue of F^ign Policy published 
Sunday, cited “a general discon- 
tent throughout the region with a 
purely western interpretation of 
human ri^A.” 

Mr. Kausikan accused rbe Un- 
ited States and European Com- 
munity nations of sometimes 
‘employing tbe rhetoric of hu- 
man righA as a sub^iute for 
policies Aat would require an 
inconvenimit commitment of se^ 
sources or attention.” 

Economic considerations have 
influenced some western tnunan 
nghis pronouncements, Mr. 
Kausutas said in the joarnal, 
which A publAbed the inde- 
pen^nt Carnegie Endowment 
for Intematioiul Peace, 

He noted that Japan has been 
more cautious than the United 
States in pursuing human rirtty 
goaA, ^buting this to Ja^’s 
proximity, 

kM wrote, Japan cannot escape 
coDsequenca ofpressingh^ 
2S?ri® ?*' the of 

he said, has a 
tei^n^to iransform every so- 
cAliKue into an uncomprommdng 
JMstaon of r^A’ todplace tim 
of the individual a^spe- 
^^nterest over those^ 
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Poor water management threatens India’s food supply 


By Partha S, Baneijee 


DALTONOUNJ, India — ha- 
ven't eaten since yester^y. 
^re is no food at home. No 
water, either.*’ Bucbwa Munda, 
an abori^al Indian tribesman of 
indeterminate age, qieaks of his 
destitution in an embarra^d 
. stutter — and only after some 
prodding. “I found some work 
thb morning, and so there will be 
- some food today. We won't be 
starving." 

At Bairakhera, a tiny hamlet in 
eastern India’s Palamau district, 
it is 117 degrees in the shade, but 
Mr. Munda is not overly 
botiiered fy the beat He wears a 
niiite scarf over his bead as pro- 
tection against the blistering sun 
■ and carries a catapult to hunt; 
birds. Bird meat provides almost 
the only variatiou in his family’s 
diet of wbeatcakes and salt. “We 
can't afford any ve^t^les, but I 
am often luc^ with . my cata- 
pult,” be said. For water, Mr. 
Munda must walk to M^nwatan 
village over a mile away — the 
well in Bairakhera has almost 
completely dried up. 

A duster of mud houses on a 
barren slope, Bairakhera is no 
Baidoa (Sotn^a). No one here is 
dying of starvation. But, like huo- 
dre<& of other villages in Palamau 
dbtrict of Bihar state and in 
, ~ Kalahandi district of adjoining 
. Orissa state, Bairakhera is show- 
ing the first symptoms of famine. 
Wtb DO rain smce iast August 
and steadily climbing tempera- 
tures, crops have for two 
successive years and wells have 
> . dried up. Like Buchwa Munda, 
hondreos of thousands of people 
‘ . in the dry, eastern belt are wak- 
ing up every other morning to no 
food. At least SO peome are 
reported to have died from 
. starvation this year in the region, 
most in Kalahandi. 

[ . “Palamau and Kalahandi are 
. • still f^ removed from Somalia,*' 
said S. S. Mishra, a soil ei^)^ 
>. from India's Agriculture Minis- 
. try. “People have not been re- 
. duced to skin and bones. There 
are no shocking pictures here, but 
there is no mistauM the ominous 
signs of fomine. The soil is de- 
graded. It could jget worse." 

<' Last month, Pnme Minister P. 
„ V. Narasimha Rao flew to Pala- 
. ’ mau and Kalahandi to see for 
*. himself the extent of the drought.' 

In Daltongunj, -headquarters of 
• Palamau mstnct, he announced 
special federal relief assistance of 
, S60 million. Given India's size 
and resources, it is uoUkely that a 
famine of African proportions- 
will sweep its arid eastern belt, 
eyep. If the rains agam this 
ye^\ Federal aid and ft^grains 


rushed from ouicr pans ot me 
country should keep disaster at 
bay, at least in the immediate 
future. 

But Indian agricultural expert 
are worried beyond the immedi- 
ate ftmire.'With a declining food- 


grains production, th^ wonder 
whether the county wul be able 
to support steadily expanding 
pqpulabons in the context of poor 
rainfoll and recuirinjg droughts. 
For two decades — since the late 
1960s — India has not faced a 
food shortage, despite a 54-per 
cent popula&n increase, because 
of phenomenal agricultural 
growth. Foodgrains production 
shot up by 63 per cent between 
1970-71 and 1990-91, to 176.2 
million tonnes, a figure exceeded 
only China, the U.S. arid the 
former Soviet Union. As the 
spectre of starvation looms over 
certain districts, growth is 
reaching a plateau and even thre- 
atening to reverse. 

As early as 1989, the Washing- 
ton-based Worldwatdi Institute 
warned that India could foce a 
severe food and water crunch in 
the decade ahead. Since then, 
annual government economic 
surveys have corroborated that 
prediction, reporting declining 
agricultural growth. Last year’s 
economic survey indicated, a like- 
ly ^i in fboderains production by 
l.S per cent, ui a country wifo the 




' world’s largest irrigated area and 
where the success of the green 
revolution had ensured good self* 
suffldency for two decades, that 
dearly was unsettling news. 

Everts attribute India's de- 
clining form output to land de- 
gradation. Deforestation and de- 
midirig of critical watersheds have 
upset the natural water cycle, 
causing more rain to run off in 
damagmg floods and less water to 
• percolate into the ground to 
recharge the ^uifeis. Even areas 
under irrigation are not doing 
well. Yielu from some irrigated 
lands are half «4iat agronomists 
they could be. And because 
of the rising costs of maintaining 
irr^tion networks, large sec- 
tions of land under irrigation are 
not being formed. 

Woridwatdi Institute's Sandra 
Postel. presenting the 1989 study, 
said En^ woolo need to double 
its irrjrated acreage to ensure 
self-snraciency in food in the 
1990s. More important, she stres- 
sed, the country desperately 
nee^ to improve water manage- 
ment and meek land degrada- 
. tion. “Water management is the 
key," agreed agronomist Jayanta 
Bandopa^yay of the Res^di 
Foundation for Science and Ecol- 
ogy, based in Dehra Dun in 
northern India. “Because of rain 
run-off and the degraded soil's 
poor water retention, even high 


r ainfall areas are now turning 
barren!” 

Palamau and Kalahandi are 
c a se s in point. The two eastern 
districts average an annual rain- 
foU of 130 cm, more than many 
areas in India receive. It is also 
enough to tide over a poor rain- 
^1 year, provided the water does 
-not run off the slopes. Last year 
in Palamau district, the total pre- 
dpitatfofi — averaged over 17 
collection stations — was 65 cm. 
“It hasn’t rained since August, 
not a drop.’’ said Pramod Singh, 
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hold no moisture due to surfoce 
nm-off, the crops foiled totally." 

In Nawadih village, three miles 
from Bairakhera, Sister VaJsa, a 
Roman Catholic nun from the 
southern state of Kerala runs a 
mission school and hospital. Over 
300 diildren attend the piimaiy 
school. The mission h^ also 
adopted 100 destitute frunilies, 
providing them witii free meals 
for a mree-month period. “I 
would say a fifth of my students 
cannot get to eat regnlariy at 
home," .said Sister Valsa. “We 
hold some of them bacK after 
school and feed them a second 
time." 

Twelve-year-old Santosh Ma- 
jhi, one CA the sdiool's poorest 
students, roeaks shyly, his eyes 
averted. “My fother is a share- 
cropper, but thme is no work iii 
the lanns this year,’’ be said. 
“Last week, no one at home ate 
anything for three days in a row, 
except by brother and I. We ate 
in school." Majhi's fother, like 
millions of other unemployed 
sharecroppers in the drought-hit 
region, depends on the govern- 
ment's fooo-for-work scheme for 
suteistence. ^cavating a 1 -foot 
deep and 10 -foot square tract of 
earth for roadbuilmojg fetches 4 
kg of wheat. But work under the 
sweme is not always available. 

In Kalahandi and adjoining dis- 
tricts in Ori^ state, where . 
droughts have recurred almost 
every year since the mid-1980s, a 
large part of the population has 
migrated to the dues in search of 
work. In many villages, only the 
very old and very young remain 
behind. At least 14 foimlies are 
known to have sold their children 
in de^ration. 

Kuixiari Bhoi, who sold her 
8 -year-old dai^ter to a Brahinia 
pnest for Sl^ told the Indian 
Express newspaper she might be 
focc^ to~se!l her second, cl^d if 
the situation gets ^worse. Mrs. 
Ivors' husband fuff tuberculosis 
. and is disabled. After press re- 


ports publicised her case, the 
state ^vernment advanced her 
1 nip^ (S33) to lanndi a 
small business and provided her 
husband with a tricy^ for the 
handicapped. 

State ^vermnent^ in Bihar and 
Orissa &ve sought to downplay 
and often deny newspaper re- 
ports of starvation deaths and the 
distress sale of children. Bihar’s 
Qiief Minister Laloo' Prasad 
Yadav said recently that no one 
had died of hunger in his state, 
arguing tiiat the deaths were 
caused by disease. But, coun- 
tered PaJ^au's Congre^I vice 
prerideot Pramod Singh, “If yon 
get nothing to eat for 111 days, you 
are bound to fall ill." In 1989, the 
Orissa government was taken to 
court for cflsclaiming a starvation 
death. Ihe court ruled against the 


government, ordering the admi- 
nistration to pay 25^000 rupees 
jover S830) as compensation to 
me victim’s fosnily. 


TJak Dhari Stn^, 35»ef Dul- 
sulma village in PalaiDBU ffistrict, 
who lost three children to starva- 
tion, described lus fomil/s hel- 
plessness and desperation as the 
cfoldrra wasted away. ‘'When the 
crops foiled; I be^ a frantic 
search for wo'ric. But work was 
scarce. There are few govern- 
ment ftxxl-for-woric projects in 
the area. We ate maize paste and 
berries and roots. Most days we 
ate nothing. The diildren feu ill. 1 
could not take them to the gov- 
ernment hospital. 1 was too busy 
looking for work. 1 coitid not 
even mord the bus fore. In foe 
third week of Mardi, they died, 
one after the other, as we watch- 
ed helplessly. My wife hasn't 
spoken ance.” 

“Palamau represents the early 
version of the ultimate environ- 
mental crisis that could .befoll 
India," said A. Samofo Mathew, 
- foe district’s deputy commission- 
er, or chief admi&trator. “It's 


where the mismatch between 
population growth and rnou^ 
is among ^ most glaring.’* A 
hilly, forested region, most parts 
of the district are marginal form- 
ing areas, never meant to support 
large populations. Because of 
population pressure, more and 
more people have been pushed to 
this margi nal zone. With defore- 
station and subsequent surface 
nin-^ and erorion of the pre- 
cious topsoil, foe groundwater 
table has sunk furtner and foe 
land has become even less pro- 
ductive. The upshot — crop 
lures and a water crisis whenever 
foe rains are inadequate. 

^en Prime Minister Rao ri- 
oted Palamau last month, Mr. 
Mathew suggested an elaborate 
proposal to harness and retain 
rainwater in the sofl. Mr. Rao 
sent a team from the federal 
Disaster Management Group to 
study the proposal. “By a syrtem 
of what are called check dams. 


and tie ridges — a kind of terrao- = 
the Seme forces a greater | 

percentage of water into me i 

rather than over it, erolain^ i 
Mathew. “Essentially, the prob- J 
lem is one of water conserva- | 

KamalKar, a scientist wifo the ^ 

Indian Council of ACTCutoj^ i 
Research, commented: _ inc ^ 
problem in this country is in^ 5 
management. Countries with i< 
much less rainfall and for worse 3 
soil — Israel, for insfoiice ^ 
produce bumper crops. We need e 
Mtter water management, better | 
fam management. Right now, it , 
on ly seems that the droughts are ^ 
eoing to get worse every year. » 
Sd^ W. Mathew: “What w \ 
also need is sustained policy. u 
governments change, pnonues « 
change, and, wifo tfiem, policies, j 
Wifo a little persistent effort, | 
India can gfA over its drought i 
problem arm never fear famine | 
— World News Link. I 





niis pepsaDt from eastern India looks fiM'itvfer In n Ay itrer bed; defm^esfotion, sofl 
back tlw specter fanrine (WN]L pbote) -- 


and Jadr of rain have bron^^t 


Govemment laimches ’93-’97 plan Arafat; PLO opponents step up campaign 


(Coatfanied from page 1) 

services, lifting tiie average per 
c^ta share of total consumption 
at constant prim to JD 776 at llie 
end of the period and raising tiie 
average capita income of 
GDP at constant prices to JD 894 
at the end of 1997. 

The minister stressed foat foe 
five-year plan was not a oontinna- 
tion of the previous plans, 
aJtboujgh there was a four-year 
lapse in economic planning from 
until 1993 during whidr an 
adjustment programroe and an 
amended adjustment programme 
were drawn to bring abont econo- 
mic growth and monetary steril- 
ity and eliminate structural imba- 
lances. 

“It is a new plan in terms of 
goals, methodology and opera- 
tion,” he said. 

He summarised the most im- 


portant aspects of the plan, wbidi 
was app^ed by foe council of 
foe ministers last wedt, as; 

1) The crysuesation of econo- 
mic potides instead of concen- 
trating on executing development 
projects. As such, foe new plan 
focused on developing the invest- 
ment ^mate by having indnded 
the 1 mm and regulations, foe in- 
stitntional framework and the 
bases which would widen the 
private sector role in investment 
and production. 

2) Giving very high considera- 
tion to the sodal devdopment 
dimennon and to address the 
possible negative impact of im- 
friemeoting foe economic adjust- 
ment programme, 

3) Giving tiie necessary long- 
term consideration to the role m 
tile public sector in or^isation 
and control within the co urs e of 
upgra^g government adminis- 


tration to overcome bottienedks 
foat impede foe private sector 
frcNCD playii^ its role. 

4) Reviewing and updating foe 
plan at the end of each year in 
Ught of results and dianges on the 
local scene as well as foreign 
considerations to nuuntain the 
plan operative. 

5) The hamionisation of foe 
plan wifo the go^ of the econo- 
mic adjustment programme as 
the plan is part of the programme 
and not a snbrtitnte of it. 

Dr. l^riz said local saiings 
would increase steadily over to 
coming years and investments 
would be tapping tiiese saiings 
for 40 per cent of the needra 
financing. 

The rest lA the funding, accord- 
ing to the minister, wHl come 
from international tenders and 
donors as well as forrign inves- 
tors. 


King: No decision yet to delay elections 


(Coatfanied from page 1) 

have caused any brother, and I 
did not mean to cause siidi off- 
ence ..., if it (were against) His 
Majesty fChig Fahd or any ofoer 
of my brothers, then 1 apolo- 
gise," King Hussein said. 

“But as for foe baric attitude 
(wbidi emanated from the con- 
cern for all) we will not afiologise 
and win not go back on fois stand 
under any ciicumstances,’* said 
the King^ adding that he was 
concerned for Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and its leadership and 
Iraq and, at foat thne,” its lead- 
ership. 

The King asserted foat Jor- 
dan’s stand vis-a-vis the crisis was 
not based on personri conridera- 
tions but defi^ by a concern to 
protea Arab national interests. 

Tfrou^ saying that many ques- 
tions remain unanswered about 
the future of the area in the wake 
of foe PLO-Israel agreement. 
King Hassebi said Jordan conld 
DOtbut support the accord whirii 
be described as the first step in a 
long process towards adtieving 
just and comprehensive peace in 
foe Middle East 

“1 was surprised by the accord 


in terms of its details and dimen- 
rions but finally took a stand that 
I could not take. Nmtber I 
nor any one among yon or in the 
Arab World can outbid (the 
Palestiraans),” the King said in 
the 90-minute meeting. 

Stressing that firaple should 
focus on foe p(»tive adiieve- 
ments of the agreement, TO King 
said, “our story (in the toddle 
E^) is that of missed opportnni- 
ties.” 

The King said opportunities 
were lost in the past for two 
reasons. The first was that the 
Palestini ans wanted to represent 
themselves and foe second was 
that foe majority in foe Arab 
World had tended to go for the 
ea^ solutions tiirough outbidding 
one another and trying to belittle 
the ofoers. 

The King said no danger 
should be seen in foe Palesti- 
nian's pursuit for regaining their 
nationri rights, adding that the 
PLO is the representative of tire 
Palestinian people and it knows 
what its people want and what foe 
outcome of “this first” step would 
be. 

The Kirig u^d the Palesti- 
nians to TOiain united despite 


diftieriiig pmnts of view that they 
mi^t have and not to allow 
anybody te interfere in their m- 
tenial a^iis, supporting one fac- 
tion against foe other. 

“We win do oor best to reduce 
the negative consequences and 
increase positive elements that 
could lead to foe goal of achiev- 
ing just and comprehensive 
peace,” tiie King saM. 

ResTOnding to a question. 
King Hussdn ^d real peace 
conid not be achieved unless the 
bsne of Jerusalem is solved in a 
way acceptable to all parties eon- 
cenied. 

King Hnsseid said the question 
of Falatunan refugees in Jordan 
will be discussed with the PLO 
along wifo other major issoes of 
mntu^ concern. 

King Hnssein said Palestinians 
who dioose to stay in Jordan will 
continue to receive fnll 
citizenship ri^ts and can claim 
compensation for ttietr rights in 
tire occupied territories. 

“The baric tiring is that we 
maintain out integriQr as a one 
national unit and not allow any^ 
body to do harm to this country 
with the purpose of destroying it 
or hurting it ... foe !Gng smd. 


Jerusalem 
will be 
capital 

(Omtinaed fttm page 1 ) 
pe^ process," Mr. McCurry 
said. 

Last week, the United States 
annouDoed its was reopening <fia- 
togue with foe PLO, after a foree- 
year break. 

For DOW, the contacts are most- 
ly throng the U.S. embassy in 
Ttanis, sriiere foe PLO has its 
headquarters. 

Hassan Abdul Rahman, who 
now represents the PLO in 
Washington, said bis orpnisation 
would hke to have an embas^ in 
Washington but may have to set- 
tle for a lower leiel of representa- 
tion. 

The PLO needs representation 
as early as next month to 0001 ^ 
diante negotiations on im- 
plementing the Israei-PLO 
accord, he arid. 

L^i experts say that since tiie 
PLO is not a country, it cannot 
have an embassy. 


(Continued brnn page 1) 

Fateh had announced in Tunis 
that it reached an agreemmt with 
Hamas to avoid outbreaks of 
riolenoe between pro-and anti- 
peace accord PUlestinians in the 
occupied territories. Hamas offi- 
cials hi Jordan then denied that 
any agreement had been reached. 

Mr. Lidaui described foe PLO- 
Israel areord as “signed by a gang 
that does not rqiresent the will of 
the Palestinian peofrie." 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
Hamas pledged Saturday to pm- 
sue tiie anti-Braefi uprising as 
2,000 supporters mardiM against 
the autonomy paa. 

The Hamas supporters demon- 
strated peacefully in the streets of 
Gaza Gty for about two hours, 
waring black flags on mourning 
and green, red, black and white 
Palestinian flags bearing inscrip- 
tions from the Koran, witnesses 
said. 

They accused the PLO lead- 
ership of “bur^ng the Palestinian 
cause” and shouted slogans call- 
ing for tbe-creation of an “Islamic 
Palestine" from the Mediterra- 
nean Sea to the Jordan Valley. 

The estimated 2,000 demon- 
strators, who came from across 


the Gaza Strip, prayed outside 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks before 
dispersing, the witnesses said. 

Their protest came after sever- 
al dt^ of rejoicing by tens of 
thousands of Palestinians in the 
streets of Gaza Strip. 

Hamas friedged, meanvfoile, in 
a statement denouncing the 
accord, to continne foe uprising 
in the occupied territories and 
attadu <» Israelis. 

The group said attacks on 
“Jews and their agents" would 
continue “thron^out all of 
Palestine." 

Three Israeli soldiers straj^ 
into foe Hamas demonstration 
but t^r jeep was escorted out 
safely by oiganisers. 

The troops drove out of Gaza’s ■ 
niilitaiy administration headquar- 
ters to find themselves smack in 
foe middle of the protest. 

After asking journaiis& who 
the demonstrators were and 
learning their identi^, foe visibly 
frightened troops quickly donned 
their helmets and bullet>^noof, 
vests, an AFP reporter said. 

SecuriQr offidals for the mardi 
approached them, arms in foe air 
to show foey had no weapons. 


shouting: “Don't shoot, it’s a 
peaceful demonstration." 

They then surronnded 'foe jeep 
and tuned away tfae demonstra- 
tors. 

The protesters, from across foe 
Gaza strip, had been instructed 
not to dafo wifo the Israeli army, 
l^estinian soorces said. 

“Bnlleis will find the soldiers of 
foe ocaqiatioa, their settlers and 
agents ai^ knives will be out da^r 
or ni^ to rip apart the bodies of 
Jews and tiimr agents on all tiie 
laud of Palestine," tiie Hamas 
statement said. 

It vehemently denounced foe 
deal between Israel and tfae PLO, 
saying it accorded legal status to 
“a miiu-state of Jews on Palesti- 
nian soil." 

Hamas accused foe PLO of 
“abandoning the struggle for 
national ri^ts” and said it would 
pursue an frlamic holy war “until 
Palestine is liberated and a 
Palestinian Muslim state is estab- 
lisbed." 

The movement called on- 
Palestinian groups “opposed to 
the poUqr of compromise and 
treason” to unite ana urged mem- 
bers of Fateh to fight the “shame- 
. fill capitulation" of thmr lead- 
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eisbip; 

hi Baghdad, a newspaper run 
by President Saddam Hussein's 
son published .a harsh attack 
Saturday on Mr. Arafat and 
niged foe haqi authorities to 
organise opposition to the Israeli- 
PLO accord. 

The commentator in foe daQy, 
Babel, also mooted the possibility 
of an Iraqi reoondliation with 
Syria. 

Tfae peace deal signed between 
the PLO and Israel was “an aa of 
submission by Arafat," said the 
article in the paper, which is ran 
by Oday Saddam Hussein. 

“Even if we do not treat hfan 
(Arafat) as a traitor, we accuse 
him of making too many conces- 
sions" in the antonomy deal 
rigned in Washington. 

“Far from constituting a step of 
the road to peace, foe (accord) is 
a defeat uduch will lead to more 
defeats," according to the com- 
mentator, who wrote under a 
pseudonym. 

He accused Mr. Arafat, who 
had close ties with President' Sad- 
dam before the PLO-Israeli .deal, 
of signing it in an attempt to 
“check foe rise of Hamas.r 
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3tudy says Asian 
competitiveness 
gaining onU.S. 


ZjjRlCH (R) — The United 
States and other mature indust- 
^,oountri« still lead the world 
tv interaatioiial competitiveness 
but Asian newcomers will prob> 
wly overtake them. Union Bank 
of Switzeriand (UBS) in a 
^tdy published Friday. 

'The bank said economic 
powth in east Asia had l^n, on 
average, nearly triple that of the 
old industrial worid. Hong Kong 
and Singapore were quidcly com- 
uig into line with North America 
and Europe. 

;‘The analysis, in the latest issue 
of UBS International Hnance, is 
based on data from 38 countries, 
induding major members of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Comteration and Development 
(0E!C0) and Jmding nations in. 

Latin America and eastern 
Europe. 

'Employing spedal indices that 
nueasure eau nation'’s ability to 
develop products, income, and 
einjdc^nDent opportunities for its 
pl^le, it concluded that the U.S. 
eomomy still led the worid. 

^ut the report added that 
almough the United States was 10 
to.^ per cent ahead of Japan and 

European countries and 
more than 60 per cent ahead of 
Korea, the largest newly indns- 
trialbed country (NIC), its lead 
wifi steadily reducing. 

'Over the past decade Ja^ian 
had halved its productivi^ gap 
with the United States, ana most 
advanced European countries 
;bad also drawn closer to the 
United States. 

The report said the United 
States was still slighdy ahead of 
Switzerland, based on a measure 
vl its resources (capital, labour, 
natural resources and manage- 
ment skills) and its efficiency in 
using resources. 

Both countries had comparable 
resources, but Switzerland was 
le^ effideot due to its cartels, 
farm subsidies and land^use res- 
trictioos. 

Japan, in third place, had simi- 


lar resources, but remained 
markedly ineffident due to its 
farm and laud pohdes and limited 
finandal market competition. 

Looking ahead, the report said 
Japan should overtake the United 
States in around 19^, and Singa- 
pore could pass the United .States 
just aft^ ttw turn of the century 
and catch Japan in just over 10 
years. 

Korea, cunently third-ranking 
NIC after Hong Kong and Sinm- 

C )re, could catch up mth me 
nit^ ^ates by around 2008 tmd 
with Japan in about a generanou. 


althou^ its growth would slow 
from present levels. 

The report said Thailand and 
China, from their mudi lower 
starting points, were well behind 
today's leaders. But in less than a 

f eneration Thailand could readi 
ingapore's current standard and 
China could attain the income 
level Koreans now enjoy. 

It stressed that the strong 
growth of many Asian NlCs was 
bound to dow, as it was based on 
low waga that workers would not 
tolerate indefinitely. 

“Woricers will not be content 
for .ever with postponing con- 
sumption to sustain 40 per cmt 
investment rates," it said. ^As 
the fast growing countries catch 
up, pressures to improve sod^ 
services will rise and threats from 
the next group of mirade coun- 
tries will encourage recourse to 
s imil ar protectionut measures as 
DOW slow more mature econo- 
mies.*’ 

Use study suggested that rise 
crudal challenge for mature 
countries was to improve thdr 
ability to move “upscale" when 
confronted with low-wage com- 
petition. 

Shiftily away from subsidies 
and market protection appeared 
to offer more potential for 
achieving this than more widely 
discussed but also uecessa^ 
e^rts to increase investment in 
infrastructure, education and le- 
searcb. it said. 


Saudi banks 
boost capital 
to meet 
BIS rule 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Several 
Saudi banks have boosted tiieir 
caphal while others are setting 
asiw more frinds for provision$ to 
meet adequacy rules set by the 
Bank of International Settlement 
(BIS). 

Five of the 12 commerdal 
banks — Riyadh Bank, the 
Saudi-Cairo Bank, A1 Jazira 
Bank, A1 Bank AJ Saudi A1 
Fhuisi, and the Saudi British 
Bank — have raised their c^tal 
by around seven billion nyals 
($1.86 billion). 

‘*Other banks, while .they have 
not raised their capital, . have 
iaigiely boosted their sbarefaol- 
dm equity by transfering more 
funds ^ the general reserves." 
said ' ^hair Kaswani, a leading 
Gulf stockbrokCT. 

Shareholders equity of the 
banks, except the troubled 
National Commercial Bank 
(NCE), jump^ by neariy..50 per 
cent to 22JS btliion riyds. ($6 
biUion) in 1992 from IS btUiOD 
riyals ($4 billion) in 1991. ^ 

Their assets also rose, ^ 
around 14 per cent to 234.2 bil- 
lion riyals (^.4 l^ion) from 206 
UUion riy^ (SSS biUfon). 

•The figures, obtained from the 
Arab Banking Union, show die 
average capital adequacy in- 
creased to around 9,6 per cent in 
1992 from 7.2 per cent in.l991. 

The 1992 average exceed ^ 
dght per cent flobr set by the BIS 
as an. acceptable level for cajatal 
adequacy — the ratio between 
sh^holders equity and assets. 
The ruling is intended to ensure 
banks worldwide have enough 
funds to face a financial crisis. 

NCT, tbe biggest Gulf bank, 
also plans to increase* its caftital of 
arouM 30 million riyals ($8 mil- 
lion) which is a fraction of its 
assets of 80 trillion riyals ($21.3 
billion). 

The Jeddah-based bank has not 
released its badanoe sheet for the 
past three years due to bad debts 
and finks widi the collapsed Bank 
(rf Credit and Commerce Intema- 
tionaL But it said last week it 
would issue results this month 
and they would diow profits. 


Gaidar calls for 
urgent stabilisation 
measures in Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — Yegor Gaidar, 
due to rejoin the Rusw gowm- 
meat next week, called Friday for 
urgent measures to curb inflation 
and stabilise monetary ^owth. 

Mr. Gaidar, 37. told a confer- 
ence of private firms in the south- 
ern dty of Rostov:<Mi-Don that 
though action was needed to sta- 
bilise Russia's. economy. 

“Stabilisation ...mil ttemand 
teugh dedsioRs in the area of state 
expenditure, forei^ economic 
activities and drastic dian^ in 
state purchasing pofides." be 
said. His comments were re- 
ported by ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

Thursday's unexpected news 
that Mr. Gaidar woiud rejoin the 
gtwernment as a depi^ prime 
minister was aoeompani^ by an 
announcement tiiat Oleg Lobov, 
a conservative industrialist who 
currently holds ttie econon^ 
ministry portfolio, would oe 
moved to another post. 

“One of the main opponent to 
reform has been remo^,** said 
one Western diplomat. 

“Gaidar's appcrintment is very, 
very good news and it will un- 
doubt^y bolster the reformers 
in tbe government," he added. 

Mr. Gaidar drew ap Rusaa’s 
economic reform programme, 
aimed at transfoniung the cen- 
trally planned economy inherited 
from tbe Soviet Union to a mai^ 
ket system. He wifi ousted last 
December after pressure from 
the legislature. 

The Weaern diplomat said the 
new government would now have 
a strong core of young economists 
determined to bring reforms back 
on track. They include Mr. 
Gaidar, Hnmice hGnister Boris 
Fyodorov and Anatoly Cfauteis, 
responsible for privatisation. 

But some of Mr. Gaidai's com- 
ments Friday seemed to clash 
with tbe tough financial line 
espoused by Mr. Fyodorov. Mr. 
Gudar called for low interest 
rates for nauafacniTeTS • and low 
tax rates. 

“Only tbe implementation of 
four fundament^ conditions — 
finandal stability, a low interest 
rate for goods manufacturers, a 
low taxation 1^1 and relialile 
protection of owner's rights — 



Yegor Gaidar 

will allow one to speak about 
long-term prospects for the Rus- 
sian economy," Mr. Gaidar said. 

Mr. I^^orov, worried at ris- 
ing Rnssian inflation rates, has 
said interest rates must stay high 
to curb inflationary pressures. 

Mr. Gaidar also said that giving 
laige volumes of credits to enter- 
prises would lead to a budget 
defidt of as much as five trilfion 
roubles (^ billion) a month, up 
form current levels around 800 or 
900 billion ($800 or $900 minion). 

*rhis could lead to monthly 
infiation of 65 per cent, weD 
above tbe 50 per cent threshold 
viewed as tbe stert of hyperinfla- 
tion. Russian consnmer prices 
rose almost 30 per cent in Au- 
gust, the highest monthly rate this 
year. 

A Gaktar tide said eaiikr tbe in- 
eoming minister, to become one 
of thm Russian first depa^ 
prime ministers, would make pri- 
vatisation and control of the 
bud^t deficit his priorities. 

The aide said Mr. Gaidar's 
terms for rejoining the Russian 
government bad mcluded a de- 
mand that Mr.' Lobov be re- 
moved from the economic minis- 
try. 

Mr. Lobov's demands to 
change tite privatisation program- 
om, a cornerstone of the reform 
efforts, bad alarmed Wtttera 
economists already onsettled by 
the rising inflation and a 
mushrooming budget deficit. 


Ethiopian economy surges but reform policies bite 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — .Econo- 
mic growth in Ethiopia, strug- 
gling to recover from years of 
civil war and Marxist dicta- 
torship. has surged ahead' since 
the adoption of radical liberalisa- 
tion policies, says the country's 
finance minister! 

;Alemayehu Dhuba told Reu-- 
ters in an interview GDP growth 
id the 1992-93 July-June fiscal 
year hit 7.6 per ceni, its highest 
for years, and was projected to be 
5^ per cent in 199.1-94. 

! He said this compared to nega- 
fiye growth of (-) *7.4 per cent in 
1991-92. the year of Ihe over- 
tfirow of Marxist dictator Mengis- 
td iifaile Mariam which ended the 
longest and one of the most bitter 
cvviT wars in Africa. 

2 ‘There has been ;i big change 


on all fronts of the economy." he 
said. 

Mr. Alemayehu said u World 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) sponsored recovery 
programme had brought a drama- 
tic improvement in all the main 
economic indicators us measures 
dismantling a command economy 
had taken efiect. 

“Inflation has tumbled to 10 
per cent from 30 per cent well 
below the IMF-bank target for 
last year of 20 per cent." he said. 

The minister added that the 
drop in inflation was achieved 
despite a devaluation in Novem- 
ber 1991 of more than 100 per 
cent from 2.07 birr to the dollar 
CO 5.(X) to the dollar. 

“This was a major step taken 


so as to implement the broad 
economic policies. The budget 
defidt was large, inflation was at 
its peak of 4U per cent when the 
former military government was 
replaced (in May 1991),'' h^ said. 

Mengistu bankrupted the coun- 
try. one of the poorest in. the 
world with per capita Income 
estimated at less than $ 100 a year, 
with a war against Eritrean separ- 
atists and northern rebeb>. 

Marxist economic polides des- 
troyed agricultural production in 
a country where 80 per cent of the 
people live off the land and trig- 
ger^ huge food ■ shortages, ex- 
acerbated by drought. 

When the two-and-a-half year 
transitional government was set 
up by the former rebel Ethiopian 
People's Revolutionary Demo- 


cratic Front (EPRDF). Ethiopia's 
coffers were empty and ihe coun- 
tiy only had toreign exchan^ 
cover of a couple of days. 

“We liberalised prices, prke 
adjustments were made, farmers 
were released from control and 
allowed to sell at what price they 
wanted." Mr. Alemayehu said. 

He said these and other re- 
forms. which included large in- 
creases in domestic interest rates 
and reductions In the highest 
rates of tax and tarrif duties, 
triggered a major increase in agri- 
cultural output and fuelled new 
growth. 

Production of coffee, the main 
export, soared from 35.(KNI uin- 
nesin the 1991-92 Oa.-Sepi. crop 
year to near Tn.OOO tonnes in the 
1993 crop year and is expected to 


reach 80.000 n;;xt year. 

'This helped push total re- 
venue frmin exports, which . aided 
by a $b3rp'decrea.se in .smug! 


after devaluation. jum(>ed from 
112 milUon SDRs (Spedal Draw- 
ing Rights) in 1991-92 to 1K9.9 
mulion this year and is projected 
to soar 246.8 million SDRs next 
)«ar. 

Foreign exchange cos-er has 
now increased to about eight 
weeks and is projected to move to 
more than three months cover. 

Ethiopia's economic tumround 
has won plaudits from Western 
governments initially sceptical :is 
to whetiier the former rebels hud 
truly dropped the leftist ideology 
of their days in the bush and were 
truly committed to free rruirkei 
economics. 


Report: Massive corruption 
hobbling Philippine economy 


MANILA (AFP) — An inteffi- 
g^nce task force said in a report 
Friday tiiat masrive corruption, 
especially among members of the 
economic and political elite, was 
a major obstacle to rsftid growth 
of the economy here. 

Tbe groDp, I'n a report pre- 
sented during a meeting of tiie 
National Seemty Council (NSC), 
said tiiat it was only now, when 
Manila was trying to catch up 
with its more prosperous Aaan 
neighbours, that I^pinos were 
see^ tte debflrtatiag effeeix of 
this. 

Despite the pres e nce of nomer^ 
ous anti-corruption laws, no 
prominent public official or 
businessinan has been imprisoa^ 
for corrupti<m in Phifippine bis- 
toiy. Mok of those convicted or 
jailed are provincial govenKirs, 
town mayors and cle^. 

“Clearly, development cannot 
take place in our conntiy ...unless 
we deal a^ressively with graft 
and corruption and put our bouse 
in order," said a report prepared 
by tfae task force on graft and 


oomiption and the national io- 
telligeoce board. 

It said that from 1981 u 1^. 
tbe gove rnm ent lost ^.4 tuition 
pesos million) owing to w 
evasion. In 1987 alone, 21.6 bil- 
lion pesos vanished because of 
CTiug^li ng and 45.4 biliion pesos 
were pocketed from the iUqgal 
exploitation of natural resources. 

No figures were aven for other 
periods, but task force members 
said the “astronomical" amounts 
mentioned flluscrated tiie gravity 
of the problem. 

The task force traced the prac- 
tice to an “ethic of money'’ 
pervasive in Philippine culture 
which “presupposes that govern- 
ment is a milking cem — and 
corruption is both its instrument 
and its product.'’ 

It said that while oorrup^n 
was practised by the executive, 
le^slative and joefidai branches 
of government, economic otwrup- 
tion was tbe worst because it “lies 
at tiie core of mass poverQf and 
e con o mi c tneffidenqr." 


“The core of economic hfcf^ 
den» lies in the gross irre^oy 
faiiicy' of some members o* the 
ccononiic ^ pttiitica} etiie,’* tiw. 
nKif force added but ®d not 
mention any ^ledfic peo^ ^ 
institutions. 

President Fidel Ramos ood- 
vened tbe NSC, which is com- 
posed of congress je gdefa. 
cabinet membeis. busiiitssnttA 
and sectoral representatives. lo 
iniernationa) develop- 
ments. emergiiig trade Mocks and 
peace initiatives with dissidem 
groups. . 

To combat tbe problem, rae 
group called for politicai wiU to 
go after graften ^ tbe creation, 
of a powerful anti-graft body 
responsible only to President 
Ramos. 

The proposed agency sbaU deaf 
only with “cases of national im- 
portance" and “majOr cases ...in- 
volving coQusion between tbe 
economic and political elite and 
ranking public officials'' that re- 
sult in “injury to tfae national 
inrerest." 


EC’s Delors suggests global 
study of capital controls 


STRASBOURG (R) — Euro- 
pean Commission Preadent Jac- 

a ues Delors threw tbe cat amoog 
le monetary pigeons with a call 
for an international study into the 
possibOi^ of reimposing controls 
on the movement of capital. 

“Cars are free to circulate but 
still there are ^ed limits, there- 
fore I do not see why, at the 
interoationai leveUwe should not 
study ways to limit monetary 
movements," Mr. Delots told the 
European Partiaznent. “ Bankers 


why 

we not draw up some nifes of the 
game? Why should not tbe Com- 
munity take the initiative?" 

With up to $1 trillion a day 
flowiim across foreign exchanges, 
there rave been suggestions from 
various quarters that capital con- 
trols should be brought back to 
help protect the CTbmmunlty's 
battered cmrency grid. 

However, tbe European Com- 
munity (ECs) monetary commit- 
tee and the committee of EC 
centra) bank governors both con- 
cluded in reports published in 
May is response to the turmoil in 
the exchange rate mechanism 
that capital controls were not the 
answer. 

“The committee does not see 
much value in even the Umited 
use of exchange controls as an 
instrument of crisis manage- 
ment," the monetary committee, 
charged with technical mananc- 
ment of tbe currency grid, said in 
its report. 

Economists, bankers and even 
tbe oommissfon's top moaeta^ 
official — Economic Affairs 
Commissioner Henning Chris- 
topbersen — have all ruled out 
tbe idea as inoperable. 

“Capital controls are not a 
feasible reaction,” he said in a 
recent interview. He added that 
even before they were finally 
lifted in most pl^es duri^ the 
1980s, they were being cuenm- 
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“Stanley's cooking isn’t so bad if you 
use Pepto-Bismol for gravy.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLfO WORD GAME 
!• by Henn Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THONC 


^ ^ 

□ 

□ 


PORDO 



rzc 



DEMIPE 


□ 

□ 

mm 

mm 



INGUSE 


mmmm 

□ 

□ 


WHAT THE NECKTIE 
6ALE6MEN piC?AT 
THEIR COslVENTION. 


Now arrange the circled loners to 
Form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer!^: IClH j QX3 QI] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles SCOUR JUDGE LAUNCH POSTAL 
Answer What the comical surgeon was— 

AN OLD CUTUP 



Andy Capp 



WHVCAWT 
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3UST NO OONVeRSoa'ION 
ATALL 



Mutt<n’Jeff 



vepted wholesale. 

Mr. Delors pointed out to the 
European Parliament that EC 
states still had tbe leeway to 
reimpose capital controls under 
exceptional arcumstances and for 
a limited cfairation to protect their 
currencies from attack by money 
markets. 

He complained that the com- 
mission had not been granted the 
power to impose controls at a 
Community level. 

Politicians and economists 
alike argue that the attacks that 


led to the crisis decision by EC 
finance ministers on Aug. 2 to 
widen the fluctuation bands of 
the currenc>' grid to 15 per cent 
from 2.25 6r~sw per cent »eie 

S ed more by the failure of 
r states to ‘drug their eco- 
nomies together than the absence 
of exdianee controls. 

The debate now is how or if to 
reinforce the grid, and bow the 
CommumQ' can create the cir- 
cumstances for economic con- 
vergence on tbe way to creaiioo 
oi a single currency. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER Z9, 1993 
By Thomas S. Person. Astn^oger, Carnal Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
sure that you fit down with others 
and make a point id coofitf ur real 
han^y as lo tbe best means for 
rerhidra ideas id a neat and wbD- 
polished exprraon. Find out what 
otbeis are thiolui^. 

ARIES: (Marcfa 21 to April 19) 
Yon see how some new business 
amagaueuis whh others can work 
out to your advantage so 
them out fnnq every angle this day 
during some spare tune. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to 20) 
*rh» is your day to be highly 
personal about what changes you 
will be able to make that can be 
belphil to your desiies for quite 
someiiine to come. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Very private matters are not work- 
ing as you wish aud now ypou have a 
good chance to enter into a new 
plu with attaefament for more 
jerint bappinep. 

MOON CHILMtEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A revirion of your daily 
actrvities means a freab slant on 
bow you can best operate so you 
get full benefit from every day 
opportunities. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Amnpog your affiuis so you have 
more time at both home interests 
and outside activities serious 

consideration durii^ tfae d^time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Reducing your con- 

cepts so diat ibi^ can be utilised in 


a practfcal manner is very good 
even though it requires soine uew 
persDiuiel. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Cborider weU your obligations 
to others and what you can do from 
your own resources to solve and 
make them work out to everyone's 
advantage. 

SCCMRPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have a bard (noblem 
to wo,rk out with a person who is as 
deterhuoed to have own way as 
you axe so cooperate, toni^t en- 
joy a popular entertafaimeat. 

SACnTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to study 
the best way to do your task so that 
you eliminate a rendition that is 
worrisome, then enjoy an influen- 
tial person at home. 

CAPRICORN: (Decemter 22 to 
January 20) Take some time out to 
decide whidi friends and compan- 
ions you want to be with the most 
and tonight go see most congenial 
rempaiuons you care about. 
AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) An argument at home 
about an outside or public matter 
would be productive of no good 
results so sidestep it, tonight con- 
sult with an important expert. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mardt 
^) You want to extend your daily 
actrvities a greater dismiice and 
you cau if yon enlarge and enhance 
your vision, tonight your judge- 
ment is extremely good. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Dorothy B. IMartin 


ACROSS 
1 Gfundeur 
Sftebutr 
9 Laity nest 

14 Copycat 

15 Former 
Yugoslav 
dictator 

16 Kind of drum 
l7Hmdugarb 

18 Prmt type: abbr. 
l9Moreeertsin- 
20 John Surges 
film 

23 Italian wme 
dstnei 

24 Affirmative vote 

25 Auxihary airfoSs 
28 Thunder god 

31 Matched 
ceUsctions 
35 Puis food 
through a 
strainer 
37 Opera solo 

39 Cage for hawks 

40 John Surges 
film . 

43 Notable period 

44 Check or light 
Stan 

45 Rule 

46 Ego 
48 Sedate 

50 Teases 

51 Marvin or 
Mstore 

53 Player «iraro 
55 John Surges 
film 

62 Diapnanous 

63 Movie dog 

64 Peoesiai 
Occupant 

65 Author Bret 

66 Rank m a way 

67 Califpmta city 
66—01 nAins...' 

69 Weed 

70 FBI agents 

DOWN 

1 Yesterday 

2 Colorful tiStj 

3 Simple 

4 Monkeys 

5 Be iru^i ' 



*991 Ti«iir>e >LV«M S«i«.cn 
rkgitH Rwi.w< 


6 Fool 

7 Bngham 
Yourtg's state 

B Machete 
9 Test ore 
10 Accustoms, var, 

1t Uncommon 

12 Ar^gerea 

13 Always, to poets 

21 Wealth 
22BOU. 

25 Espionage 
agents 

26 Monetary prate 

27 Of a region 

29 Port-au Pnrice s 
country 

30 Spanish gold 
32 Fik into a 

Sutrounoing 4 ?-M^r,r,.-...., . 

mass i,- - 

JJ — Haute Inc 40 «Tt.i ►.* 

*Mihrafy engineer 54 L.nr,r. .a-,,. . 
38is^sneai &£» Vrtin,ioi ' 

41 Crag .. 
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Moroccan industry hit by 
drastic power cuts 


Africa to set up trade financing bank 


RABAT (R)— Moroccan factor- 
ies are stirring from drastic 
powercutscansed by two yeais of 

droo^t. 

The state atflhy Office Nation- 
al de I'Etectridte (ONE) said 
Friday, water reservoirs were 
oine-teBths empty and hydro- 
electdc stations, which nonnaDy 
provide n^y a third of Mbroo- 
oo’s elettriaty, were nmning at 
38 per of their 687 mega- 
watts capadw. 

After the ^ure of appeals to 
save energy volontarily, & ONE 
has cut supplies by 9S MW at 


peak periods in C^blanea, 
where most Moroccan indtstries 
are located. 

Several hondred factories are 
ariected, notably in ^ textile, 
garment, cement, petroieum, 
printing, oompnter and building 
materials sectors. Dcmiestic sujv 
p&es have not been rednced. 

The cuts are to be extended 
soon to tiie town of Mnhammariia 
north of Casablanca where li^t 
industries surround the Samir ofl 
refin^, tiie biggest in the coun- 
try with a capadty of five million 
tonnes a year. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — African 
states will create a bank to fi- 
nance thmr flagging trade and 
have secured subscriptions from 
several Asian and European 
countries, an adviser to the pro- 
ject said Saturday. 

A^xim Bank will have a 
optal ci S750 million and could 
be based either in Cairo or Tunis, 
said Ismail Mouloud Quid Da^ 
dah, iriio is touring wealthy Gulf 
Arab states to invite more sub- 
scriptions. . 

*The venue of the project will 
be dedded by the general assem- 
bly when it bolds its first meeting 
in Abnja in the third week cn 


October. It urill also announce 
the birth of the bank," he told 
AFP by telefrfione from Dub^. 

Subs^ptions have so fer eX: 
ceeded million but will con- 
tinue even after Ae bank is esta^ 
lished, he said. 

Affican governments own 35 
per cent of Ae project, while 40 
per cent is held by Ac Affican 
private sector and Ae rest by 
foreign investors. 

Afrexim Bank is the latest in a 
series of initiatives by Ae African 
Development Bank (ADB) to 
support Ae economies of African 
nanons, wluch are reeling under 
poverty, famine, debt and slow 


growA, according to Mr. Dad- 
oah, former Mauritanian ambas- 
sador in Egypt. 

“It vrill finance Ae internal and 
external trade of African nations 
and will operate on a commerdal 
baas," he said. 'This will contri- 
bute to development as it will 
ensure financing for imports and 
exports, whidi have remained re- 
latively low in the absence of 
funds." 

Apart from Africans, subscri- 
bers include Britain, Luxem- 
bourg, ^uth Korea, Taiwan, 
Singapore, InAa and other Asian 
countries, he said, adding Aat 


anoAer subscription would come 
soon from France. 

Mr. Daddah is touring Gulf 
Arab states to invite subscriptions 
for Ae project. He earlier visited 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
Bahrain. 

Setmral Gulf banks are already 
contributors to a similar Arab 
fund, the Arab Trade Financing 
Programme, set up by the Arab 
Monetary Fund in 1989. 

The Abu Dhabi-based fund has 
a capital of SSOO mUlion and has 
SO far financed commercial trans- 
actions worth more than $250 
million. 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEH1EMBER 19, 1993 ' 

Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Oman seek to 
link stock markets 
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1.900 

393, BBS 

2.640 


2.790 


3.090 
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2.000 


1.130 
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63,296 

2.340 
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10.790 
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11.790 
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3.770 
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17.100 
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10.100 

4.620 
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6.660 

6.364 

3.710 

6.296' 

3.660 
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9,400 

0.400 


6.700 

21.746 

36,476 

3.7BO 

3.730 


1.630 


3.BS0 

33.139 

9.620 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — Nc] 
tions aimed at enmng a i 


Haulers’ strike in India hits 
industry, rail and shipyards 


day-old strike by two million In- 
dian trndeers broke up overnight 


WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


* Energy-saving lamps 
•if GLS lamps 25-200 W 
it Candle lamps 

# Low voltage halogen lantps 
W Decorative lamps 

if Special lamps 
W Disdraige lamps 
•if Spot lamps 

if Ruorescent lamps and starters. 

Also avanahle in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 



whhont agreement, as shortages 
of food and other supplies 
worsened nationwide, officials 
said Saturday. 

Chief ministeis from 1 1 of Indi- 
a's 25 states said Aey would 
resume the talks wiA the All 
India Motor Tyanspoft Congress 
(AIMTC) to end Ae strike, cal- 
led to ba^ haulers' demands for 
Ae scrapiMng of a steep hike in 
higway 

AIMTC officials said “Friday’s 
talks collapsed because of me 
bsid Gk. talm by the chief minis- 
ter of the states of West Bengal, 
Bihar, Haryana and Gujarat. 

“Ow strike will continue. The 
country will be paralysed," 
warned AIMTC Vice P^denc 
Ajay Pal Singh of Ae boycott to 
press for the scrapping of the 233 
per cent hike in hanlage fees 


which became effective Sept. I. 

“Our conAtion is Aat the au- 
Aorities must first scrap Ae fee," 
said Ae leader of the powerful 
union which re^arbeaded a six- 
day strike in August forcing au- 
thorities to aboliA highway entry 
taxes in eight states. 

The controversial haulage fee 
replaced tiie entry taxes imposed 
^ the states on cargo trucks 
mtering their territoty. 

Newspapers and officials re- 
ported widespre^ shortages of 
staple cereals saying the scarcities 
had doubled the price of veget- 
ables and finhs in many parts of 
the country. 

They reported Asruptions in 
the supply of petrol and cooking 
fuel in cities and towns and said 
perishable goods were rotting in 
die farms. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Three 
Gulf Arab states are holding talks 
on [inking their stock markets as 
part of a plan to create a joint 
exdiange in tbe region, a Gulf 
official was quoted on Saturday 
as saying. 

Bahrein, Kuwait and Oman, 
Ae only countries in Ae regitm 
wiA official floors, have been in 
touch on opening up tbeir mar- 
kets to each other, said Hassan 
A1 Nisf, Bahrain trade and agri- 
culture undersecretary. 

“There are consultations be- 
tween Ae three countries to find 
a mechanism for sharedealmg," 
he toid the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily A1 Khaleej. 

“This will allow the shares of 
' each couotry to be traded in Ae 
stock markets of the three coun- 
tries. The project contd constitute 
a nucleus for a joint stock market 
m Ae Gulf Coemration Council 
(GCC).” 

But Sheikh Nisf said a joint 
market, stipulated by Ae GCCs 
1982 Economic agreement, 
needed time because there were 
no fonnal exchanges in Ae Aree 
other members — Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Ae UAE. 

Qatar and the UAE, where 
sharedealing is conducted only 
through brokers, have said Aey 
are planning to establish official 
markets. In Saudi Arabia, shares 
are traded Arough a sophisti- 


cated bank network after relgious 
religious objectioDS forced tiie 
closure of its formal market seven 
years apo. 

Despite Ac absence of a foimal 
market, turnover in Saudi Arabja 
has remained among Ae highest 
in Ae Middle East due to spe- 
culation, Ae large number <}f 
shares available and Ae high 
capital of Ae institutions. 

The number of banks and com- 
panies trading their shares la 
Saudi Arabia has steadily in- 
creased to reach 78 in 1992 and 
Aeir capitalisation has hit 14.8 
billion ffom $10.6 billion in 1988.*- 

Kuwait had Ae busiest market 
in Ae GCC before it was cripple^ 
by the ISKK) Iraqi invasion. It was'' 
started to recover with Ae reg- 
istration of around ^ local and 
Gulf banks and companies but' 
foceigoeis are still barred. 

Bahrain's exchange has 30, 
banks and firms capitalised at' 
$4.4 billion while Oman has 75 . 
institutions capitalised at $1.5 bil- . 
lion. 

In the UAE around 22 institu- 
tions wiA capitalisation of $8.3- 
tnlUon actively trade Aeir Aares'. 

“For Ae time being, I can say' 
that the creation of a joint Gulf 
stock market is unrealistic be-‘ 
cause the circumstances do not 
allow Aat," ^ihair Kaswani. a 
leading UAE stockbroker, told 
AFP. 
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THE PROFESSIONAIS 
ALWnrS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, air FREIGHl 
roinKAiroillG, DCH3R-1D 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 






Daily Lunch 



Parole 


•\bdoniri • [yrdan ^upcrmrl.sl BLDG, 
diid ilfX'7' Tel: 824677 


CR01VN1NTLEST. B 

s Packing, shipping 
S Forwarding, storage 
I worldwide Removals 
Air. Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FA)^ 08 52 
post: 92 64 67 
Amman-Jordan 


srrupioiiAiG 

- nofcsskmal Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Devdkjp your colour fihn at 
our sh^ and get:- 

• JVMBO photo 
sixm 30% larpmr 

* From maiargo^ 
amnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Only 

The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Esttate 

TwL No. 810605/810609 
Pax No. 810520 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIAUSTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFRCIAL OANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


One visit win make yoD 
a steady , we bdkvel!! 


IIAItOTeL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0.B0X 9403 - Fmc 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

authenbc chuiess-cuisine 




CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartwque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 610214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open dsUy 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


T!;c fii-'.l i'cp.-' :/: Tn^v;: 

: UrJL RESTA URAST <4 G.ARDEN 






SZEEHWftN GHUU 9 EIS 
EHINESE RESTftnRftNT 
CUbsm Foods 


CpCB /£J0 • I;* a ■ JfihMt 


IMn awn^ is amfOiMe 

Shat Al-Aob Stnet 
Urn Uhatah Cananeieiel Cantia 

OficcTMtcd AhMiisuwed 



- Chinese, Thai, Phillipfno, Indonisian & 
Malaysian specialities 

^ - Rve branches, all over the wwW and nw one 
in Amman. I 

- Live Band "6** nights a week I 

World wide programmes VIA satellite j 


Houn: 12 Noon .12 y hl i Jghi 
'FrtdBrSPJaWdrtght 



653482 


J«/9/7993- 


OThr 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyy^ Girts School 

Takmmmaytam aaa aMm 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 




C|)E ©li) ^ub 

a 




^ ’ FREE 

2 Munchies 

Reduced Drink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


Terrace; 

Restaurant 



Twtemntiffrpal DidiBS 
& ^Mdalities 



U B UM I l Wa W AB 

TEL.SS4205 




4ii: Jj.i: 11 


SpMial Executive Luncheons . 

. take away s^-vioe 
available 

open Ddly 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30^.30 pm 

After the Phlladel|dibi Hotel 
Ibwards 3id circle 


Tel;6595l9 659520 


Amman 

IntEmational Hotel 

i 4 

R 

7? S 
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Call tel 



ive 5 d,nd 

639197 

Couples Only> or 
6roig>s of Lades & Oents 

Open Daily 


Open bmdi & Dinner 

jAd Ainimn - Sre Ctado 
For SoNnilte W 6UD60 -1 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMESt 
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Georgians r ally to save Sukhumi Last Russian troops leave Poland 


SUKHUMI, Georgia (Agencies). 

Rival Georgian amues put 
eside their differences and 
headed shoulder to shoulder for 
the Black Sea ci^ of Snlchnmi 
Saturday, after a wa rning by lead- 
er Edu^ Sbevaidnadu that it 
could fall to Abkhaz rebels. 

“I appeal to all men with guns 
to go to defend Sukhumi,*' the 
Geoigian leader said a television 
mteiview broadcast late Friday 
from his temporary bs^ in the 
beleaguered dty. 

. 'hfr. Shevardnadze* feeling re- 
sponabiHty for the cniiap se of a 
ceasefire whose terms had left 
Snkhnini vulnerable to the sur- 
prise assault, pledged to stay in 
tte dty until hs fete was dedded 
“even if I am the la^ one (left 
here).” 

' ^“It is posaUe they (the rebels) 
win enter the town soon and 
thoe will be the most serious 


consequences ” be said. 

TIm (jeordan miKtaiy's press 
service in Sukhumi, redonal 


service in Sukhumi, regional 
rapital of the breakaway Abkha- 
zia provinoe, said street fi ghting 
in the eariy hours Satinday 
in the nordiera suburbs. 

Defence ^nister. Geo^ Kar- 
karashvni has personally oeaded 
the operation in wtiidi die rebels 
liad finally been pushed back. 

. ;The new fighting in Abkha^ 
shattered a July 28 Russian- 
lirokered peace to which Mr. 
Shevardnadze nailed his personal 
Authority and whidi be rammed 
duoQgh against the wbbes of 
pariiaoMot. 


Rival mOitias united across the 
turbulent conntry in die of 
the Snkhiuni crisis and rallied to 
back Mr. ^evardnadze's appeal 
for help. 

Supporters of ousted President 
Zviad Gamsakhnrdia, who ear- 
lier this week actadced govern- 
ment militia in w^em Geor^, 
headed to Sukhumi with their 
erstnlifle enemies. 

The so-called “Zviadisti** forces 
reopened a vital rail link to the 
port of Pod, which they had 
dosed, to enable militaiy equip- 
ment and men to . get to the 
Abkhazian front. 

It was utidear how the Zwadis- 
ti and pro-Shevardnadze Mkhed- 
rioni militia would oianage to 
move up die coast to Sukhumi, as 
the territory was nearly oooipletdy 
controlled by rebels. 

Local news agencies said that 
about two thousand dvilian 
volunteers also had left the capit- 
al Tbilisi for Sukhumi by air. 

Sukhumi Saturday edioed to 
the crash of big guns and tanks of 
Georgian forces fired on Abkhaz 
rebel posidons on the Gumista 
River, but there was little re- 
prise from the rebel side after 
meir morning attacks were re- 
pulsed. 

The military press service said 
however that uitense fi^iting was 
continuing around the viDage of 
Shroma, set in bills about 15 
Idlranetres north of the dty. 

As armed votunteers poured 
in, so refugees — many of whom 
had retimiM to their homes dur- 


ing the truce — began to stteam 
out of the dty on picknp trucks 
and horses and carts. 

It emerged Saturday diat Mr. 
Shevardna^ feil^ so far to 
get the full support from Russia 
uliidi he T^mds as the key to the 
Abkhaaa settlement. 

Shevardnadze and Rusdan 
D^nce Minister Ifevel Gradiev 
trwt Friday near the southern 
Russian twon of Sochi to try and 
sdvage dw deal, Abkhazian rebel 
leader Vladislav Ardzinba failed 
to show up at the talks. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said the 
talks had been constructive, but 
“the results were diseiichanting. 
The introduction of additioual 
peacekeeping force diat was re- 
quired is not taking place.” 

Mr. Grachev, speaking at a 
Moscow news conference Satur- 
day, appeared irritated with Mr. 
SbevardnadK as neither side 
appeared ready to try to end the 
conflicL 

Russian TelewsioD said Mos- 
cow cut off power to Abkhazia 
early Sator^, one day after the 
Foreign Ministry said sanc- 
tions would be imposed if rebels 
did not withdraw. 

Four Rnssian parachutists were 
wounded in fierce flatting over- 
night aroc^ Snkhumi, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency reported. ' 

Ihe Russians were wounded, 
two of them seriously, when their 
barradts in centre of Sakhnmi 
was hit by stells in cross-fire from 
both sida. 

Georgian troops were coo- 


tinuing to resist thoo^ virtually 
surrounding in the dty on the 
diores of the black sea, three 
days after the separatists broke a 
truce in force ance the end of 
July. 

leader of the separatist 
rebels in Abkha^ called Satur- 
day for a general moidisation in 
the region, news agendes re- 
ported. 

In a televisum address, Mr. 
Ardzinba said he had ordered 
people to talu op arms across 
Abkhazia, where his troops 
broke a two-month*old ceasefire 
Hmrsday to protest Georgian 
truce violations, Interfax re- 
ported. 

The Abkhaaan Ministiy of De- 
fence said its troops continued to 
maintain a “oomfriete blodcade” 
of Sukhumi, Interfax added. 

The Unit^ Nations Secority 
Coondl has demanded that 
separatist Abkhaaan leaders in 
Georgia end their attack on 
Snkhnmi or fece “serious con- 


sequences. 

m a nonbhufing statement Fri- 
day, the 15-member Conncil 
strongly condemned attacks by 
AbUaaan forces on Sukumi and 
the town of Ocbamdiira. It called 
die atta^ a “grave vidation” of 
the Sochi ceasefire agreement of 
July 27, mediated by Russia. 

“The Coondl demands the 
Abkhaz leadership end im- 
mediately the hostilities and 
prompdy withdraw all its forces 
to fee Sochi ceasefire fines,” it 
said. 


Bosnian Muslims mount attack despite truce 


VTTEZ, Bosnia (Agendes) — 
Muslim forces overran a Croat- 
held village as heavy fighting 
continned beyond a Saturday 
noon ceasefire in Bosnia's Insva 
River Valley area. 


“What's gbing on appears to be 
a BIH (Muslim-led Bosnian 
Army) offendve wife infantry 
and artillery assaults on a number 
of Croat pt^tions around Vitez,” 
said Ca|^n Cameron Kiggel, a 
British liaison officer with the 
U^N. Protection Force. 

“It qoietended down for about 
10 minutes before noon, but they 
started rig^t back up again.” 

“There is no ceased since 
noon, that’s for sure,” a U.N. 
mformatioa officer in the central 
Bosnian town of Kiseljak told 
Reuters. 

Flfetin^ was reported after 
midday in the Travnik area, 
arouzKi Vitez, Fojnica and Buso* 
vaca, Nova BUa, Gornji Vakuf 
and Mostar. “They were ex- 
changing anything ftom small 
arms to mortar fire,” he said. 

The ceasefire was agreed by 
die presidents of Bosnia and 
Croatia in Geneva and the re- 
spective army commanders 
si^ed a dedaiation in Sarajevo 
Friday committing them to imple- 
ment the accord. 

. It has been called ahead of 
peace talks in Sarajevo Thesday 


between leaders of Bosnia's war- 
ring Muslim, Croat and Serb 
commomties. 

Huge plumes of smoke rose 
from fir^ burning on a ridge 
feree kilometres southeast of 
Vitez vriiere government troops 
rook fee vill^e of Bobas. 

CapL Kiggel said the Bosnian 
army bad pounded the vSlage 
with mortar and artiUeiy fire be- 
fore c^rtnring it. 


inns also hold. 

U.N. sources say 23 truck- 
loads of Muslim filters were 
recently seen deploymg towards 
fee vicinity of ftom the 

sonfe, part of a general move- 
ment of government tnx^ in the 
Lasva Valley r^jon. 


Scattered mortar, artillery and 
heavy madune-gun fire edioed 
up ^ down the Lasva Valley 
into the afternoon Saturday as 
Muslim and Croat forces 
appeared engaged along an ex- 
tended front. . 

Croat soidiers in central Bosnia 
have been wanting that hard-core 
Muslim fighters in this area will 
not abide by any ceasefire agree- 
ment. 

“This is not a local flare-np, 
this is a general attack on the 
entire region,” said Darko Gelic, 
a liason officer for fee Croatian 
Defence Council (HVO) in 
Vitez. 


“It wouldn't surprise me if they 
used fee next few days to grab a 
Itit more land,” said Capt Kig- 
gel, referring to the Bosnian 
army. 

■ HVO troops in the Lasva Val- 
1^ feel thenuelves vulnerable to 
an all-out attack by Muslim 
forces, a fact visible in the 
strained faces of Croat soldiers in 
Vitez Saturday. 

Meanwhile, after three days of 
balloting, the U.N. General 
Assembly elected eleven lawyers 
and jurists to serve as judges on 
the first international war crimes 
tribunal establidied since die end 
of Worid War n. 


Saab of Egypt, Antonio Cassese 
of Italy, Jnl^ Descfaenes of 
Canada, Adolphus Godwin 
Karibi-Whyte of Nigeria, Ger^ 
main Le Fcmr de Costil of 
France, Li Haopei of China, 
Gabrielie Kirk McDonald of the 
United States, EUzabeth Odio 
Benito of Co^ Rica, Rnstam 
Sidhwa of Pakistan, ^ Ninian 
Stephen of Australia and Lai 
Chud Vohrah of Malayaa. 


The new panel of jurists in- 
dudes two women, a diaracteris- 
tic feat human rights groups and 
many countries, including the 
United States and Bosnia, 
wan^ to see on the panel. They 
vtiU eadi serve.a four-year term 
and will cake office in two 
months. 


“The Muslim goal b to take the 
entire Lasva Valley, destroy the 
IWO and expel tte Croats." 

The Lasva River nms firom the 
Muslim-held city of Zenica 
through Croat >^tez and on to- 
wards Travnik, which die Mns- 


Tbeir election, ^ept. 15-17 is 
part of a contihuing process be^ 
gun by the Security Oiuncal last 
year in response to reports of 
atrocities committed dining die 
fighting in fee fonner Yugoslav 
republics, especially Bosnia- 
Hetzegovina. 

Eleded on secret ballot ftdn^ 
22 candidates chosen by die oomir 
cfl were: “(Jeorges Michel Abi- 


In presring for women jurists 
on fee tribu^ earlier this 
U.S. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright said “We must ensure 
the voices of the groi^ most 
rictnnised are heard by 'fee tri- 
bunal. I refer paiticulariy to the 
detention and systematic rape of 


women and giris, often followed 
by cold-blooded morder. Let die 
tens of diousands of women and 
gjris who courageously survived 
the brutal a»anlt of cowards wtiio 
call themselves soldiers know 
this: Yoor dignity survives, as 
does that of tiiose who died.,” 


IN BRIEF 


Britain may seek Japanese compensation 


Cuban Air Force captain defects 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Britain may ask Japuese companies 
which b a iePUg] ftom slave labour by Britirii prisoners of war in 
World War II to pay s<Mne form of compensation, senior 
government offidals said Saturday. Speaking on a plane canying 
Prime kfinister John Major to Tok]ro for a fonr-day visit, the 
officials said feat the question of compensation would be raised 
“unequivocally'' wife the Japanese government of Premier 
Mbrihiro Hosokowa. The offiaals aduovtiedged feat a blunt 
demand for government oooqiei^tion would almost certainly be 
met wife an equally blunt rejection. Mr. Major arrived in Tokyo 


-Saturday for a four-day visit. He is.fee first foreign leader to visit 
since -tiie goreroDeat aS Mr. Hosokawa took power last month. The 


British leader will hold talks with Mr. Hosokawa Monday. He is 
dso scheduled to meet wife other Japanese government and 
business leaders. Mr. Major is accompanied by a delegation of 
bosmess leaders, who will seek to boost trade during fee visit. 


KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — A Cuban Air Force c^itam defected 
Friday in a NCG jet tiiat he lan(M at Key West Naval Air Station, 
sparking a diqi^ among ntifitary offidals about wfietiier Che 
ffi^t been tradted. Ilie hfiG-21 landed wifeont inddent at 
die base in Key West, 145 kikHnetres firom die Cuban coast. 
Qndr. Drew h&dcomb, deputy dire^r of raUic affaiis for the 
North American Air Defence CcMnmand ^ORAD) and U.S. 
Space Command in Colorado, Colo., said the jtiane evaded radar 
detection. “Tliis aircraft, flying at die altitude that he did, at fee 
speed tiat he did, is consmered sort of a pop-up, and was not 
detected tw the hardware,” he said. It was a^otted at an altitude 
of SO feet (is metres) travelling more than 500 miles per hour (800 
k|di), Cmdr. Malcomb said. The Soviet-made MiG was on a 


training flight and wasn’t carrying missiles, said Mtirine Capt. 
Tim Hoyle at the Atlantic Fleet Oommand in Norfolk. Capt. 


U.S.: N. Korea rejects talks conditions 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — North Korea has rejected U.S. 
confetions for the resumption of talks on Pyongyang's nudear 
programme but held out the possibility of further discusrion, a 
White House official said. In a letter to North Korea about 10 
days. Assistant Secretary of State would not hold the tiiird round 
of bilateral talks — sdieduled this month — as long as North 
Korea did not meet U.S. conditions, the official said. Under U.S. 
conditions for holding fee round, North Korea was to resume 
talks with South Korea and allow fee International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to monitor its nodear activities. The 
United States fears that North Korea may be developing a nudear 
weapons programme. Pyongyang's response was “overall ftdrly 
native, but left open fee possibility of some continuing 
disoission on this issue,” fee ofikial said on confetum of 
anonymity. 


Smith said the rin^-seat jet was equipped wife a 22 milliinetre 
machine gun. CqiL Enio Ravelo Radriguez, 32, asked for 
political asylum aM was turned over to the Immigration and 
Natnralisation Service within three hours, a common first step for 
Cubans allows-' to eater the United States under relaxed immigra- 
tion laws. He remifeied in custody late Friday. 


China urged tc cancel nuclear test 


Hcpe fades for lest seamen off Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Hope was fading Saturday for 24 
Filipino seamen whose cargo ship went down off Hong Kong in 
die wake of severe tropi^ storm Becky a day earlier, rescue 
offals said. Two search flights foiled to turn np any sign of the 
crew of the Anderson, a 6,600-toane bulk carrier that was beaded 
for Guangzhou, C^na, with a cargo of iron ftxim Russia when it 
went down late Friday southwest of Hong Kong. The sole 
survivor was recovering on a rescue ship headM for Pusan, Sonfe 
Korea, the colony's h^time Rescue Coordination Centre said. 
Also still missiag were IS people one of two fishing vessels 
lost when Becky lashed fee South China coast with g^e force 
winds, cauang widespread flooding and properly damage in Hong 
Kong and Macau, the centre said. 


WASHINGTON (Agendes) — President Bill Qinton urged 
China Friday to can^ an undergronnd nndear test as State 
Department offidals wrapped up talks mth other governments 
aimed at ge t tin g feem to pnt pressure on Peking. “I am still veiy 
hopeftil tut fee Qiinese will not do that, and 1 have asked other 
nations that have relations wife China to also encourage them not 
to do it,” Cfinton said. "The Chinese are &ding their 
strengfe today ...in economic growth,” the president said at a 
press conference. “And I would hope feat the Chinese would see 
their fdCure in terms of fedr economic strength and step away 
firom this.” Qnna said Saturday it maintained a “very retrained 
attitude” toward jiuclear tests bat did not deny U.S. aDegations it 
was planning one. In response to reporteis' questions about the 
U.S. dahns, the'Fore^ hfinistiy issued a one-sentence state- 
ment Saturday that said; “It is Imown to all that Qiina has all 
taken a very restrained attitude towards the nndear test 


Angolan rebels shell Culto 


Akihito ends European tour 


BONN (AFP) Emperor Akihito of Japan and the Empress 
Miebiko Saturday wound up a Euiopean tour that wte strong on 
cultural content but also marked Japan's more active Internationa 

mm ■um&M ■ mtm lUminU IaSUA 


ai role in the post-<old war era. The imperial couple were to luve 
Munid for borne Saturday evening at the end of a six-day to 

^ — isAft mw^A IlAlaMitvvu ^TKAir tnn 


Germany preceded by vmts to It^y and Belgiuiiie Thdr crip 
lasted over two weeks in all. 


SAO TOME (R) Thonsands of shells rained down on tiie 
beaeged Angolan dty of Coho Saturday, Idlling dozens of pet^le 
in one of the heaviest rebel branbardmeDts so w, Angola Radio 
said. The raefio, monitored in fee island state of Sao Tome and 
Pxindpe, daun^ UNTTA had rained some 12,000 riieOs on tiie 
hi^Uands diy in the last 24 boors. No independent confinnation 
was immediately available. Up to 20,000 people are believed to 
have died' in Onto fttnn wounds, disease and starvation since 
UNTTA endrded the dty in January. UNTTA (National Union 
for tiie Total Independence of Angola) revived Angela’s 18-year- 
old civfl war a year w after losmg U.N.-5uperrised electiems to 
tiie ruling MZ^LA (Popular Movement for the Libentimi of 
Angola). UNTTA bte si^ it will observe a unilateral ceasefire 
firom Monday. The MPLA has accused the rebeb of redoubling 
efibrts to take Cnito ahead of that deadline. • 


WARSAW (AP)— The lah Rus- 
sian troops based is Poland 
boarded a train for home Satur- 


dM, a day after the two countries 
offered contzastine assessments 


offered contrasting assessments 
of their tofig presence here. 

The 17 soldiers and seven offic- 
ers left Warsaw before dawn after 
bein| seen off by a Defence 
MuiKby ofifidal and dozens of 
joimui^. They were expected 
to readi tiie border within a 
coufde of hours. 

On Friday, Rusdan Ambassa- 
dor Yuri Kashlev and Pblisb Pres- 
ident Lech Walesa gave sharply 
contrasting statements at a 
farewell ceremony on how the 
Rusaans, who first invaded on 
Sept. 17, 1939 — just over two 
weeks after the Germans 
swarmed in bom fee West — 
have affected the connti^. 

“Onr soldiers are leaving wife 
a clear cmisdence,” Mr. Kashlev 
said. “Their fiathm came here 
fighting against our common 
enemy.” 

Mr. Walesa's retorted: “The 
day of Sept. 17 has been a painftil 
and tragic date, opening the way 
that led Poles to prisons and 
laboor camps ...through mai^- 
dom, enslavement and humilia- 
tion.’.' 

But vdiile be recalled fee bad 
feelings associated with the 
anniversary, be said Poles now 
can use h to look to the future. 

“On Sept 17, 1939, Poland, 
fighting a^inst ^ German inva- 
rion, was hh in the bade,” Mr. 
Walesa said. “The day of Sept 
17, 1993, ends a certain epoch in 
our common histoiy. In Polish 
territoiy, there are no more fioie- 
ign Poland's sovereignty 

b finalty confirmed.” 

Relatimis betw ee n Russia and 
Fbland have improved markedly 
aooe the fall of oommimbni. Rus- 
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Army’s Nortiicm Group based in 
forewell to spectators Saturday as 
t Maad (AFP photo) 


The cUef of staff of the Rm 
Fotanid, General Bryzguii, w 
fee last 24 Rnsrian aoMIcts 


sian President Boris Yeltsin made 
a goodwill visit last month. 

But bdund-the-soenes bideer- 
ing for Friday’s ceremony showed 
that of woik remains. 

Mr. Ktehlev represented Iris 
countiy after Defence hfinister 
Pavd Gradiev, who had (rianned 


to attend, cancelled two days 
before, citing a Iddney proUem. 

That M Polish Foreim Affairs 
Minister Kz^sztof Skubiszewski 
to say he wcnild not sign papers 
finftiMng the withdrawal because 
there are still “certain detaUs 
Mrich demand negotiations.” 


Yeltsin changes mind, agrees 


to early presidential elections 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin for tbe first time 
Saturday endorsed caUs for eariy 
presidential elections, backing 
down on hb earlier opposition to 
such a poll, a preridenual spokes- 
man said. 

The president agreed to the 
idea at a meeting in the Kremlin 
of beads of Russia's constituent 
regions. The sesskm was con- 
vemed to speed up the president's 
efforts to prepare a new Russian 
constitution wfeneb have been 
blocked by tbe conservative 
j opposition. 

I He told feem feat eariy pres- 
I idential elections could be oiga- 
I nised “six months after tbe bold- 
ing of legislative elections,” 
ufeich the Kremlin has bera 
piuhing to be held thb autinnn, 
.said Anatoly Krasrikov, who 
hea& Mr. Yeltsin's press service. 

Until now, Mr. Yeltsin has 
reftised the idea of eariy pres- 
idential elections, ar|niiig that a 
referendum last Apra 25 on hb 
rule confirmed he still bad. public 
support. . 

Before endorsiiig tiie idi^ Mr. 
Yeltan told fee gathering hb 
“first duty was to do evetyfehm 
possible to get tiie counter out of 
tins dangerous sitiiation.” 

T^ cannot be done '‘without 
renewing the structures and 
mechanisms of federal power, or 
foiming a new parliament. These 
two problems are the most ur- 
gent,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The inesident did not however 
accept tbe idea that early legiria- 


tive and preridential elections be 
held amultaneouriy. as hb con- 
servative foes have demanded. 

Interfox meanwhile, reported 
tiiat Mr. Yeltsin had issued a 
decree Saturday formally 
appointing Yegor Gaidar, the 
former prime minister and 
ardiitect of the government's 
radical economic r^orm prog- 
ranune, to replace-Oleg Lobov as 
liist deputy prime minister in 
charge of economic affairs. 


Tbe Preadenidal Press Service 
said it had not, yet received tbe 
text of the decree but noted that 
“tbe president intended to 
appoint” Mr. Gaidar. 


Tbe appointment was 
announced Thursday by Mr. 


about 148 — of fee 176 invited — 
leaders of Rnsria's 88 repons and 
r^mblics. Piime Nfinister 'Viktor 
Qusmennyrdto was also present. 

Meet partidpants at tite meet- 
ing endorsed the idea of early 
legisiative and preadential elec- 
tions, at a rix-monfe interval to 
“ensure stability in society and 
fee craitinuity of power.” said 
another Yeltsin spokesman. 
Vlacfae^v Kostikov, cited by 
ITAR-TASS. 

The pr^ident abo created a 
so-called Federation Council, 
wiriefa will be charged with pre- 
paring a new basic law to replace 
fee current Communist-era docu- 
ment, according to Mr. Kostikov. 


Yeltan to end the conflict be- 
tween the conservative Lobov 
and the liberal fimance minister, 
Botb Flodorov. 

Mr. Gaidar, 37, who 
i^jeariieaded tbe liberal economic 
reforms a^^ed in Russia: ftom 
January 19», was dismissed from 
hb job as prime minister lart 
December bfy the Congress of 
People's Deputies. 


In view of the conservative 
attempts to block Mr. Yeltan’s 
constitutional proposals, the 
Kremlin said the Federation 
Council would first stndy a “small 
constitution” ooncenring the rul- 
ing federal organs, wife rel^ons 
between the centre and the re- 
publics to be added later. ' - 
He said a meeting of the Fed- 
eration Council was set to eariy" 
October. 


Interfax, quoting “informed 
sources” s^ Mr. Lmxiv could be 
(^ml the post of Secxetaiy of 
die Security Coundl wliidi has 
been vacant for severd weeks. 

Mr. Yeltsin was dected Rus- 
sia’s head of state on June 12, 
1991. Legislative elections would 
normally be held in 199^ and 
pteridential elections in 1995. 

The meeting was attended by 


Meanwi^, Mr. Gaidar said 
Friday tiiat Russia's economy b 
so bad that be had to return to the 
government. 

“I didn't have tiie moral ri^t 
to reject the president's propel, 
since tbe economic and financial 
ritnation b very hard and political 
calcolations axe now amply in^ 
cent,” Mr. Gaidar told the news- 
p^ier Izvestia. 


Cambodian lawmakers give king 
power to dissolve National Assembly 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
Chmbodia’s king &turday was 
given powers to dissolve tbe 
dected National Assembly under 
; chan|es made to the dr^ con- 
stitunon. 

The decision, during fee fbuife 
day of debate on fee charter, 
increases fee kmg’s already signi- 
ficant offidal jx^is despite stat- 
ing that he “reigns but does not 
govern.” 

The porition of king b ben^ 
tailor-made to Prince Norodom 
Khanouk, the 70-year-old interim 
bead of state who ruled Cambo- 
dia with an iron hand for deraito 
before being ousted in a 1970 
coop. 

The pertinent uticle says tbe 
king can dissolve fee assembly on 
the advice of the prime minister 
and the prerident oi the assem- 
bly. It also says the power can 
only be exercised if the assembly 
already has dissolved the govern- 
ment twice in the same year. 

But, like oth^ provisions oon- 
cenring the king, such as those 
9 vii^ trim poweis oifer tiie ex- 
ecutive and the judidaiy bran- 
dies, thb one lea^ the final 
dedsion in the long's haoi^ And 
it appears vague enough to be 
open to various interpretations. 

Assembly members and pto- 
democraqr activists have secretly 
e^ressed concerns over whether 
Prince Sihanouk will abuse the 
powers the constitution will pro- 
vide him as kiag as he did during 
his previous adnonistration. 

It b aj^iarent from borth public 
and private statements Prince 
Sihanouk has made in the past 
few weeks ftom CSifoa, where he 


b seeking medical treatment to a 
rectal tumor, that he b ritctaririg 
at least some of fee assembly's 
dedsons- 

But Prince Sihanouk’s son. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, co- 
chairman during fee interim 
period while the constitution b 
being drafted, bn^ied off sudi 
concerns. 


“My father, he does not ask to 
anytfamg,” he said. “The poor 
man, he b in Peking. IBs health b 
not very well. So he does not ask 
for anyflung.” 

Prince Rsmariddh also insisted 
that the provision oonoemiDg tbe 
dissolution of the assembly puts 
the power in tbe hands at tiie 
govemineot, instead of the kii^ 
“The king should not have any 
initiative to dissolve the National 
Assembly," Prince Ranariddh 
said. “If the govenunent b dis- 
missed by the National Assem- 
bly, the prime minirter.will have 
tbe rig^t to ask the king... to 
dissolve the National Assembly." 

He said fee proririon was only 
to balance tbe powers of tte 
assembly, whidi also has the right 
to dissolve tbe government 
“Thb srould keep fee pariia- 
ment from overtiupwing tiie sov- 
ernment ali the time,” saia Ek 
Seieywath, deputy information 
minister. “It’s a dieck and ba- 
lance of power.” 


tiiat person's two deputies to 
re|riaoe the prime minister, be 
said. 

The assembly, dected in U.N.- 
organbed electons thb past May, 
b to fonnaliy take cfauge after 
adoptog the entire 140-artide 
constitution, probably next week. 
That will niark .the end of the 
18-month U.N. peacekeeping 
eration, tbe srarld bo^'s largest 
and most expenave ever. 


Meanwhile, Khmer Rouge de- 
fectors interviewed at Dey Etb 
military re-training canro near 
Phnom Penh said Saturday that 
tiiey realised Vietnamese troops 
DO longer oocopy Cambodia and 
that tiiere was nothing left to fi^ 
for. 

“We were deceived,” said 37- 
year-old private Eak, who de- 
fected wife most of hb unit from 
central Kompong Thom province 
last week. 

“I used to believe that Cambo- 
dia b foil of Vietnamese because 
I never came to the goverament- 
oontrolled areas before,” he said. 
“Id their impagasda, our oom- 
manders s^ (three neighbouring 
provinces) are frill of Viet- 
namese, bm when we came here 
we didn'rsee any. We were che- 
ated.” 


Natural birth 
controreffectiv** 


LONDON (R1 — 
planning b an effcfljve meoiMor 
Krth eoairol and tbe Ifom 
Catholic Church’s opposim la 
artificial contraception win aoi 
threaten overpopulation/ a 
medical journal said Friday. Uto 
Britisb Me<^ Journal, in 
view of natural family (rfanniai, 
said a World Health OrganiMfea 
(WHO) study found th at 93 par 
cent of women can re ixi gBiSB ' 
body changes which p»«PO^ 
when they are most bkeiy to 
conceive. “Understanding m 
simple facts about tbe rign 
fertility confers considerable 
power to couples to control tiieir 
fo^ity. for adiievittg as S 
preventing cwioeption," she jam- 
nal said, adding such knowindgi, 
was “useful everywhere htt 
migh t be of particular value in the 
third worW." The WHO ttudy 
found that in the Indian dty of 
; Calcutta almost 20.000 women 
: using natn^ family planning hid 
I no more pregnancies than would 
I be expected using the cootrao^ 

: live pill (0.2 pregnancies per 100 
[ women users yearly). Similar stu- 
I dies in Germany and Britaa 
j found failure rates of 0.8 and 2.7, 

I better than condonu and enmpB- 
i rable with diap4iragms and oo^. 

I the journal added. 


Wife tortured 
for20years 


BAR-LE-DUC. France (AFP)— 
Tte 30 villagers of Vaox-La* 
Grande knew wbax was gping on 
at tbe Thiebaut fonn, but no one 
fifted a ffeger to help Vietnirneae 
Eurasian Georgette Dao Tbuy, 
41, ufeo was tortured, beaten a^ 
staoved to dose to 20 years, a 
court beard here. On Friday tbe 
prosecutioa demanded the max- 
imum ten years jail eadi for 
Georgette's husband. Jean-Piene 
Thbriiaux. 46 and hb mother 
Jeanne, 6S. Georgette’s own son. 
'lirieny, 20 abo jmned in fee 
torture. “Everybo^ hither. I dul 
tbe same", he said, adding that 
the fann dogs ate better chan hb 
mother. Gwgette told how her 
mother-in-law to(A ThieiTy away 
as socn as he was bom and 
Jean-Pierre said he forced hb 
wife to have herself sterilised 
^er two abortioiis. Gendannes 
found Georgette by chance in a 
stable one nig^ when a nearby 
bam went up in flames. Inride 
were the charred remains of Wer- 
ner Wagge. tbe son by the fint 
marriage of Jeanne's late hus- 
band, German prisoner-of-war 


Leo WagK. Gcmgettc. w e i^i i ng 
35 kilos (77 D>s) aamcrene in 


35 kilos (77 D>s) bad gangrene in 
one ankle and nei^ed seven 
months in bt^tal to recover 
from her beatings and malnutri- 
tioD. Werner, 45-year-oId half- 
brother of Jean-Pime, was also 
said to have undmgm years of 
cruelty. Jean-Pierre and h'S 
mother, who used to beat the pair 
with a piece of green milking 
madiiiie tube they caDed “hitting 
spirit”, face trial at a later date 
to the murder of Werner, said to 
have been drugged before fee 
bam was fired. 


Chefe display 
Philippines’s longest 
sausage 


I MANILA (AP) — More than 
I 1,000 diefs and volunteers mar- 
i ^ed^ tiiFOugh Manila's business 
! district Saturday to dbplay a one- 
! IdkMnetre (3300-foot) sausage in 
: hopes of gaining entry into the 
Guinness Book of World Re- 
cor^. The dbplay of tbe Lcmg- 
ganba, fee lo^ version of the 
American sausage and the Ger- 
man Frankfurter, was the kickoff 
event of tbe annual “Chefs On 
Parade” whidi will run Sept. 
22-24. A team of more than % 
Hlipino and foreign chefs and 
eight butdiers ^nt more than 10 
hours to mix 8S0 kilos (l.S70> 
pounds) of pork and beef. 45 
kflos (99 poemds) of spices, 22 
kpos (48 pounds) of garlic. 65 
kilos (l^ poozids) of sugar into 
the ri^t consistency before filiing 
a 20-kilogram casing made from 
pig hitescines. Tbe mareb in tbe 
financial district of Makati 
aaried traffic for at least four 
hours, as motorists snaked 
through the kilometre-kme line 
made up of over l.OQO expatriate 
and loc^ chefs, hotel reception- 
ists, culmary students and volun- 
teers. 


Van Gogh's last 
home opens to 
public 


He said if fee assembly, often 
referred to as fee (nnlamem 
here, was dissolved h would have 
to be replaced in a general elei> 
tion. If the government was dis- 
solved, it ni^d be up to the 
president of the assembly and 


The first 268 of the 449 defeo-* 
tors from Division 616 were 
moved to thb mud-soaked camp 
an boor's drive south of the 
Cambodian capital, and were 
outfit^ fn new Cambodian 
Armed Forces unHorms, belts 
and san^ as pan of their re- 
integratioD and re-education 
traiinng. 


Fra 

> ■“ No bigger than a mil 
^rd-floor gu 
where Vincent Van Gogh S 
his last 70 days — 
Panting, drawing and Jeti 
wntmg ~ opens to Uk put 
tiny, nnfurnbbcd cub 

■looks RiQcta the way U fed 
after tij ,rtbt ! 
M^in a nearby field and t 
de lator. “I decided it 

DCttRr tA Ji* 


_ ••aw If 

2»m,with tfacir own 
tion, said DminiqiH 
vfeo mastermii 
v-imlbon franc (Sl3 ad 


^ cracked walb bew 
o*?nnigusthaihaabec 
«>r decades. 
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Olympic flame to be lit in Stone-Age ^ion 

yySJ?®*®- N^y (AFP)— UUchanuiier wiU go buk 

"> Nomay 




wimifvi^ii «h v-Tl^ T' riiuay. KJfi novemoerz/, tbe 

^ ^y*» ***® will then tour tbe 
aid of Noiway and even «> out to a North Sea 
’I? 5?** «P with tbe Olym^ flame fixm Greece 
^ °**®™“* oeremoiv wHI be in Lfllehammer* 

Sampras falls to Agassi 

— Pete Sampras, the first American to win 
Wraplcdon and die U.S. Open in the same ywr ance John 
ATOEnroe in 1984, was no match for Andie Ag^. FaSna eadi 
ottCT m a Thinly ni|lrt exhibition, A^i^ rooted tbe new U.S. 
C/pen c hamp 6-3, 6-4 m jnst 69 minutes. Sampras took over tbe 
1 ranking m tbe world after winning tbe U.S. Open tide 
Sttoyy- A»» had lost in die first round, dropjang ATP tour 
ranking to No. 20. But Agassi came out with a crin> serve and was 
tbe sharper ot dm two players Thnisday night 

Drug testing to begin at Davis Cup series 

VANCOUVER, Btidsb ColumUa (AP) — Dmg testing will be 
rntrodnc^ at all pavb Cnp series be ginning in 1^4, the 
International Tennis Fede ratio n arniounced Friday aftw its 
week-to ng conference. The ITF also formalized plans to mn tbe 

Fedeiation Oip as a year-tong playoff rimflar to die Daris Cop, its 

mw coimteipart as an international competition awirtng coun- 
mn, beginmng in 1995. Inpreparation for die 1996 Ol^npics in 
Atlanta, the membership also approved the that 

men's s ing es and doubles matches be best-of-3 sets except for die 
fina^ wfaidi wffl remain best-of-S. llie TTP also die 

tradittonal 10-minnte break after tbe third set of best-of^ Davis 
Cop matches. 

Cuban teams denied entry to U.S. 

NEW YORK (AF^ — Tnrp Cuban volleyball teams will be 
barred frcwn the United States for world diampionship qn^flying 
nwft hes n^ week because they applied for their visas too ia«y^ 
ofSciais said Friday. Die f^bans were to be. among seven nations 
in die Noidi American, Central American and Caribbeu 
I^OR CECA) Zone cfaamfMonships for women in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and for men in New Orieaos, Looisiaiia. The 
tournaments, scheduled for September 20-25, were switched last 
nKmtfa from MonteiTey, Mexico, for financial reasons. The siritcfa 
have caught out the Cubans. The U.S. Voll^ball Associa- 
tion said they had been told the f^bans ai^ed for visas on 
Sqitember 1, and that it usually takes 21 d^ for a risa to be 
approved. 

Maradona not summoned to national team 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — The list of players summoned to frfay 
for tile Argentine national soccer team against Australia nr a 
betdi in ^ 1994 World Cup did not tndude star midfieiider Di^ 
Maradkma. Maradona, wm returned recently to proCBSsonal 
soccer in a local team, may be summoned later, an Argentine 
Soccer Association nokesman siM. The list, released Friday, 
indudes defenders GbiIos MaCalfister and Victor SotomayOT, 
vto not fday in the recent qna^^g round won by Colomtaa. 

Argentina was tiie fsvtnite to win the round, but was trounced 
twice by Colombia, 2-1 and Argentina wflL|riay its away game 

with Anstraha October , . ... 

Timman, Karpov ^rRW 7th FIDE chess game . 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch grandmaster Jan Tiinman and 
Rosaan former world champion Anattdy K arpov nffced a draw 
after 21 moves in tbe seventh game of tbe IlDE world Chea 
dtampiooship Friday .Karpov now leads tbe match by four pcrints 
to tiiree. The next game is in Amsterdam with Kiuqxiv having tiie 
white pieces. The winner in tbe 24-game match will be tiie first to 
reach 12^ points. 

Burruchaga set for Independiente move 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Jorge Bmrucfaain is set to return to 
his native Argentina with Independmte, pendiiig tbe ootoome of 
tbe MarseUle-Vatendemies matdi-rigghig scandal. Bomidiaga, 
riiai ged with C orrupt ion over attempts to buy tbe May 20 dash 
between ^ two sid^ is about to seal a one-year contract with Us 
ftmner dub. But tte Buenos Aires chib Prerident Hwado SiMde ■ 
mn<u it /» p»^r Fteocfa justice most take its course before 
Burruchaga is raifgw on board. A meeting of tbe launch 
Federation place Sept. 21, and action on tbe match-rigging 
■f-amiiii i$ sdiednled to be announoed tiie next day. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Tl«m UeM So>nC««. MIB 


Both vuJaerabb. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K 3 
K 8 6 3 
Q3 

*K J863 
WEST EAST 

4J9& 4 to 87642 

J 10 9 . Q 

' J 10 9 K 8 5 4 

49754 4Q2 

SOUTH 
4AQ 
A 7 6 4 2 
A 7 6 2 
4 A 10 
The bidding 

South West North East 

I ' Pass 2 4 Pass 

3 ' Pass 4 Pass ' 

6 Pass Pass ■ Pass 

* Opening -lack iif 

- Are you prinid of yiiur skill as .i 

deeimr? If mi, t-over up the I*^ki- 
W«ii hands and decide h<m‘ >i'hi 
would play six hrans after iht' toid 
of the diamond j«'k. 

h tsuniikeivihai West wuiild lead 
away fniin iKe kine of. diamond.^ 
against a ^da^), IhiI il msts nothing 
to try the queen fnini dummy. As 
expected Kast ppiducnt itic kinx 


TEST YOUR PLAY 

tuiu yclUf ucc wins. ^ nu I ry the are 
and king of heatts. and can oiasi 
home if the tiumpa bitak evenly. 

However, ihc fates are nol kind. 
How would ytiu play the hand if 
West shows' out on Ihe seoutd 
heart? Whal ifKnsi is ihe defendt-r 
7 6 4 2 wri»h heart »h«>rt»«rts*i • 

Since ymi must )»i rid of Ihrve 
> 4 diamonds fnim hand, you need to 

find the playpr u'ilh the long iruhi|is 
huiding lour i-liilw us well. If Kiisl 
has the length, only one lie of the 
i-aids t-nii sslvage Ihe tiinlrart 
VVeslV eliil«- must l»e sjjecifiriilly tj 
«i. 'Hie A K will pick up ih<«e two 
e.'ird.s. M-i t ing up -I H in dummy. Yisi 
Bast dlsi'uni two d'uihuinds uit those 

Pass eard< nn<l wnir lust dUmoiid «h>s 

Pass ■ away on Ihelllihrlul*. Kilsi riin'nilT 
Pass . ilw' .iric-k. Jnit ihe.deremlcn. get 
nothing Inil their high lniiri)i. 
kill as .1 If West has three inim|H.. ymir 
lie h^Ki- chances are Iteller any linir cliila. ' 
low' y<Hi in that hand without the ifius-ii will 
Ihylffiid land the .slani. Utid a cinb fn>m 
duinmy oikI finesse the ten. t'rish 
iiild Ic-ad Ihe net-. dni>pi.ig lhi‘(tueeii.'rn)N> to 

ianitmd.H the king of siiades and mn VIiiIim. 

nothing .Agiiiit. ilie defender: lun |>(.| imK* 

liny. As oiielmhipirtck.CitiigmiiilaiUins.on 

lie king >imr skillei] deckirer pluy. 



^China will definitely go to Atlanta’ 


FOR RENT AT THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
SITE IN ABDOUN 

An indepsnd^ floor from a villa with deluxe lUmiture. 2S0 square 
metres in wea, c xnsk Sng of 3 be drooms, one ol which is master, 3 
bathrooms, L-shaped salon, lounoe and dining room, fully equipped 
Idtchen; with a separata garage, separate erttance and telephone Ins. 
Annual rent JO 7.800. _ 

Can M. 815104 


VILLA TO LET 

Villa at the nice ancient part of Amman-First Circle. 
To let for diplomats & foreigners. Furnished or not 
furnished. Composed of 2 floors, 4 bedrooms, big 
reception with a dining room, big kitchen. Central 
heating & solar water system, garden + tel. line. 
For more Information, please contact 
Tel. No. 680847 

& Fax 898848. Mr. Ishag Hijazi 



■ I I I I 

Rugs & Fitted carpets shampooing ( Dry Foam ) 
Waxing &Polishing Tiles & Marble 
Flat & House Cleaning 

Annual & montly contracts for Companies and 
Offices . 

( WIR SPRECHEN AU€H DEUSCH PHii 
eleohone: 643630 



1992 wsrid ^anqifiaa ChIos Saiai oTSpain is ahtMrDS over a bH^ 
during the 1st Mags ai tbe Aastrattan Rely (AFP photo) 

New Zealander dies 
on first day of rally 

PERDl, (AP) — New Zeatand the stage, 
co-driver Ro^er Fteeth died of Anouer prominent rally fi- 
injuiies firom a ensh on the open- gnre, Frendnaan Didier * Auri<d, 
ina dav of Rally Australia near was also a casualty on the open- 
Penfa Saturday. -mg day. Aork8, who needed a 

Reedi, 40, and Us driver Pos- stremg performance to remain in 
sum Bourne, also from New Zeu; touch of curre nt Drivers' Charo- 
jand, rttiM their Subaru l^acy pioushtp leader Kankknnen, 
intD a fxne plantation mkhvay AamwyA an ofl snmp on his 
tinough tbe thud of tiie event's 34 Toyota during tiie special 
^ledal s t age s. stage and was forced to retire. 

Flreeth was airtifted to Royal Kankknnen can extend his 20- 
Peitii Hospital but died in the pomt advantage with a steady 
operating room. Bourne was also p er fo rmance over ^ next three 
admittea to hospital but Rally days. 

Australia official Garre Connelly A win by either Auriol or 
said Bourne's conaitioo was Kankknnen would give Toyota an 
stable. • nnasaailaWe lead witii two rounds 

It was the first fotali^ m Rally oftheWoridChainpioaihiptobe 
Anstralia's four-year histocy and held, 
was the first death in a World 

Rally ChaotpiODsfaip event sinoe Frenchman Francois Deleooor 
1986. World rallying’s gove i i iiu g 'was Ford's leding entry in third 
body, FISA, wiO laund an in- potion Saturday, mare tiian two 
quay into tiie inddent, nWiriA nunates behiiid Kaakkunen. 
said. Conneny said it was still uneer- 

Finland's Juba Kankknnen lam what injuries cmaed Freeth's 
oontinaed his profit^le assoda- death, which occurred near York, 
tion with the race and. stzeng- 80 kflcmietres east of Perth, 
thened his grip on tiie wmld “From what eyewitnesses have 
drivers' oown. of tbe tragic open- desoribed the oodriveis’s side of 
mg day. the car took most erf the impact of 

Kankfcnnen, who has won tbe- collision/* sud~CDnneny. 
tiiree of tbe four rally Anstralia ‘^Tbaft pan of spedal stage three 
titler, recorded tiie fastest time in has two jumps and it seems tbe 
all of the nine special rtages held nose erf the car ended up crashing 
Saturday. The Toyota. Cefica strai^t into, tbe ground when it 
driver finisbed the opening lea came down.' 
with a 1 minute, 17-seoond lead “Rom that point tiie car rolled 
over Scotsman C^n McRae in a ofi the road. We are unsure 
SubariL iriietiier tbe car bit a tree but the 

The same stage that daimed stage is throuj^ forests and pine 
Reeth*s fife abo forced current ptontations." 
world champion Carlos Saiitz to Connelly said .the event's 
witiidnw from tiie rally. Tbe medical helioopter, which i»- 
Spamard 9 pon his Laada into chided a doctor, witt on Ae scene 
binb and was inable to comfdete within five ramutes. 


MONTE CARLO (R) — China gave a clear 
undertaking Saturday that it would attend the 
1996 Atlanta Olympies regardless of whether 
Bejjmg wins Tbureoay's vote the 2000 Games. 

Chiaa's top Oiynif^ official, be Zhenliang, 
made the commitment to the International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC). IOC Director-General 
Fiunoois Canard told a news conference. 

Tbe announcement ended an apparent threat 
that China mi^t not go to Atlanta if it did not 
win tbe 2000 Olympic vote. 

He Zhenlia^ had ruled out a boycott of the 
1996 Sirmmer Games Friday but had refused at a 


Christie 

c onfirms 

supremacy 

FUKUOKA. Japan (AFP) — 
Olympic and world champion 
Linford Christie confirmed his 
100m supremacy Saturday, 
powerhte past American riv^ 
Andre uson and Dennis Mitch- 
ell at tbe Fukuoka track and field 
meet. 

Mitchell, the Olympic and the 
world championship bronze 
medallist, made a fine start and 
led the field in the first half of the 
race. 

But 33-year-old Christie over- 
took in die last 30 metres, cros- 
sing the finishing line in 10.06sec. 
CaSon, the nmner-np at Stutt- 
gart. again came in second in 
10. 14, and MiteheU thhd in 10.24. 

Ei^ world record holders, led 
by Smgey Bubka of Ukraine and 
Stefka Kostaefeova of Bulgaria, 
duly won their e%«iiis respective- 
ly, but nobody to Set a 

new one. 

Bubka, who set the world out- 
do^ pole vault record of 6.13m a 
year ago in Tokyo, challenged 
6.14m after securing top ^aoe 
with 5.80, beating Sc^ Hu^an 
of the United States and Rodton 
Gataullin of Russia, 

He nearly broke the record at 
bis second jump, but his thigh 
nudged the bar at the last mo- 
ment. dttappointing spectators at 
tbe Hakatanomori Athletic Sta- 
dium, western Japan. 

Kostadioova, the winner in the 
women's hi^ jump with the sea- 
son's best rec^ of 2.05m, also 
failed 2.10m, one centimetre 


news conference to say that Chinese athletes 
would actually go to Atiama. 

Zhang Baifa, chief executive pf Beijing's bid 
coRimittee, said Friday a .boycott was possible 
because of political interference by the U.S. 
House of Representatives, wbidi p?sgfd a resolu- 
tion in July opposing Beijing on human rights 
grounds. 

Zhang told the official Xinhua News Agent^ 
Safiird^ that be had been misquoted. Beijing is 
competing with Sydney, 
and Istanbul to host the : 




BrftaaB's Linliard Christie after erimdiig the men's IMm in 
StBttgwrt (AFP photo) 

above her own world record set in to easy victories. . 

1987, but gained some consola- OthM star performers Vei 
non when she was awarded as the world 400m record holder Bute 


most valuable athlete of the 
event. 

Britain's hurdling world record 
breakers, Sally Gunnell in the 
women's 400m and Colin Jackson 
in the men’s 110m, both coasted 


to easy victories. . 

Other star per f ormer s Vere 
world 400m record holder Butch 
Reynolds of the United States, 
compatriot and long jump holder 
Mike Powell, Javier Sotomayor 
of Cuba who bolds the high jump 
record, and javelin record holder 
Jan Zelezny o the Czech Repub- 
lic. 


Tonno, Inter face tough tests in 5 th round 


MILAN (AP) — It^ only the 
fifth round. Dot Torino is riding 
hi gh on hs wave. Without hs 
mucb-ballreiiooed Uruguayans, 
Torino is >1-0, on top of the 
Italian Rist Division and not 
even worried about playing Par- 
ma Sunday. 

“We have made wonders .so 
far, with a shuffled team, and we 
warn to keep it on. However a 
defeat would be no drama." Tori- 
no coach EmOiano Mondonico 
said. 

Since 1949. wben a plane crash 
wiped out the Torino team and 
marked tbe last of its four con- 
secutive league titles, the club has 
won only the Italian League 
crown — 1976. 

Qxmbtng to the top of serie A 
without Enzo Francescoli and 
Carlos Agnitera, still on duty with 
their national team in World Cup 
qualifyiDg, has some people 
tnmld^ title again. 

Conversely, pre-season 
favourite Internazionale'is 2-1-1, 
and wants to avoid falling further 


behind crosS;town rival AC hfilui 
this eariy in the.season. It tmavcis 
to Rome to face Lazio. 

In other games Sunday, Cre- 
monese is in Beigamo, to play 
Atalanta; Cagliari is at Foggia; 
Najmli at Genoa; Reggiana is in 
Turin to Juventus; AC Milan 
hosts as Itoms; Sampdoria is at 
Udinese, and Piacenza faces Lec^ 
ce. 

Besides Francescoli and 
Agnilera, Torino also may be 
without Italian striker Andrea 
Silenzi, who has two goals 
already. Silenzi is sideUned with 
an ankle injury suffered in its 2-0 
victo^ over ullestroem Wednes- 
day in tbe first round of the 
UEFA Cup. 

Panna (3-0-1) will have a full- 
strength 11, including forward 
Faustino AspriUa and Swede 
Tomas Brolin, besides being one 
of Colombia's heroes in it suc- 
cessful World Cup qualification 
campaign, Asprilla had two goals 
in two minutes in a European cup 
winners cup match Tiitoday. 


Inter has had problems integ- 
rating Dntch newcomers Dennis 

Beigkamp and Wim Jonk into its 
system. But that may be ending. 
Bergkamp, who sat the fin half of 
last week's suprising loss to Cag- 
Uari, scored tiiree goals in a 
UEFA Cup match against Rapid 
Bucharest Wednesday night. 

He will team in front with Jonk 
and Italian striker Salvatore 
Toto’ Scbaiad. 

"It's time that all players show 
to have aunderstoocf the way we 
must play. We can’t afford other 
false steps," said Inter's coach 
OsvaMo Bagnoli. 


I Palestine 
set for 
Olympic 
recognition 

MONACO (AFP) — Palestine 
is to become a provisiona! 
member of the International 
Olympic Commiiiee, IQC 
Director General Francois 
CaiT^ said Saturday, clearing 
the wav for Palestinian athletes 
at the '1996 Games in Atlanta. 

He doubted whether any 
Palestinians from Gaza or 
Jericho would take part in next 
February’s Lillehammer Wi'n- 
ter Games in Norway but ex- 
pected to see them in Atlanta 
in three years' time. 

Tbe executive board will a$k 
the IOC session here to raiifr 
Paiestiiie’s membership next 
week, a board propo^ has 
never been turned down. 

“The athletes of PaJestine 
vriU be partietpating. if they so 
wish, at ail the next Olympic 
G^es," Carrard said. “This 
has to be ratified by the ses- 
sion." 

The Palestinians have beeq 
pariahs since the 1972 Oljni- 
mes in Munich when a group pfj 
Black September Guerillas 
broke into the Olympic village; 
seized Israeli athletes and 
eventually killed 11 of them 
and one policeman. 

Hve of the guerrillas died 
when they attempted to take 
tiirir hostages out of the coun^ 
try. 

Carrard said the board's d> 
dsion had taken account of 
Israeli feelings. 

"It was a very black moment 
for the Olympics in 1972 bur 
we are in 199o. TTie people (io 
charge of PaJestine sport) can 
certainly not be held responsi- 
ble for what took place 20 
years ago,” he said. 

“Tfiis is a time for peace, 
{this is a time for progress, this- 
is a time for youth, for the* 
Olympie movement to open its 
arms and its doors with respert 
for all other National Olympic- 
Committees and particularly' 
for the NOC of land.' 

He said he saw no anomally 
between athletes from Gaza or 
Jericho comMting in Atlanta 
and none from Nablus — 
which is outside this week's 
Urael-Palestine Liberation 
Onamiration agreement. 

. He did not rule out a token 
representation — of officials — 
at LOlriuunmer. 

Palestine leader Yasser Ara- 
fot’s handshake with Israeli 
premier Yitzhak Rabin on the 
W.hite House lawns in 
Waslungton on Monday had 
changed the situation, he said. 

Palestine bad applied for 
membership in the past but 
bad been tnrned down because 
it had no sovereign territory. 

"More than 100 states bad 
already recognised Palestine 
before the PLO-Israeli agree- 
ment," be added. 


GROUND FLOOR FURNISHED FLAT 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, bathroom, 
kitchen, with central heating, telephone and garden. 
Located in Shmeisani. 

Call tel, 661658 


FOR SALE 

1990 Renault 5 GT Turbo, metallic blue, Dip. plates, one 
owner, excetterfl condition. Price $8500 O.N.O. 

Call Mr. Adnan on 641251/2 


FOR SALE 

Toshiba T1850 colour (VGA) note book compu- 
ter 356, 120 MB harddrive, 25 MHZ. 

4 MB RAM can be extended BMB 
2 rechargable batteries. 

Leather carrying case and software package. 

Tel- 677719 


FEMALE SERVANT REQUIRED 

Small family want a Female Servant to 
live in, please call : 

835745 or 686128 


FURNISHED BASEMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom and large sitting room and dining 
room and big bathroom. Central heating. Private 
entrance. 

Location: AI Jandaweel. 8th Circle. 

Please call, tel. 813942 


VILLA FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, large salons (3). 2 balconies, kitchen, big garden, 
garage, central heating. 

Location: Doctors' Quarter, Tla AI Ali 

For more Information, please call 845632, 822893 


NEW CLINICS 

Or. Ibrahim Mofleh— Dr. Husnieh Hadzi 

Consultant Internist/ Dental surgeon 

Cardiologist 

Abu Khajeel Centre in front of Abdullah Gardens 

Clinic tel.: 687186 
Res. tel.: 690619 


1.-:- 


lU: 677«a0 



' 


\,{^NCORD 1 

lRCENGER 57 


CONCORD 2 

LAST ACTION HE 

j 

SHOWS: 12:30, 3:15, t. 8:15. IftlS 



Adel Imam , 

In • ■ 

i Sagryed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO, 6:00, 8:30 



Tel.: 675571 


presents a play entitled: 

AI llm Nuron 

A popular pc^itical comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Oaoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nab« & H^arffs ™.: 6ZS155 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play; 

Arab Summit' 
Conference 


1 
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Jordan expects World Bank 


to study impact of self-rule 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is calling for 
the formation of a task force 
under the World Bank umbrella 
to assess the economic impact of 
Palestinian autonomy in the re- 
gion's countries,' informed 
sources said Saturday. 

The sources said Jordan ex- 
pects the World Bank to endorse 
the proposal at a meeting in 
Wa^ington Monday, where a 
World Bank-prepared report on 
economic development for the 
occupied territories will be for- 
mally released and discussed. 

One of the sources said Jordan 
had “some reservations” on the 
'.report but that these were “ade- 
^quately addressed through di- 
'plomatic channels” ahead of the 
meeting, which will bring 
together Israel. Arab states, the 
Palestinians and donor countries. 

“We expect that the Jordanian 
concerns will be formally addres- 
sed in a document accompanying 
die World Bank report,” said the 
source. 

“We are proposing the estab- 
lishment of a panel entrusted with 
the task of assessing the economic 
impact of Palestinian autonomy 
on the countries in the region,” 
said the source. “The study 
should consider the repercussions 
as well as the positive effects.” 

According to the source, the 
World Bank has responded posi- 
tively to the Jordanian proposal, 
and “we hope tiiis will be part of 
the decisions adopted in 
Washington.” 

^ Jordan, burdened with $6.5 bil- 
lion in foreign debts and con- 
tinuing to strain under the severe 
economic blow that the Gulf cri- 
sis dealt to the Kingdom, is im- 
plementi^ an International 


would tackle is coordination of 
and channels through which the 
development programme for the 
occupied territories to support 
the Palestinian self-rule authority 
envisaged under the Sept. 13 
agreement between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

“Jordan is aware that rt will 
find itself competing with Israel, 
in the short, medium and long 
terms,” said another source who 
is do^ to the ^rvemment. 

“It will be ironic that Imel, by 
virtue of its strangelhold on the 
Palestinians, monopolises the re- 
building of Palestinian economy 
and infrastructure,” said the 


source. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Palestinians also had reservations 
over the World Bank report, 
mainly because it implied Israel 
might assume a leading role in 
rebuilding the West Bank and 
Gaza, the territories it occupied 
and whose infrastructure and eco- 
nomy were destroyed over the 
past 25 years. 

“Let us say it dearly,” said a 
Palestinian source. “It will be like 
rewarding aggression. Why 
should the Palestinians be forced 
into a corner where they have no 
choice but to turn to Israelis? We 
would like to exercise free 
tions.’* 

Within the context of the 
Worid Bank plan, v^icfa envis- 
ages a total Sf^nding $4J billion 
to set up power, water, health 
and education projects in the 
occupied territones, Jordan could 
offer most of what the Palesti- 
nians need at cheaper costs than 
what Israel can offer, officials 


say. 


>neta^* Fund (IMFpprescribed 
economic restructuring program- 
me. 

The World Bank is highly 


apg^ativs of the Kingdom's 


adherence to the programme, 
vdiich could be set back if Jordan 
were to suffer any serious econo- 
mic losses as a result of the 
implementation of the autonomy 
accord. 

One of the issues Jordan hopes 
that the Washington meeting 


‘It is important that certain 
prindples and groundrules are set 
from the very beginning,” said 
Jordanian offiaal. “For our part, 
Jordan has to move qoicidy to 
define the grey areas in the eco- 
nomic context of the autonomy 
agreement,” be said, onderUning 
that “the autonomy agreement is 
supposed to take effect on Oct. 
13. We have very little time." 

Analysts and offidals say that 
while Jordan was not considering 
the autonomy agreement as a 
vehide to advance its economic 
objectives, the Kingdom had 


genuine economic concerns and 
claims which ^uld be addres- 
sed. 

Apart from the physical control 
of the land, one of the key cards 
that Israel wields in dealing with 
the Palestinians is its monopoly 
over essential services such as 
water and energy. 

The occupied rerritorres de- 
pend solely on Israeli utilities for 
these two vital services. In addi- 
tion, the only flour mill of the size 
that could cater to the Palestinian 
needs is located in Haifo. 

“It will be some time before 
the Palestinians will have their 
own water and eneim networks 
under the economic (fovelopment 
programme,” noted the Palesti- 
nian source. “We are aware that 
Israel could very well link the two 
sendees in the interim to a big 
chunk of the development 
funds.” 

According to the Jordanian 
sources, the Palestinians could 
actually strengthen thdr negotiat- 
ing position with the laaelis if 
they had Jordanian-offered op- 
tions. 

Energy experts estimates the 
initial annua! energy needs of die 
Palestinians at between 100 mil- 
lion megawatts and ISO million 
megawatts and say that Jordan 
ootdd eaaly meet this require- 
ment. 

Jordan has an installed capacity 
of over 1,000 megawatts, and h 
produces up to 700 million mega- 
watts annumly. It can eaaly spare 
the overproduction with the 
Palestinians if a grid connection 
could be made between South 
Shnneb on the East Bank and 
Jericho on the West Bank. 

Likewise, Jordan could meet a 
lot of the construction regui 
ments of the Palestirrians. It has 
^lare capacities to produce build- 
ing materials, including cement 
and steel. 

“There are all lands of possibi- 
lities,” said the Jordanian source. 
“What is important here is for 
botii Inrrignianit and Palestinians 
to appreciate that coordination 
and cooperation wall benefit both 
sides and strengthen the overall 
Arab stand in dealing wifri Israel, 
wtiich, no doubt, will be fig hting 
tooth and nail for economic be- 
nefits from its peace accord.” 


Washington mayor 
cfKrilenged on 
casino gambling 



Centrists win majority in Morocco 


RABAT (R) — The centre-right 
held on to its majority in the 
legislature but four opposition 
parties made gains in Morocco's 
parliamentary elections, final re- 
sults showed Saturday. 


Five rightist parties won a total 
of 195 seats in the enlarged 333- 
member Chamber of Representa- 
tives, compard to 215 in the 
previous legislature of 303 seats. 

The four opposition parties and 
their trade union allies, led by the 
old-guard Nationlalist Istiqlal 
thirty and the Socialist Union of 
Peoples Forces (USFP), took 120 
seats compared to 85 before. 


Nine members of the minor 
Democratic Indepenence Party 
(PDI), three from the indepen- 
dent Union Marocaine du Travail 
(UMT) labour federation, four 
non-party independents and two 
from the rural-based Action Par- 
ty also won seats. 

The results issued by the In- 
terior Ministry included the elec- 
tion of 222 members by direct 
universal suffrage on June 25 and 
tiie remaining 111 seats by in- 
direct vote on Friday. 

”^e results reflect the true- 
political map of Morocco,” In- 


terior Minister Driss Basri told a 
news conference. 

Friday's vote was by members 
of local councils elected a year 
ago, by professional groups like 
chambm of commerce and in- 
diisfry, and by trade unions. 

The new chamber, elected for 
six years, will be opened on Oct. 
8 by Kig Hassan. He has said he 
will appoint a new government 
based on the parliamentary 
majority. , 

The next cabinet will replace 
the non-party interim govern- 
ment led by Prime ^^Iliste^ 
Mohammad Karim Lamrani, 
named by the king in Augt^ last 
year to organise the elections. 


compared 10 83 in tiie old cham- 
ber. 

The National Assembly of In- 
dependents, led by former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Osman, the 
Idng's brother-in-law, also tot 
ground with 41 seats against 61 
before. 

The communis pvty of Prog- 
les and Socialism O’PS) made a 
remarkable advance from two 
seats to 10, induding current 
Education Minister Taieb ^kili 
who joined the party after win- 
ning in the direct vote in June. 


The Istiqlal party won ^ seats, 
w from 43, and ^ small leftist 
Organisation for Democratic and 


A dozen former ministers were 
elected. Jewish and women 
candidates foiled to get elected. 

The highest score was adiieved 
by the main opposition party, die 
socialist USFP which, widi its 
trade union ally, the (^federa- 
tion Democratic du Travail 
(CDT), won a total of 56 seats 
compa^ to 39 before. 

S^nd was the centrist Consti- 
tutional Union (UQ, led by for- 
mer Prime Minister Maati 
^uabid, but it won only 54 seats 


Po^ar Action (OADP) doubled 
its score to two. These brou^t 
the total opposition score to 120 
seats. 

On the right wing, the rural- 
based People’s Movement (MP) 
won 51 seats and its rival the 


National People's Movement 
(MNP) 25, while the Nation^ 


Democratic ^ity took 24. 

Four ri^tsist parties had an 
absolute majority of 215 in the 
old chamber. Tto time round 
five — now hicludmg the MI^ — 
have the same total in the larger 
assembly. 


League to back Israel-PLO deal 


(Coatmued from page 1) 


. Also to be discussed is Iran's 
•occupation of three Gulf islands 
claimed by the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), with the league 
reaffirming its support for the 
UAE. 

TTie league will further ex- 
amine the situation in Somalia, a 
member country no longer repre- 
sented on the ministerial council, 
and to decide on admission for 
the Comoros to the pan-Arab 
body. 


Boycott not on agenda 


“No Arab country has asked 
that a lifting of the boycott be 
considered,” one Arab League 
source said. “And we don't ex- 
pect any of our 21 members to do 
so by Sunday." 

' “l^e boycott does not figure 
' among the 37 items on the agenda 
for the session.” 

The United States has called on 
Arab states to end the economic ' 
boycott following the signing of 
■the Israel-PLO agreement. 

Adnan Omran. the deputy 
secretary-general of the Arab 
League, said last week that a 
lifting of the boycott “is not 
forseeable until a complete Israeli 
Withdrawal from Arab territory 
occupied in 1867, induding Jeru- 
salem.” 

TTie United States also recently 


called on Gulf states to abandon 
the boycott normalise rela- 
tions with Israel. 

State Department offidals said 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher is e:q)ected to press for a 
start on easing the boycott during 
meetings with Arab foreign 
ministers later this month at the 
U.N. General Assembly. 

The offals said Mr. Christ- 
opher is considering a trip to the 
laddie East in October if be 
believes his presence will advance 
U.S. objectives in the region. 

Weakening of the boycott was 
one of four goals outlined Thurs- 
day by State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCuiry as adminis- 
tration priorities now that Israel 
and ^ PLO have agreed on a 
framework for peace. 

He said the administration ato 
is encouraging broad internatidiif 
al support for the a^eement and 
also is urging countries hostile to 
Israel to establish normal rela- 
tions with the Jewish state. One 
potential candidate in this categ- 
ory is Morocco, whidi welcomed 
Israel Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin for a visit while he was en 
route home from Washington this 
week. . . 

Mr. McCurry said the adminis- 
tration is also seeking to elimin- 
ate what he described as the 
“unhelpful language" about 
Israel in a number of U.N. 


General Assembly resolutions 
appro^^ over the years. 

O^r offidals, asl^g not to be 
identified, said Arab op^iosition 
has normally succeeded in over- 
riding American opposition to 
such resolutions. 

The PLO said Thursday it is 
ready to end its antagonism with 
Israel in the U.N. General 
Assembly by reviang resolutions 
gainst die Jewish state. 

There are often 25 to 30 anti- 
foraeli resolutions each year and, 
said one offidal, “we want to see 
this number gready reduced.” 

The assembly also routinely 
approves Arab-sponsored calls 
for an international peace confer- 
ence on the Afiddle East. U.S. 
offidals say any such condave 
would be stiongl)r anti-Israeli, 
and they are optimistic that pro- 
conference Arabs may not get 
their way this foil. 

“We have the best opportunity 
in years to bead this one off,” 
said one offidal. 

U.S. officials believe an oppor- 
tunity for weakening the Arab 


boycott of brael is at hand not 
only among more moderate 
members of die Arab League but 


also among die many indusirial- 
ised countries that have not taken 
a strong stand against the 
boycott. U.S. law forbids Amer- 
ican dtizens from honouring ^ 
ban. 


^ORDERLY* PROTEST: An Israeli watches si^pportcfs 
at the Tgtflwiig moventenl Wawia* demoastratmg in the of 

Gaza City Saturday, against the la'aelHPLO agreenienL Some 


2,000 peo^ marcbed peacefiBity as confrontations wfth bracS 
security forces were avoided on both sides (AFP photo) 


30 injured in 
Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — More 
than 30 people were wounded, 10 
seriously, in a mortar attack near 
a Moga^hu hospital Saturday, 
as a U.S. soldier was injured in a 
separate mortar attack amid con- 
.tlnued fighting in the capital. 

At least 34 people were wound- 
ed when two mortar diells fell 
outride Digfer Hospital, said 
deputy director. Doctor Moham- 
mad Hussein Haji. 

“I heard a huge explorion,” he 
said. “Some people in our casual- 
ty department were hurt. After 
five minutes came another shell. 
It shook the whole hospital.” 

Eight of the 34 wounded were 
discharged within hours, he said. 
Most were hurt by shrapnel or 
splinters of ^ass windows 
Mattered by the blasts. 

“Some of them are our staff. 
Some were patients 'sritfa injuries 
who got new ones, and others 
were their relatives.” he said. 

Dr. Mohammad said it was 
unclear sdiere tte riiells came 
from. A U.N. spokesman denied 
its forces were responsible for the 
attack. 

Around the same time, a U.S. 
soldier was wounded in separate 
mortar attack on U.N. headquar- 
ters here, after U.S. Rangers had 
stormed a compound and de- 
tained eight Somalis, U.N. 
spokesman U.S. Major Oav^ 
StockweU said. 

He said the soldier's injuries 
were not life-threatening and that 
be was “in stable condition.” He 
was being treated at a U.S. fidd 
hospital. 

Suspected Somali militiamen 
fired four 60-milUroetre mortar 
rounds into the U.N. compound, 
Maj. StockweU said. 

the shelling, whidi he said was 
ap^nrently in retaliation for the 
r^ on the compound of an aide 
of fugitive warioid Mohammad 
Farah Aideed, foUowed a similar 
attack Tuesday that slightly 
wounded II people. 

Maj. StockweU said U.S. 
ground fences backed ^ helicop- 
ter gunships had seized eight 
Somali men at die compound of 
Osman Ato, General Aideed's 
chief finander, and marched 
them back to U.N.. headquar- 
ters where they were being held. 

Gen. Aideed, wanted for the 
June 5 kfllin^ of 24 Pridstani 
sddiets, is believed to be hiding 
in Che Bokhara market area ot 
south Mogadishu. 

MeanwfaOe, U.S. soldiers tos- 
sed stun grenades from iMlicop- 
teis to dnve away news photo- 
graphers taking pictures of U.N. 
peacekeepers dimrsifle a cro^ 
in Mogadishu, Maj. Stodcwell 
confirmed (See pi^ 2). 

AFFs Abdul Hak Senna was 
photographing Pakistani U.N. 
soldiers shooting into a crowd of 
Somalis vdio erected barricades 
of baniing tyres near a hospital 
uiien he heard the ^enades pop- 
ping around fnm. 

Maj. StockweU said he did not 
know whether the Paldstanis had 
shot into the crowd and it was 
unknown whether there were 
casualties among the Somalis. 

Another photographer, Peter 
NorthaU, said U.S. soldiers only 
30 to 40 metres away had waved 
at him from a helicopter to leave 
the area. 

The photographers, who were 
unhurt lodg^ complaints. Maj. 
StockweU said he was “outra^" 
that Mr. Northali, who worlu for 
the American news agency 
Associated Press, had disobeyed 
the soldiers, and warned r^r- 
ters that they covered miliWy 
operations in Mo^lishu “at your 
own risk.” 

*We don't vrant crowds around 
our soldiers.” Maj. Stoetoell 
said, strewing that Somali gun- 
men bad ofton hidden behind 
mobs. 


U.S. wiU stay its course 


in Somalia, Clinton affirms 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Resist- 
ing calls for the withdrawal of 
American troops from Somalia, 
President Bill Clinton said Fri- 
day the United States cannot 
rilow the country to revert back 
to a stato of mass starvation and 
lawlessness. 

“We certainly can't afford to 
do anything that would permit 
the country, after all the efforts 
the United Nations has made, to 
deteriorate to its former condi- 
tion where hundreds of thousands 
of people are killed or starved at 
random ” Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. CUnton discussed Somalia 
during a White House meeting 
and working lunch with Italian 
Prime Minister Carlo Ciampi. 
The two leaders later appeared at 
a joint news conference. 

Gampi stressed the need 
for diplomacy “to give a new 
politick dimension" to U.N. in- 
tervention in Somalia. “Without 
ibis, a purely military action 
would not make any sense,” he 
said. 

Italy feels the United Nations is 
moving too aggrewvely against 
forces of fugitive warlord 
Mohammad Fanab Aideed, and 
that the focus should be more on 
humanitarian relief instead of 
confrontation. 

Acknowledging differences 
with Italy, hfr. Qinton said, 
“both of us believe that some 
renewed political initiative in 
Somalia is important, because in 
tbe end there ^ to be a political 
settlement that leaves tbe SomaUs 
in control of their own destiny.” 


Tbe problem, Mr. dintra said, 
is “how to do it without in any 
way rewarding the kind of be- 
haviour that we have seen that 
could spread among all the other 
warlords who have been essen- 
tially playing by the rales and 
trying to work out a peaceful life 
for the people..." 

However, he said, “there 
plainly was never intended to be 
nor could there be some ultimate 
military solution to Somalia.” 
Promising that the United States 
would not get bogged down in an 
indefinite commiement, Mr. Clin- 
ton said, “It's not going » ^ a 
situation we just can't get out of. 

Mr. ClhitOD said the United 
States fovours a pojitical inhiaiive 
to stop the increasing vkrienoe in 
Mogadishu, where U:N. 
peacekeqiers are entangled in 
near daily clashes with tbe follow- 
ers of Gen. Aideed. 


Any pohiical initiative must 
enable Somalis “to take control 
of their own affaits in peace, in 
dignity and without starvation 
and murder,” Mr. Clroton said. 

Cai^ng doubt on any aocom- 
modation with Cen. Aideed Mr. 
Qinton said, “We don’t want to 
do something that rewards the 
very condnet we went to Somalia 
to put an end to.” 

On other foreign-policy issues, 
Mr. Qinton; 

— Eiqnessed cautious optim- 
ism about a surprise peace agree-' 
ment between [Bosnian Serbs 
and Muslims. "We are hopeful 
about this, bat also properly 


wary. ...There's been no territo- 
rial agreement and that is tbe nub 
erf the coDtroveity.” 

— Said be was exfrforing the 
possibility of a “doimrs confer- 
ence” of major nations that 
woi^ be asked to contribute 
MllioDS of doUais needed for 
p^ahliAm g a Palestiniaa govern- 
ment in tbe Iscaelx-occvfrfed West 
Bank and Gaza. 

— Urged Quoa to “step away 
from reported plans to resume 
nudear-weapoDs testing, sar~ 
Cbina has nothing to fear 
any of the world's other nuclear 
poweis. 

There » growing sentiment in 
Congress for mthdrawing Amer- 
ican troops from Sonudia. Last 
week, the Senate rassed a resolu- 
tion urging Mr. Qinton to seek 
congressional authority for con- 
tinued U.S. tnvolveinent. The 
Honse of Representatives may 
consider a similar measure next 
week. 

“It is plam to me that it was 
never an option for us to continue 
to pnisiie a military solution or tt> 
be obsessed with Aideed or any- 
bo^ else, to tbe exdusioo of 
ttydng to build a peaceful socie- 
ty," Mr. Clinton said. 

Qinton also said be was 
disturbed by the deaths bf Soma- 
lis in clashes with U.N. forces. 
“But I’m also disturbed that this 
is plainly part of a strategy by 
supporters, of Cen. Aideed to 
make tbe presence of tbe U.N. 


more impt^;Hilar there in all the 
member countries,” be added. 


Private sector in W. Bank, 
Gaza will play vital role 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
Palestinian private sector will 
play a vital role in making sure 
tbe Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord on 
setf-nile in Jericbo and Gaza suc- 
ceeds. according to a U.S. A^n- 
cy for Develc^ent (US>UD) 
cffidal and lea^g members of 
the Palestine busines commun- 

i*y- .. 


USAID works with the Palesti- 
nian private sector “because after 
all tbe political agreements are 
made, what is going to make it 
work, what is going to make it 
viable is the economy,” Dennis 
Chandler. Acting Assistant 
Administrator for USAID, said 
during a Sept. 16 symposiiim in 
Washington on investment in tbe 
West Bank and Gaza. 

TTie symposium was part of a 
networking con f er e nce sponsored 
by tbe Arab-American Business 
and Professional Association. 
Ten leading members of the busi- 
ness community in tbe West Bank 
and Gaza, here on a ^vate 
initiative in cooperation unth the 
U.S. Information Agency, 
attended the conference. 


Tbe Palestinian delegation is in 
the United States to establish 
links between tiie two business 
communities, find new markets 
for their goods and promote in- 
vestment in the West Bank and 
Gaza. They represent most sec- 
tors of tbe Palestinian economy, 
including agriculture, bottling, 
consulting services, education, 
export-import, health-care, bous- 
ing, insurance, and real estate. 

“Wc are here to convirm 
American and Palestinian 
businessmen to come to the area 
and invest and make part- 
nerships,” Mohammad Yazigi, 
regfonai manager of the Seven- 


Up Bottling Company in Gaza 
said Mobaimnad Sakm Al Qud- 
wa, chairman of tbe G^ Cham- 
ber of .Commerce, said there is a 
great need for equipment to 
establish industry and agrioilcnre 
in Gaza. 

Dr. Akram Mactar, director of 
tbe Gaza Environment Program- 
me and Gaza Eye Hospital, said 
envrronmentai problems in Gaza 
have been overlooked. There is a 
need for expertise in sewage 
treatment, waste product dispniMi 
and dealing with contamination, 
be noted. 

“We wifi be needing every- 
thiiig.'’ Ibrahim Abdul Hadi, 
chairman and m anaging director 
of the Arab Insurance Establish- 
ment Company and Arab Real 
Estate Establi^ment Company 
in Nablus, said. An initial $100 
million are needed for investment 
in infrastructure, such as ho^it- 
als. factories and roads, he said. 

While tiie needs are great, so 
too will be tbe profits, Kfr. Abdul 
Hadi sajd. Once smail-and 
' medium-sized industries are set 
up and exporting and importing 
gto off the ground, the volume of 
business could “go up to 3^ to 
$30 bolifon” a year, be said. 

Recogt^ng the important role 
the Patotinian burincss commun- 
ity will play in establishing econo- 
mic stability in the West Bank 
and Gap, Mr. Cbandto said 
USAID is increasing its prognun- 
nre with the private sector. “Be- 
ginning this year, we have specifi- 
cally earmarked fends to work in 
the areas of tinning, technical 
assistance, and some infoimation 
exchange and network^,” be 
said. 

“SpedficaDy, we have projects 
directed exclusively at helping the 
local private sector to create jobs, 
to attract investment, start to 


npand industries, market indust- 
ruu and agricultural p^octs, 
and to improve roanagement,'' 
Mr. Chandler said. Fiutbermore, 
USAID will work in “sudi areas 
as health, family p lanning, in- 
stitution deveiopmCTt, and the 
democratisation process.” 

“We are in business and we are 
loofciii^ to expand our buaness 
operation,” Mr. Chandler said. 

Expansion of USAID projects 
in the West Bank and Gaza “de- 
pends on a number of fectors,” 
such as the pap of political de- 
velopment, glides implemented 
by die Pafestinian aotiiorities, 
and available resources. Mr. 
Chandler said. 


U.S. budgepry concerns are a 
major fector in deter mining how 
USAID programmes in the West 
Bank and Gaza will develop, he 
conceded. “We have horrendous 


uwaAMtwuo 

bu^etary probleins that we are 
deafing with.... We are looldne 

tritont ^ 


very much to private sector 
sources,” he said. 


In this regard, he commended 
^ Aiab-American Business and 
Professional Assodation to its 
^rlc in attractiM U.S. invest- 
njMt in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Tne Arab American business 
community must look to “repat- 
riating" their investment doUois 
back to the West Bank and Gaza 
to help to devdop that economy 
and create a very favourable en- 
vironment to mvestment,” he 
said. 

“I tfabik there is interest in tins 
wuntiy” to invest in the West 
Bmk ^ Gaza, Mr. Chandler 
ww, U.S. investors, however, 
pay dose attention to Palesti- 
nian economic polidto, the secur- 
ity situation, and the develop- 
ment of infrastructure and a 
t^Kuig system, he added 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Osiao 
A -Washington coOA'g 

urpmabty ham tbe eapitiTs hiw ^ 

tone charster and co&ld ban 
tourism, Aetiim City Coti^ 
CfaairaiaD John Ray said. “In ay 
view, casino gamMing would ta^ 
ftish the ttiuqiie nature of thr 
nation'seapitai as the seat of oar 


coontiy's gqvenunent and tuk. 

prindpiw/ 


dian of its fbundii^ 
said Mr. Ray. “(People) all ovq ! 
tbe world look forward to TiiiTir^ 
Washingstm, D.C.. noc as a eit 




of glitz anc^iner, but as a 
hisloiy.” The actix 


acting diairattB 
added that he would introduce a 
resolution dedaring that the- 
eoDodl OfAOsed Mayor Sharon 
Pratt Keily’s interest in legdiied 
^unbfing as a means to improve 
the city's economy. "The mayor 
(argues) that casiito should be 
considered to their potential to 
create new jobs,” said Mr. Ray. 
“I am convinced tiiat the pranuK 
of new jobs for our dtizens is as 
much of a false promise as IM 
jwoyect of ‘beating the house’ ai 
gaming tables.” A public bearing 
on tiie issue has sdlednied 
to Sqit. 24. 


James Joyce 
replaces Swift on 
Irish banknote. 




DUBLIN (AP) — James Joyce, ' 
who left Ireland to good in 1912, . 

has come back as tbe new face on 
the nation's 10-pound notes. 
Joyce replaces Irish satirist 
Jonathan Swift on the new, smal* . 
ler tenner that tbe Central Bank 
of Ireland unveiled Friday. Tea 
pounds is eqwi to about $15. 
Designed tty Dublin-artist Robert 
Ball^, tte note features a bat- 
less Joyce against a !9th-oentuiy 
drawing of parts of the city and 
country vridclow by T. R. Har- 
vey. teme opening words from 
Finnegan's Wake, referring to the 
River Liffey that runs through 
Dublin, are quoted on the re- 
verse: “...rivenun, past Eve and 
Adam's, from swerve of shore to 
bcndofbay...’’BoroinDublinin 
18S2, Joyce never returned to 
Ireland after a visit in 1912. /Ui Of ^ 
his major works were pubtisbed 
afterwards. Joyce died in Zaikfa. 
Switzerland, and was buried 
there in 1941. 

RlckJames 
convicted of 
assaulting woman 


SAN FERNANDO. Calif. (AP) • 
— Funk singer Rick James was 
convicted of assaulting a woman 


even thoi;^ he had icM the jury, 
(mtes. 


T abuse cmtgs, not wmnen." Tito 


acquitt^ him of torturi^ 


ler. In a separate and unrelatt . 
case, the jury convicted James of 
furnishing cocaine to a woman be 
was charged with assaulting at his 
Hollywood hills home in 1991. 
Prosecutors say he tied the 
woman to a chw, burned her 
witit a crack cocaine pipe and a 
heated butcher knife, a^ forced 
her to perform sex acts, but the 
jury deadlocked on all those 
diarges. James, best known for : 
the 1981 hit Super Freak, was 
ordered held in custody p^rjnig 
sentendng Oct. 8. Prosecutors 
said he could be sentenced to ■-• 
nine years in prison. ‘Tm con- * 
cerned about the conununity's 
safety.” said Superior Court 
Judge hfichael Hoff. "I think he's 
a danger.” James was convirted 
of assaulting Mary Sauger. 35. 
and holding her against her will 
on Nov. 3 in a suite at the St. 
James's Qub and hotel. He was 
acqintted of torairing the west 
Hollywood woman. 


'Senators received 
680 free trips’ 


WASHINGTON (AP 
Bnrinesses. trade groups 
other organisations that I 
v^afaington treated senato 
08O free trips durins thr 

of 


t^year sesaon Wl WUflD 
pnvate group said. Sen. J. 
n^ Jcrfinston accepted tbe 
*”.P® " 28 - during 1991 and 
said Public Qtizen, tbe na 
group founded by cons 
^vocate Ralph Na^. $ei 
Bradley and Sen. Conrad 1 
followed with 24 each. The 
^ged from short hops to 
YOTk and Boston to jminM 
Taipei, Taiwan; Monteeo 
Jfowica; Vienna, Auaria 
Tel Aviv, farad. While ma 
the trips may have been nea 
or valuable, many probablv 
not, Public Citizen Pres 
Jm Qaj^nook $a^ uji 
•muds of citizens, aocepthu 

>0 r* 





in WashLigto 
uaybrook said 
wt^rence to^y. Pnbiie 

nSlS nnAiiiMAel — - " ■ » 


al .government to pay 
wgitmmte congressional 
^*®cial interest gro up s 
of tiieir trips to met 
Qw^ress who sit on eon 

jorisdictioin over i 

terosts. Public Citizen si 






